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1 eign 
h\e seltags 


4 Veoanieies, to compete rods ae ; when 
ok starting, they had to pay interest on the 
molt capital cost of buildings and plant? 


‘We are in precisely the same ‘posi- 


tion as were those countries years ago. 
The primary producers complain of ‘the 


unfairness of a duty on agricultural 


the honorable member for 
(Mr. Jowett) said the other night that 
he was absolutely in accord with that 


‘dumping. 
lor, the Director of the Cominonwealth 


implements, but agree that ‘such pre-_ 


ference should be given to  agri- 


cultural machinery produced within 


the Empire. That would be a mistake. 
Our two largest competitors in the manu- 


facture of agricultural machinery have 


branches in Canada and America. If 
preference is given within the Empire— 
I favour preference to Great Britain—it 
will mean preference to Canada, and, 
therefore, in the case of these two firms, a 


: preference to America. What has been the 


action of America in regard to the dump- 


-ing of machinery and “other goods into 


Australia? Although the United States 
of America ieeictiiacs passed a very 


| ‘strong law prohibiting Trusts and Com- 


bines, in 1918 the Webb Act made legal 
Combines whose object was the dumping of 


goods into the markets of other coun- 


tries, and the Government arranged for 
the transport of ‘raw material from the 


_ interior to the seaboard at a considerable 


reduction of rates, on condition that it 
was used for the manufacture of goods 
for export. 


Mr. James Pacn.—-The honorable 


member suggested a few minutes ago 


that Australia should do much the same 
thing—that she should manufacture her 


wool into clothing, and dump it anywhere 


she could. 


Mr. CORSER. 1 did nob suggest 
In February, 1920, Mr. Tay- 


Bureau of Commerce and Industry, 
stated that, although there may be diffi- 
sie there is no real obstacle in the 

of oe the ereeter Lie ¥ 


goods to be sold in other countries, ane 
Grampians 


view, and would do all he could to give 


Poa ae, effect, ‘a statement which showed his - 
sound common sense. 

“primary producer must not be exploited. 
At the same time, the complaint i is made 


Tt is said that the 


hat our primary produce is being sold 
the m tkets of ihe world. for iL 


we oul aa oe it. 
not the primary producers put their 


ess than 


Eondece production as well ? 
that would give employment to many 


given in 1918 to our raw material 


(£97,571,745, 


“Why, then, shoul 


produce into local factories, and thus oO 


tain not merely a profit on ‘their sail: 


who are now unemployed. The honor- 
able member for Barrier (Mr. Considine) 
says that Labour does not want Protec- 
tion; but let me give him indisputable 
figures taken from the last Commonwealth 
Year-Book, No. 13. What would become 
of the men employed in our factories if we 


abolished Protection ? 


Mr. Cons1pi1ne.—I ‘suppose you woul 
get the kanakas back. 


Mr. 
who assisted in getting the kanaka dis- 


pensed with; but I. contended that 
Queensland industries should be pro- 
tected, so that it would be possible to 


CORSER.—I was one of. these 


use white labour in place of black in tro- 
pical and semi-tropical Queensland and_ 


Western A abvalta’ 
from the South 


Had ye 
Sea, 


labour : 
Islands, . we 


could produce cotton, castor beans, and — 


sugar more cheaply than with white 
labour ; 


RSE 


but no one in Queensland wishes 


to revert to black labour, and the people : ae 


of that State are as strong advocates of © 
a White Australia as is the honorable 
According to the 
the engines in use in 
the factories of the Commonwealth in  — 


member for Barrier. 
official statistics. 


1918 had a total horse power of 610,326, 


and the average number of persons em- 
ployed in our manufacturing industrige 7, 


in that year was 328,049. 


Mr. James Pace.—Not a great Au: . 
ber in a population of 5,000, 000.. & 


Mr. CORSER.—But they ‘support ie 
wives and children and other de- 
pendants. The salaries and wages 
paid in the Commonwealth  fac- 


tories during the same year amounted 
to £38,379,268. Would honorable mem- 
bers deprive our work people of this 


factories? The value of the fuel and 
light used was £4,732,890; the value 
of the raw material | worked Bathe 


~£146,181,866; and the value of the out- 


ut of the factories, £225,753,611. In 


1919 the value of our industrial output 


was £249,147,395. The increase in value 
of manufacturing “Ww: 


the 
Is it not a good thing 


process 


a 


: ts 


‘amount in wages by shutting down the 


e 


71896 


— cotton, 


- 6,308,000,000 


‘Tariff. 


that that money was kept in the coun- 
try, instead of being sent overseas? Was 
it not better that it should be in circu- 
lation in Australia? How can we bal- 
ance our accounts if we import all our 
requirements from overseas? last year 
the value of our imports was 
_ £26,000,000 in excess of the value of our 
exports. This difference has to be made 
up, and the best way of balancing our 
trade is to reduce our importations by 
manufacturing more of our raw ma- 
terial. The value of the land and build- 
ings connected with factories was 
£45,795,704, and of the plant and ma- 
chinery in them £50,792,305. A great 
deal of that machinery was manufac- 


tured in Australia, and gave employ- 


ment locally. The value of the final out- 
put of our agricultural implement works 
was £1,415,375; of our engineering iron 
works and foundries, £13,322,785; of 
railway and tramway workshops, 
£5,037,225; of smelting works, &c., 
£18,409,027; of bacon-curing factories, 
£3,538,612; of butter and cheese fac- 
tories, £14,322,025; of meat and fish 
preserving works. £14,318,244; of confec- 
tionery works, £2,969,573; of flour mills, 
£13,000,000. This year, I think, the out 


‘put of the sugar mills of Queensland and 


New South Wales will be worth at least 
£14,000,000. We could not produce this 
value of sugar in the Commonwealth were 
it not for Protection, though the protec- 
tion given to the sugar industry is very 
little. The value of our output of bocts 
and shoes is £6,410,000; of our woollen, 
and tweed output, £2,024,343 ; 
and of our furniture output, £2,239,642. 

The Webb Act came into operation in 


America in April, 1918, and eleven months 


afterwards the value of the goods exported 
from the United States of America was 
dollars, as against 
2,803,000,000 dollars’ worth of imports. 
A surplus of more than £800,000,000 
was thus created. If we do not safe- 
guard the industries of Australia against 
dumping they will go to the wall. The 
figures I have just given are to be found 


in the Journal of Commerce and Com- 


mereval Bulletin of New York of the 20th 
June, 1919, and show how necessary it 
is for us to protect this country from 
dumping.. In a report of 137 pages 
which Mr. Julian Home devotes to the 
agricultural machinery industry, he deals 
with every,point of the Australian mar- 
_ket for machinery. Mr. Home was for 
Mr. Corser. 


_(rueREs E NTATIVES. ; 


‘we impose a duty of from 25 per e 
30 Pen ! 


’ heen t. es nt ans 5 


many years a roprosnnben es ‘eer th 
United States Bureau of Commerce and 
Industry, and wrote his report after ¢ 
visit fo Australia, During the past fev 
years some large implement factories in 
Australia have been forced to go out o 

business. The gross output fell consid 
ably between 1911 and 1918, and in th 

period the number of employees was re- 
duced trom 5,156 to 3,336. During 
war we benefited by the existence of 
dustries which had previously been es 
lished under Protection. I do not kn 


dustry, the agricultural industry, 
many others would have done du 
the war if there had not been faete 
in which repairs te machinery could” 
be made and portions of the p nbs. 
renewed and new plants ‘ wi enh 
On one occasion twenty 
which were being built by 
Linsited, Maryborough, for the East 
Me est Railway were held ne becai ct 


that would onawte a a to be esti 
lished locally for their manufacture, but 
the request was refused and the manu- 
facture of steel tyres was not undertaken 
in Australia. The result was that th 
Commonwealth was considerably incor 
venienced in regard to the. operatin 
its railways. However, a plant ha 
cently been established in Neweas 
New South Wales, for the manufac 
of these tyres -ttnder Protection 
is regrettable that an _ earlier 
could not have been made with 
because during the war many 
our industries suffered through th 
ability to obtain steel products 1 
are now being turned out successiu 
Australians. 


We cannot with any safety give 
British Empire preference on farm 
and other machinery, because 
American firms, namely, the Inter 
tional Harvester Company and % 
Massey-Harris Company, ~ who 
largely in Australia and New Te 
ean sell their machines in the Co 
wealth for less than they charge for th 
in New Zealand, ‘despite the fact 


eent. on nineteen di 


machines, while New Zealand collects no 


duty on fifteen of them, and only 10 per . 
cent. on the balance. ‘ 
fact, notwithstanding our duty of from’ 


As a matter of 


- 25 per cent. to 30 per cent., the Aus- 


_ tralian farmers pay less for these agricul- 
tural machines than do the 


. Argentine 
_farmers who import them free of duty. 


These facts show conclusively that over-. 


seas firms will, by means of the dumping 
process, take steps to see that they are 
not prevented by any 30 per cent. duty 
from keeping down competition against 
them. Quite recently we had in Tas- 
mania an illustration of the evils of 
dumping. In that State carbide ,works 
had been started by private enterprise. 
Previously the price 
article had been £80 per ton, but the 


importers, upon the commencement of the 


operations of the ‘local manufacturers, 
immediately began to dump their _pro- 
duct into Australia at such an exceed- 
ingly low price that this House found 
it necessary to pass legislation in order 
to safeguard the interests of the Tas- 
Manian manufacturers by making it 
almost impossible for the importers to 
‘dump carbide here. 

I stand, as I always bos to do, for 
every section of the community. I am 
not a sectionalist. It is my aim in deal- 
ing with this Tariff to see that protec- 
tion is afforded, not only to the primary 
and secondary industries of Australia, 
but also to the workers engaged in them. 
' Progress reported. 


House adjourned at 10.6 p.m. 


Senate. 


 Priday, 29 April, 1921. 


The Preswent (Senator the Hon. T. 
' Givens) took the chair at 11 a.m., and 
| pad. prayers. 


LATE GERMAN NEW GUINEA. 


Native Lapour. 


a faa bi FOLL asked the Minister re- 
Fi da hs the: Prime Minister, Upon 
notice iis 


‘ie ita fact— 
1. That, since the. ‘Government inne over 


- control of natal and = Deiat German” ae 


of the imported 


‘amended by 
and 


to me that we shall be rather wasting our — 


Guinea, De eas of native labauy dal been 
prohibited ? 
2. That labour shortage exists on many 0 
plantations, causing them to deteriorate? _ hae 
_Senator E, D. MILLEN.—The ans: ie 
wers are— a 

1. The recruiting. of native labour has not Be aie 
been prohibited, but regulations are in process — ee 
of preparation to eliminate possibilities of ir- 
regularities and afford greater protection ain 
the natives. ( 

2. There is a temporary slight shortage ane 
native labour arising from the fact that’ the 
German Companies anticipating cxpropauiiag se 
had not been replacing time-expired labour by 
new men.. Attention is, however, now being — 
given to the remedying of this matter. ep 


DEFENCE BIEL. | 

fn Committee (Consideration resumed < 
from 28th Aprik vide page 7857) : Ray 
Clause 9— 
Section seventeen of the principal Act is 


omitting sub-section (1) thereof. 
its stead the following sub-  ~ 


inserting in 
section :— i 

**(1) An officer may at any time, by writing 
under his hand, tender the resignation of his 


commission, and a resignation so tendered, 
unless sooner withdrawn or accepted, shall 


take effect at the expiration of three months. 
after the tender thereof unless a time of war 
exists at the date of such tender or expiration, 
in which case it shall take effect at the ex- 
piration of three months after the cessation of 
the time of the war: 

Provided that an officer who is a graduate 
of the Military College shall not, during the 
first eight years of his service as an officer, 
be entitled to resign his commission except on 
the approval of thé Military Board and upon 
payment of the prescribed amount.” 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 


{11.3].May I suggest to the Minister 


for Defence (Senator Pearce) that we 
should, this morning, have a discussion ~ 
on clause 18. 

Senator Earte.—When we come to it. 
- Senator PRATTEN.—It is all very _ 
well to say, “ When we come to it,” but 
if is possible that after discussion on | 
clause 18 the Minister in charge of the _ 
Bill may find it necessary to withdraw 
1% for the purpose of re- -drafting. I say 
this in view of the opinion of ay Com- 
mittee concerning clause 18. If sucha 
thing as I suggest is possible it does seem 


time in considering now. the clauses 
which come before ae 18. Se 
The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap).. 
—The honorable senator must connect. 
his remarks with clause 9, Uae: is now sate 
before’ the Committee. Ne aa 


A 7898 


Defence | 


TSiistor: ‘GARDIN ER Cpa Seah 


As : Wales) [11.4].—I was addressing Nee 
to this question dast night, when the . 


asked me to 
enable 


Minister for Defence (Senator Pearce) 
resume | my © seat. «to 
us. to adjourn. I, might 
suggest or might move that the debate 
on the clause now before the Committee 


should be adjourned until after we have 


dealt with clause#18, because I 


think 


there is very much in what Senator 


Pratten has said. 


to do 


or Prarce—What has this clause 
ith clause 18? 
Senator GARDINER.—1I think that 


Sen 


_ the only matter concerning which the 
majority of honorable senators are keenly 
interested is dgalt with in clause 18. 


oe 


Senator Pearce.—Then let us get to 


Senator GARDINER.—1I believe that 
if we did get to it at once it would assist 


the rapid passage of the Bill, and that is 


- trains. 
that it would be well to at once test the 


why I support Senator Pratten’s sugges- 


tion. J] assume that the Minister does 


not desire that the clauses of the Bill 
should be passed. without. criticism, and 


I assume also that he does not wish to 
prevent the usual adjournment of the 
Senate this afternoon, at 4 o’clock, to 
enable honorable senators to catch their 
I agree with Senator Pratten 


opinions of honorable senators on clause 


18, and if the Minister of Defence is suc- 


we cessful in carrying it, we must let it go. 


Senator Prarcre.—I see no reason 


whatever for the request that is made. 
_ [am as much in touch with the feeling 


of the Committee as any other honorable 
senator, and I doa not think that the 


Majority desire that we should consider 
clause 18 before we have dealt with the 
clauses which come before it. 


Senator GARDINER.—I have no 


- wish to take the business out of the 
_ hands of the Government, and will con- 
tent myself with the suggestion I have 
- ™ade. 


‘Hpnorable senators will eiperiien that 
in addressing myself to the fixed period 


of service after training, which under 
this clause students attending Duntroon | 


College are required to give, I said that 


I considered the provision a mistake. It 
would be a mistake, even though without — 


ib we lost to the service of the Defence. 
la ‘Department one or two 
_ cers turned: out of ~ oe We ‘know 


per cent. of offi- 


_(seware 


| pees, | 


wbhad, brilliant | men who on tke 
actual warfare: displayed military 
and great capacity for military 

are shut out from employment in 
Forces, because of the need for find 
employment for trainees of the Dun 
‘College. Senator Pratten informed 
‘that the cost of training men at the D 
troon College amounts to £5,001 
head. Knowing that the honorable 
‘tor is so careful in dealing with fin 
matters, l have accepted his estima: 
but, when we take into considera 
that from 130 to 150 students are 
trained there each year, although the ful 
course covers four years, | am inelin 
to’ believe that Senator Pratten’s 

mate is altogether too great. is 
trained at Duntroon remain in Austre 
we shall be well equipped with office 

our military needs. I have a son whe 
now toa old to be sent to the Milita 
College, but if he were young en gh 
be sent there I should hesitate very s 
ously about letting him enter the 
ag he was to be bound down for eig b 


Rei ig Ake citi No. ae 
man would think of binding a, 


eight yeate after he reach m 
He would prefer that his son sho 
enter a profession which he might 
at any moment. We know ho 
professional men change their 
tion. Ne know that there are mio 


pyrite. is 
Senator Pearce may sion tha 

“provision. is already in existe 

‘that he is proposing in this — 

to put it in a different form. By the 


the Miitasy Service at® an 
but the. Minister is prapetaa 
Ball 3). 60, make it quite — clear 
there is no. “ o out” 
of the college. I should like 1 
that this is a time when we might 
a the work Me the ole ) 


“We ight ‘decide : i 


- may be thrown. 
have in Australia to-day so many men 
_ trained at Duntroon that it is found al- 

most impossible to place them in*jobs in 


and a See Hlisre, and. he ious 
of ian efficient army, | and a substantial - 
saving of expenditure might be brought | 
_ about by cutting down at once the opera- 
tions of all military training institutions. 
_ This might be a wise course to adopt if 
_ the financial position is as disastrous as 
_ Ministers are making out. [do not under- 
estimate the seriousness of our financial 

position, and for years past I have taken 
advantage of every occasion to voice the 
need for. careful attention to our finances. 


Tf there is to be a sudden curtailment of 


expenditure, what better course could we 
adopt than the suspension of these institu- 
tions when we have an “abundance of the 
material they turn out in the shape of 
trained military men? 
division upon ‘this clause, because of my 


IT shall calk for a 


objection to the binding of trainees of the 


- Military College for eight years after they 
have left the college, and because the time 
1s opportune for the military authorities 
_ to consider whether they cannot effect a 
_ great saving in expenditure by suspending 
the operation of these training colleges for 

_ the next ten years. 


Senator FOSTER (Tasmania) [11.10]. 


With regard to Senator Gardiner’s ob- 


jection to the length of service required 
from officers after they have been trained 


in the Military College, there is an aspect 


of the question upon which some light 
I understand that we 


the Military Servic ce. We have a nuntber 


of men who were “staff-sergeant-majors, 
warrant officers, 
Some of these men who went to. 
_ the Front rose as high as majors, and in 
- one case that IL know of to the rank of 
_. lieutenant-colonel on the field. 
men, on their return, were required, in 
e ‘accordance with the promise they made 
Ces before they went away, to revert to their 
pre-war rank. When some of them who 
had gained distinction in the field asked 
that their claims should be specially con- 
ae sidered. by the Military Department, they — 
e were told in effect—and I have > seen this | 

in writing—that there was no opening for 


and instructors before 
the war. 


These 


them, because the Department had a num- 
ber of a ache pie men for 
whom ny vere lo x fo ae 


sire to leave the Military Service rather 


-_.Minister . for 


-martialed for that. 


ordered a special medical board of in- 


medically unfit, 


ly 


ee as € nadie he cocina we have 
WDiniroon ‘elnon! men now. occupying 
ee as de ehgecye | and bets: a 


even aes commissions ? 
Gardiner hag said that men trained a 
Duntreon might, after their training, de 


than continue to serve for a period. of 
eight years, as provided by the clause 
under consideration, and I say that, even 
in the interests of the Service it mated, be 
advisable that some of these men should 
get out. We had a case recently of a man 
who, for some reasonwished to leave the 
ae and did leave it. He was court 
martialed, and a great hullabaloo made 
about the case. It was said that discipline 
had to be maintained, and that others who 
might wish to leave the Service should be 
impressed by the horribly shocking ex- 
ample of a Duntroon officer being arrested 
and court martialed. Then the whole~ 
thing fizzled out. After hearing the evi- 
dence of the military medical officer the — 
court martial said everything was quite 
all right, and the officer was allowed to 
eet out. Such restrictions should not be’ 
imposed upon men who wish to leave the : 
Military Service. Ue aes i 


Senator PEARCE (Western “Auubealaae! Hs 
Defence) [11.14] —} 
wish first of all to say, with regard to the 
Grainger case referred to by Senator 
Foster, that what happened was that the 
officer ‘took french leave, and he was court 
When he appeared 
before the court martial his counsel put 
up the defence that he was medically unfit, 
As a result of the evidence given, 


quiry. It was found that the man was 
and for that - Teaso: 
he was atlowen is resign: 07 
that officer had applied to the Medica 
Board there would have been no> nee 
for him to have taken french leave. 4) 


Senator THomas.—Did he not ask: fo 
leave, and did not the authorities neg ect, 
to answer his correspondence? In such 
_ circumstances he had to do cane 
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Bill, 


Senator PEARCE.—My recollection is 
that he took french leave first and asked 
for leave afterwards. 

Senator THomas.—I understood that 
he repeatedly asked for leave over a con- 
siderable period until his case seemed 
quite hopeless, and that he then took 
french leave. ‘The Department ordered 
an inquiry to enable it to get out of a 
difficulty . 

Senator PEARCE.—tThere is “nothing 
to prevent any officer who is medically 
unfit getting his discharge. As a matter 
of fact if he is not medically fit he can- 
mot be retained in the Service except for 
certain duties. 

Senator Tomas. — The Department 
used a good deal of diplomacy in getting 
out of that difficulty. 

Senator PEHARCE.—I do not know 
that there is any particular diplomacy in 
the appointment ofa medical board to 
determine whether an officer is medically 
unfit for service. ‘‘ Suspicion always 
haunts the guilty mind.’’  And_ even 
when the Department does right, from 
the standpoint of Senator Thomas, it does 
-so from unworthy motives. 

Senator THomas.—The Minister knows 
that what I have stated is correct. 

Senator Foster.—In that particular 
case, was it not proved that the officer 
had been medically examined, and was 
quite unable, through the ordinary mili- 
tary channels, to get out of the Service? 

Senator PEARCE — There was a 
-tmedical examination, but it was of quite 
an inconclusive character. That fact was 
disclosed in the evidence tendered to the 
court martial. One part of the finding 
of the medical inquiry was that the 
officer was physically unfit, whilst another 
part: of it affirmed that he was still fit 
for home service. The inquiry did not 
result in a definite finding either way. 
I assure Senator Foster that there is no 
present difficulty in placing Duntroon 
graduates. That is proved by the fact 
that we have temporarily filled a number 
of positions with the non-commissioned 
officers to whom he has referred. There 
are many of these officers still holding 
' temporary positions because there are not 
sufficrent Duntroon graduates to fill 
them. That position is quite consistent 
with the reply which I have given, that 
we cannot permanently appoint these 
officers to such positions, because, as time 
goes on, we shall be able to fill them with 
Duntroon graduates. 


established it, 


EARLE. Are these non- eom- 
oficers doing their ware | 


Senator 
missioned 
all right ? hy: 

Senator PEARCE.—As far as I Enews 
they are. But we must have regard, not” 
merely to the number of cadets who are — 
taken into the college for any one par- 
ticular year. They have to undergo a 
four-years’ course there, and consequently — 
we have to plan for quite a number of 
years ahead. Otherwise the result would © 
be that when the graduates left the eo ~~ 
lege there would be nothing for them to 
do. That is why these non- commissioned © 
officers—who did well at the Front—have - 
not been permanently appointed to the 
positions which they are now filling. 3 ae 

Senator Fospgr.—Do I understand 
that the number of graduates from Dun- — ee 
troon ,will be reduced during the next for 
years ? Me, 4 

Senator PEARCE.—It may be ee he 
creased. What I have said is in accord — 
with the principle which was laid down — 
by Lord Kitchener in regard to the~ 
establishment of the college. Not only 
amongst our Permanent, but amongst our 
Citizen Forces, we have a large number 
of officers who did splendidly at the war. 
But it does not follow that the officer who” | 
has been a success in leading troops in 
0 field will necessarily be a good instruc-_ 

r of troops. ee ik 

Sarai Earze.—That is just the pomt 
Are these non-commissioned officers effi 
cient instructors? If they are they shoulc 
not be supplanted by Duntroon graduates 
_ Senator PEARCE.—The college was es 
tablished not merely to supply instruc 
tors but also administrators. The students 
there are specially trained in order thai 
they may be qualified to impart military 
instruction and also to perform adminis-— 
trative duties. Many good officers in the 
field are, total failures when it comes to - 
administration, and are not the best offi- 
cers even in the matter of imparting. 1B 
struction. 

Senator Foster.—I do not know that 
that applies to the warrant officers. 

Senator PEARCE.—Lord Kitchener 
recommended the establishment of the 
college in order that it might turh ont the 
schoolmasters for our Army. Lisa mis- Be 
take to think that it was founded to 
supply anything else. It is intended to ue ) 
turn out the future instructors for the 
officers of our Citizen Army. 
we have 


ute . [9 Arum, 198) ; 


i oe meoutmoted with its trainees, ag iby | iRenatan THOMAS. the Girone 
shall instruct our Citizen jane If ie a right to say to the Military College 
we now turn round and appoint citizen graduates that the Commonwealth shall 

officers to instructional positions, we shall have the benefit of their services for a 
break our contract. Obviously the officers’ prescribed term in view of the expendi- 
of our Citizen Forces cannot be as com- ture to which it has been subjected upon 

_ petent as those who are specially trained their behalf. But after these men have — 


; as instructors and administrators. For completed their training they should have — ua 
i: that reason, Parliament has always laid some guarantee that they will occupy © ies 
down the principle that positions on the positions of a certain standing. In _ 
Instructional Staff must be filled by the Sydney, only last week, I was talking _ 
: college graduates. Otherwise we might about some young men oh were sent to ¢ 
Yas well wipe out the institution entirely. England during the régime of the second 


There can be no halfway house. For Fisher Government, in order that they — 
that reason these non-commissioned might be taught how to build submarines. — 
officers cannot be permanently put into I suppose that there were eight or a dozen 
the positions which they now hold. But of them. . After having been in the Old — 
there are positions in the Permanent Country for some time they returned to 
Forces which they can fill permanently, the Commonwealth. Upon hig return, 
‘such positions as quartermaster, &c. one of them who did remarkably well ab 
Wherever it is possible to do so, we are Home, who had passed all his examina- _ 
putting them into these positions, so long tions, and upon whom the Commonwealth 
as they have served successfully at the had expended £1,000, obtained a job — 
Front. But the instructional positions which he could have secured had he never 
must be reserved for the Duntroon been sent to England, and had never a : : 
graduates because that is the plan which single penny bent spent upon him, 
has been laid down. We have entered To-day he is in charge of a big private nae 
into a contract with these graduates, and concern, and is doing remarkably well. 
_if we break it we shall be morally obliged Another of these young men secured a ae 
to pay them compensation. I repeat that. good position in America, where he is — 
a man who has distinguished himself upon doing excellent work. Whilst 1 agree that = 
the battlefield is not necessarily either a the Commonwealth is entitled to some 
good instructor or a good administrator. return for its expenditure upon Duntroon _ 
Senator Tuomas.—There are some graduates, upon the other hand we have | 
.afficers, I understand, who were great 2 right to see that during the eight years 


failures upon the field, but who are great for which they will be bound to serve the. 
instructors here ? Commonwealth as officers they receive 


Ganator PEARCE ——I #0 not know to fair play. It was a scandalous thing for 
whom the honorable senator refers. I the Commonwealth, after spending 


a prefer that he should father that statement £1, 000 in sending a young fellow to Eng-— hi 
. + himself. land, to allow him, upon his return, to ~ 
: Bee Gi pinen What’ salaries do be appointed to a job which he could Aue 
Oe ictional Sta receive? Be obtained under any circumstances. 


5 Phat his 
Senator PEARCE.—For the honorable ior the retention of the dase, 


_ genator’s information, I will get the rates g ee: oe THOMAS: Nok ae all. me 
|. which are paid to graduates who are pnt Senator Pranct,_Those men did nob, 7) 1 
‘on the Instructional Staff. as I thought they would, take up the 
Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) building of submarines. Fees pom 
[11.26] —The Leader of the Opposition Senator THOMAS.—One of their » 
; (Senator Gardiner) has pointed out that number is now in charge of a certaly 
' under this clause graduates from the ‘private enterprise in South Australia, 
- Duntroon Military College will be re- Under this clause we would have kept oe 
quired to serve the Commonwealth as him at Cockatoo Island or somewhere A 
officers for a term of eight years. But else, and he would have been ~ 
there are two sides to that question. ©  —s receiving practically a labourer’s — 
‘Senator Prarcr.—I find that it costs wage, after £1,000 had been expended 
ae the: Commonwealth roughly £2,000 for upon his training by the Commonwealth, — 
_. each Duntroon student who completes 4 Senator Pzarce.—That is not the case. 
ay four ae course. oe ae Oe They k KNOW what Pay oe a | 


rt 


Sars s 


- Senator THOMAS. at am one of es 


: os are hoping against hope that the 


League of Nations will one day be able to 


ae accomplish something to prevent war in 


the future, and I am thinking of the 
future of these young men. I recognise, of 
course, that the Government have some 
claim upon them, but I would rather 
"have the term fixed ab four years than at 
eight. 
Senator EARLE (Tasmania ) Thi 38]. 
‘ oul cannot agree with the suggestion 
“made by Senator Gardiner, that in the 
interests of economy Duntroon College 
should be discontinued, but he has set me 
_ thinking whether fair opportunities are 
‘given to those men who are now holding 
eertain positions in the Citizen Forces. 
Until something definite is done by the 
League of Nations to prevent wars Aus- 
tralia, of all countries in the world, can- 
- not afford to relax her efforts in the direc- 
tion of defence. While listening to the 
debate I could not help thinking that 
our system of training cadets at Duntroon 
is perhaps operating unfairly to those 
men who received their practical training 
on the battlefield. No doubt the Minister 
“is quite correct in saying that some of 
the men who proved excellent leaders 
during warfare do not possess the neces- 
_ Sary qualifications for successful admin- 
istrators or for imparting instruction to 
- recruits; but an ounce of practice al- 
ways appeals to me more forcibly than a 
ton of theory, and so I cannot see why 
_ these men with their practical experience 
of warfare cannot be properly equipped 
_ for instructional duties in a much shorter 
time than is now required for the train- 
' ing of our cadets. JI should like to know 
_ if there is anything in our regulations to 
- prevent those officers who satisfactorily 
served this country during the war from 
entering Duntroon College for short 
periods of training for the particular 
oom they are asked to undertake, 
Senator Pzarce.—A section of the Act 
permits of that, and last year there were 
only two applicants, both of whom. failed 
_ fo pass the preliminary examination. 
i ‘Senator Cox.—But these citizen officers 
have to leave their civil occupations to 
enter Duntroon College. 
| Senator EARLE.—I am sheheas bi 
) thoes men who are employed temporarily 
aes the Defence Department, and who will 
_ be displaced as our Duntroon cadets Re 
_ come ile gies for instructional work. 


_ISBNATE, ‘ 


Had to ake up to rie a bo. : 
could they be started on a Baik ege. ce 
again ? sie ee 
Senator EARLE. my whabs ea 
would they require training? — 
a thorough knowledge of the pi 
side of the military business all they mn 
is ‘ topping off,’’ as it were, in the 
of*the administrative and instruct 
staff, and I should say that they w 
acquire this theoretical knowled 
about half the time necessary for 
training of raw recruits. I am a: 
compromising advocate of preferenc 
returned men. If it is possible for 
is 


Government to assist these men, 
lieve it should be done, because they na 
the practical side of their work at t 

fingers’ ends, and we should avoid. 
possible, superseding them by Duntroo 

students, and casting them on the labour 
market. ‘Surely we could enable them - 
acquire this knowledge without ke 
the college going at its full strengt 
the training of. recruits. I do not k: 
that this would be economy, because 
doubt the same staff would be requ 
to. teach 50 as to teach 100° or? 
students. I believe that if these 
possess ordinary intelligence—and I 
no doubt on that point—and have an 
terest in their profession, the Gover 
ment should help them, rather than all 
them to drift on in temporary em 
ment, until the time comes for th 
placement by Duntroon students 
know the Minister’s heart and sou 
the business of his Department, and — 
hope, therefore, that something will 

done. : 


Senator PEARCE (Western! Austral 5 
Minister for Defence) [11 
promised Senator Gardiner a littl 
ago that I would supply him with 
mation as to the salaries paid 5 


lege to aoe up their official duties. 
pay of a lieutenant starts at £2 
rises, with increments of £25 in the f 
third, fifth, and seventh and eigi 
years, to £400. A captain receives £ 
rising to £525, increments bails z 
oe third year. } 


-. rendered this c 


heli fe moulin nontegutne: ne Go- 


vernment. 
have families dependent upon them, SO 
that if they enter the college even for 
a comparatively short term, some living 
- allowance will have to be made for their 
families. . . 

Senator Ce eGR yer Purely, Mey are 
not all married ! 


_ Senator ELLIOTT,—The ieioeiey of 
them are men up to middle age, forty 
years and over, so that the Government 


will have to face a considerable increase 


in expenditure if anything is done on 


the lines suggested. There is another 
difficulty. The Duntroon students are 
given an all-round training, and, when 
they go out from the college, may be 
posted to the artillery, engineers, in- 
fantry, or any other branch of the 
Service. | 


Senator Prarcz.—TI think the students 
are posted to a particular arm in the 
Service during the last year of training. 

Senator ELLIOTT.—If the practice 
here is the same as in Great Britain, the 


men who get the highest marks in the 


last year are posted to the more scien- 
tific arm, that is to say, they go to the 
engineers or artillery. But every 
student has a grounding in all branches 
of the Service, whereas these sergeant- 
majors, who have strong claims for con- 
sideration, have been trained in only 
one branch. They are infantrymen or 


_artillerymen pure and simple, so it will.be 
dificult to adjust these men to a proper 


course of study. They have, however, 
country invaluable service. 
Long before the war they laid the founda- 
tion, in many cases, of our Citizen Army, 
and carried it on right through the war, 
doing really magnificent work. They 


realize now that they are coming nearer 


to the time when they will be dis- 
placed by Duntroon students, and so, in 
the latter part of their middle age, they — 
are faced with the probability of being 
| oo to take some labouring job. 


‘Senator Prarce.—Quite a number— 
he think twenty-five—have been appointed 
~ quarter- -masters, and I believe another 


twenty-five are filling temporary posi- | 


tions. As other vacancies occur we are 
_ doing what we. can for these men. 


Senator ELLIOTT. I am, very -_giad, 
indeed, to have the Minister’s assurance 
that some provision, 1g. being 

them in oe WAR 4 


These men are married, and 


went away under Senator Cox w 
trained by non-commissioned officers. 
am also prepared to state—it cann . 
pe Hencimele Mogae a Hel oe of ‘the . 


dente FOSTER user fun. 45h 
ml do not know whether the Ministe 
for Defence (Senator Pearce) | quite un 
derstood my argument in regard to these 


men. He suggested that while these 


men on active service proved very good 
men in the field, they were not neces 
sarily good on the instructional am 
administrative side. But I want to pol 

out that the men to whom I referred 
are those who for a great number of 


years were engaged on the administrative 


and #nstructional side of the Defence 
Department. : 
Senator Prarcs. — As non- oe 


sioned officers under the command of an 
ofiicer. he 

Senator FOSTER.—I. was going to 
say, and I shall stress it all the more, 
that those of us who knew what war 
training was prior to the war, know that 
in a great many cases it was the in- 


structional non-commissioned officer who 


really ran the show. He knew more 
about the work than the officer who 
nominally was in command. as 
Senator Eriuiorr.—That is a libel on 
the Citizen Forces. : 


Senator Cox.—It is quite wrong. re 
2s much experience in military 


have had a 


matters as any one in the State, and 5 
know it is incorrect. cee 
Senatcr FOSTER.—I am sure an hon- ae 


orable senator holding the rank of Genera] 
will not infer from my statement that I 
officer 
knew more about military matters than — 


meant that a non-commissioned 


a General. When it came to the training — . 


of the Citizen Forces and the cadets priog 


to the war it was usually the non-commis- _ 
sioned officers who did the instructional : 


work: 


Senator Cox.—The honorable senator i is 
probably referring to cadets. Le 
Senator FOSTER.—The non-commis- 


_sioned Gfficers had sufficient knowledge and _ 
ability to give instruction before the Ware) 


Senator Cox.—That is what they were . at 
there for. : 
Senator FOSTER.—Of course. ee 
Senator Cox.—They were running the 
junior portion of the ‘‘ show,” and no 
one said they were there for any other i 
purpose. 
Senator FOSTER.—I will go frie 
and gay that a great many of the men who 
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non-commissioned officers were refused 

permission to enlist prior to October, 
1916, as instructional officers were noeded 

In Australia. 

- Senator Duncan.—That is 
reco. 

Senator FOSTER.—Some of the non- 
commissioned officers train men at’ Dun- 
troon. 

Senator Ex.irorr.—in certain branches 
only. 

Senator Prarcr.—Only in drilling. 

Senator Cox.—That is the junior por- 
tion of the training. 

Senator Earnte.—They are instructors 
all the same. 

Senator FOSTER.—I am not suggest- 
ing that an officer in charge of musketry 
does not know a little more about. his 
work than a captain or a warrant officer 
under him. I consider it my duty to say 
that the non-commissioned officers 1n Aus- 
tralia are men who do a good deal of in- 
siructional work of greater importance 
than ordinary preliminary training, such 
as Senator Cox suggests. Some of the 
men holding non-commissioned rank in 
Australia have been to England to be 
trained, and a man I| know of is one of the 
finest musketry instructors in Austra- 
lia. There are other non-commissioned 
officers equally efficient if they are to be 
judged by their capacity for instructional 
and administrative work. I may mention 
as an illustration a man who was recently 
appointed Federal Secretary of the Re- 
turned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial 
League of Australia, who was a non-com- 
 missioned officer prior to enlistment, but 
whose services abroad were so satisfactory 
that he became a Brigade-Major on the 
Staff in France. When he returned to 
Australia, despite the fact that he pos- 
sessed sufficient instructional and adminis- 
trative ability to be promoted tothe rank 
of Brigade-Major when abroad, he was 
told that there was no position carrying a 
commission available. What I fear in the 
future is that unless a man has the hall- 
mark of Duntroon College on him, and 
is one of the “ socially elect,” he will have 
no chance. 

Senator Prarce.—There is no such 
thins as the “socially elect” at Dun- 
troon, as the cadets at that College come 
from all classes of the community. 

Senator FOSTER.—I know there is the 


_ possibility I have mentioned. I am speak- 
ing of a man who is too Oe to go jnlo 


quite cor- 
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-of their lack of instructional and admin 


were reduced from eight to five ~years. 


lengthy period, because it may not be of 


Bill. 


he is not one of the “socially elect ? he — 
has no opportunity. t ee prepared to 
adhere to that statement. 7 
Senator Prarce.—There are none “of 
the “sod¢ially elect” at Duntroon. — | 
Senator FOSTER.—These men are 
placed in the position that unless they 
have the hall-mark of Duntroon, an 
belong to the “socially elect” they have not 
a, aie. I am afraid that even in this — 
democratic country there is very little, 
if any, opportunity at all, for a man to 
rise from the ranks to any position of 
importance in the Army. I regret tha 
such is the case. i 
Senator Eiitiorr.—The honorable sena- 
tor is referring to the permanent men, 
and not to the members of ae Citizen: 
Forces. ; Rec: 
Senator FOSTER.—Yes. He 
Senator Exvitiott.—They are ahsolitiae 
barred now. 
Senator FOSTER.—There ‘will be ahah | 
lutely no opportunity for such men excent 
under the conditions mentioned hy the 
Minister, where a non-commissioned officer 
is given an opportunity by passing a eet 
liminary examination. 
Senator PEARCE. —He can be appointed 
aS a quartermaster. 


Senator FOSTER.—I rose particularly 
to point out that the Minister’s statement, 
that non-commissioned officers cannot b 
appointed to the permanent staff because 


istrative ability, is one that will not stan 
investigation. 


Senator VARDON (Sonth Australia 
[11.50].—The most important pomt i 
connexion with this discussion is the ser- 
vice Fe ea of a student, and/ person 
ally, I think it would be well if the term 


The Minister for Defence (Senator Pearce) 
may be able to convince me to the con- 
trary, but I feel that a man having under= 
gone a period of training at the Military 
College may find that he possesses some 
latent ability of which he had no previous 
knowledge. It is quite possible that som 
students may find after several years of 
instruction that they would he — mor 
successful in some other capacity where 
the remuneration would be more attrac 
tive. I do not think it advisable fo 
students to be compelled to serve such 


advantage to the individual, and on 


ether hand good men are required in 
_ other spheres of activity. In these cir- 
- eumstances I consider it desirable to limit 
the term to five years, and if any honer- 
able senator\is prepared to move in that 
‘direction [ shall support him. 
Senator FOLL (Queensland) [13:53]. 
—I do not feel disposed to support the 
suggestion of Senator Vardon that we 
should decrease the term of training from 
eight years to five years, because when a 
— lad goes to Duntroon he has practically 
_ made up his mind to fcllow a military 
career. 
Senator Exxiiorr.—i think Senator 
 Vardon meant that a lad may have mis- 
taken his vocation. 
Senator Varpon.—Exacily. _ 
Senator FOLL.—If, when a student 
has been at Duntroon for twelve or 
eighteen months he discovers that he has 
mistaken his vocation, it should be vos- 
sible for him to apply to the Military 
Board or to the Minister for Defence 
(Senator Pearce) to be relieved of his 
obligation. If a lad has been trained at 
 Duntrocn College at the expense of the 
Government it would not be fair for him 
to say when he had completed his training 


that he was all the better for the physical | 


and educational instruction, but had 
decided to follow some other occupation. 
There is an obligation on the part of the 
youth who goes to Duntroon to give some 
service for the expense incurred. @ 
Senator Extiorr.—Could he not render 
good service with the Citizen Forces. 


~{ do not think” we-should altogether re- 
gard Duntroon College as a high or public 
school, and allow him, after completing 
his course to follow other than a military 
career. Before a youth goes to Duntroon 
we may assume that he has made up his 


enters the College for that purpose. 
Senator Pearce.—The average age of 
‘a boy entering the College is seventeen 
years, and most Australian youths have 
made up their minds as to their career at 
that age. ale De 
Senator FOLL.—Probably so. I wish 
to indorse the remarks of Senator Foster 


in regard to non-commissioned officers. [ _ 


was rather surprised to see the fiery flame 

in Senator Cox’s eyes when Senator 
- Foster mentioned that there are occasions 
when a non-commissioned officer gives his 
senior a dig in the ribs, 


Tg i 


PRIL 


Ca 


Senator FOLL.—He might do so; but 


‘mind to become a soldier, and that he 


and tells him 


On — a a 


that he should have directed his men to 
turn to the right instead of to the lett. 
A ease was brought under my notice a 
short time ago of a man who had served 
for a good many years as a sergeant-— 
major on the Instructional Staff, and who 
also scrved with distincticn abroad; On 
luis retura he was appointed to the In 
structional Staff, bnt it was suddenly 
discovered that he was a quarter of an 
inch too short. Ly 
Senator SENtor. 
his leg” n little? IAF a 
Senator FOLL—-Probably they coul 
not pull both. The ability of this mat 
‘Was not in question; but because he was 
a quarter of an inch below the regulation 
height he was superseded by 3a man 
who is practically new to the work. The 
man submitted his grievance to me, and T 
passed it on to the authorities. It ig 
quite probable that the matter has not 
been brought under the notice of the Min- 
ister for Defence, as it is impossible for 
him to keep in touch with the details of 
such a large Department. Notwithstand- 
ing the man’s ability and experience 
abroad he has been.placed on the serap- — 
heap because he is slightly under the regu- 
lation height. During a period of stress — 
the Government were quite prepared to — 
utilize his services to the full; but now ~ 
the war is over there is no room for him. — 
Senator Fosrrr.—Perhaps his case has — 
been prejudiced as a result of the honor- 
able senator using political influence.» . 
Senator FOLL.—Not at all. He had 
been superseded before he submitted his 
‘ease to me. I believe the Minister would — 
do well if he weighs very carefully the 
words of Senator Foster. The Minister — 
has stated in the Senate that, in con- _ 
nexion with the building up of the Citi- 
zen Forces, it is his desire to have non- 
commissioned officers and men of the rank 
and file of the Australian Imperial Force 
at his disposal. If the Minister is really 
anxious to have a number of the rank ~ 
and file in the Citizen Forces, he cannot _ 
do better than give preference to those _ 
who served with distinction in the Aus-_ ' 
tralian Imperial Force. Oe GOs ae a 
Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [11.58].—In opening the debate 
on this particular phase of military. train 
_ing, I drew particular attention to the 
_ question of efficiency. We have to con-— 
_ sider the methods adopted at the Military, 


’ e 


Could they not “ pull 


e vy i) “ey a { 
Agi tar Se ; - ce 3 ~ 7 


College, Hotieuiaety in oes a man to 


a eae quoted by the Minister. 
Senator Prarce.—They were the mini- 
Ae mum: rates. It is possible for a man to 
were make more rapid progress. _ 
- Senator GARDINER.—I do not think 
any one who is familiar with the manner 
-. in which promotions are made will be 
lieve that increases will occur very fre- 
i quently. 
Senator Prarcr, — Consider General 
a White's career. 
Senator GARDINER.—I will give all 
@aat in. I admit that he is a very excel- 
Tent officer. 
. Senator Pxrarce. There is the same 
_ opportunity for other men to get, on if 
: they possess the necessary ability. 
' Senator GARDINER.—A man. with 
ability will get on anywhere. The Minis- 
fer, not intentionally, but in the adroit 
manner he always adopts, draws a 
“conclusion from the argument one is 
submitting to the Senate different from 
that intended. Senator Earle puts the 


> 


ue position more clearly than I succeeded. 


im doing when he stated that there 
_ were returned men who were not 
only fit and capable to undertake the task 
of training our Forces, but who might be 
actually more fitted for such duties.’ The 
_ Minister has said, in explanation, that 
while a man may be an excellent leader 
during war operations, h® may prove a 
_. poor instructor. My desire is that the 
- authorities should permit a test. I sug- 
gest that every neturned man who desires 
- to do so should have the right to undergo 
an examination, together with Duntroon 
trainees. Men who have never seen the 
inside of -Duntroon, and who have never 
even been to the Front, should have their 
opportunities, by way of competitive, ex- 
- amination; and if they proved more fitted 
than the Duntroon cadets they should be 
’) given preference in the matter. of appoint- 
_ ment to training positions. 
cues ea Exxiorr.—tI do not think these 
 eutsidttrs would have a chance in competi- 
tion with Duntroon cadets, fresh from 
 sehool as they are. I would not like to 
- undergo a competitive examination with 
ie them, and I happen to have some degrees. 
Senator GARDINER. —I can quite 
a “appreciate that; but there should be the 
_ epportunity, — and men. who have had 
active service should be “encouraged if 


batt unions admit to their ra 


ie e for a period of eight years at the | 
serv P ees | who had not been properly a 


he had served a proper term of a a 
ship. . 


not admit him unless he was p: 
trained in his craft. 
not bear upon my suggestion, The_ 
for Defence (Senator Pearce) ha 
my eyes concerning the future of ou 
tary college graduates, The chief - 
of Duntroon Mina to be to 


eee us with our 
Senator Foster has set out the po 
non-commissioned officers on the Tn 
tional | 
they are ofan better informed an 
capable of training than the commiss 
ss bed over cious 


an divi aial baa ee, pee: pee 
Citizen Force training. 
service as a lieutenant, but | 


a ean ce was soon 7 
to perform the duties attaching to 
rank ; so he was made a bee 


ranks to ad ee nerfortnalie aml 
marched out of camp: each morni 
major would be sitting stiffly on his he 
and there would be an old sergeant-m: 
a British Army man, standing 
side. The troops, as they passed 
watch the sergeant-major bring - 
together with a click as he came to 
tion, and they would hear bu | 


sections of four from the left. 2 
major would then loudly repeat this : 
—sometimes, however, forgetting its: cor 
pletion when only half way thi 
whereupon, he would have to appea 
the sergeant-major again to help him « 
This kind of thing would go on 

camp after another, 
rapidly became a general. The 3 
‘for his promotion was that he co 
be trusted in any other jo 
authorities could not always be 
sergeant- majors to stand. ab hi 


their ambitions Gale in a ties en pm ‘ pe him abt order. 


Se Bebercne: Wout 


- Senator Sentor. oY es. ; 
Senator CRAWFORD. Vee few, a 


GARDINER. ate 


Senator 


That, howev r 


sees | ie 


Staff, and he has pointed out 


% 


ue Regt, 


He. ent 


untH th 


tack): 


within my lifetime, 
-. Senator Cox.—The 
_ says this officer became a general. 


"senator is mixing up: 
ice pombardier,”” 


most effieient 


Defence 


Ney tor 


Prarce.—How many years 
ago? : : 
#Senator GARDINER.—It occurred 


honorable senator 
It 
was only during the recent war that a 


ee Citizen Force officer could have attained 
to that rank. 


| Senator GARDINER.—1I will give the 
honorable senator the name if he desires. 


I may, perhaps, have made a mistake as 


_to the exact ranks through which he rose 
and to which he attained; but I know 
that he became a general —— whether a 
brigadier or some other kind of general 


I cannot say. 


‘Senator Forr.—Possibly the honorable 
‘‘ brigadier ’’ with 


Senator GARDINER.—Not at all: but 
I do know, further, that he even tried 
on several occasions to become a. legis- 
lator. However, that was too much! 
Along these same lines, I might say that 
I have heard of a private at the Front 
who considered his officers so rotten that 
“he felt himself bound, in the interests of 
the rank and file, to huve recourse to ap- 


a pointing himself a corporal. 


As for Duntroon and the question of 
permitting outsiders to compete. with 
trainees, I would remind the Minister for 
- Defence that the men who were forced 
to remain behind and train our bat- 
_*talions have been treated very unfairly 
and, indeed, cruelly. They proved their 
efficiency, and now they are being turned 
out in order to make room for others. 


a ‘They -were anxious to go to the Front; 


but, seeing that some one had to remain 
behind to train the raw: battalions, the 
non-commissioned officers 
were selected and kept back. They never 
had a chance to gain commissioned rank, 
for there was .a huge gap which. they 
could not bridge. 
be, inthis democratic eountry, every op- 
Mp portunity to rise by each consecutive rung 
‘in the ladder of military promotion? 
Duntroon is being developed in the direc- 
tion of making the military utterly ex- 
_ elusive and sheltered from the competition 
‘or interference of outsiders. If an out- 


. sider, with all the benefits of war service, 


‘could hold his own with the cadets, why 
‘should he not be given his chance? 
As for the matter of binding down the 
: Duntroon graduates to a period of eight 
years’ 


ee. Aven, 1921) 


Why should there not: 


service, what attraction is there | 


Bill 


for them in ay amount of pay tick, the 
may earn? The Minister should not for 
get that the sacrifice is not. all on on 
side. While it may cost the country 
large sum to train these cadets, it should 
be remembered that if they had not en 
tered Duntroen they might have been. 
earning considerably more at the age of 


eighteen or nineteen than is available to 
them right up to the end of their com: 
If the authorities 
cannot train and turn out enough gradu- 
ates for the purposes of officermg our 
insur- 

mountable reason why the numbers of 
cadets who may be accommodated at | 


Not) 


‘pulsory term of service. 


Australian Forces, there is no 


Duntroon should not be increased. 
very considerable additional outlay would — 
be involved. My chief aim in regard to 

military matters is to insure efficiency, 
Nothing yuld be more fatal to efficiency _ 
than to bind down those who enter the 


Military College to long terms of service” ~ 


at an inadequate remuneration. 


I regret >’ 


that the obvious feeling of the Committee 


is against my proposal in regard to the 
clause under discussion. ) 


Senator ELLIOTT (Victoria) [12. 12). as 
—If there should arise any marked de.) 
mand on the part of outsiders to enter 
into competitive examination with the 
Duntroon cadets, I think opportunities” 
might be provided for them to sit for the 
Duntroon examination, just as there are 
chances for those who have not entered 
our universities to sit for university ex-_ 
aminations. It should net be impossible, 
if deemed advisable, to conduct  Dun-. 
troon on the lines. of a university, and to 
throw open the examinations to outsiders, 
Such a procedure, I take it, would meet 
the ideas of Senator Gardiner, and pos- 
sibly numbers of Citizen Fores officers 

might be ambitious to undergo such tests. 
I do not see that any harm ‘would result, 
while possibly great good might fohow| Ye 

‘Glance agreed to. 


Clause 10— 


Section 20a of the principal Act is amendekes ‘ 


g (a) by imserting therein after the word 
‘“ served’? . (first occurring) — the 
werds ‘‘ as prescribed ’’; ae 

(b) by. omitting therefrom. the 
‘abroad ”’ (wherever oceurring) ; and 
fe) by _ inserting therein before the word 
‘* served ”’ _ (second ORR E 
word ‘f so.’ } 


the hs 


Section proposed to be amended— AO 
204. Notwithstanding anythiprg contained 


in this Act, an officer who is eligible for 


promotion to a higher rank. and who has 
served on active service abroad, shall, : 


word iv 


Per 


Defence a 


other Pan being equal, 
ference in promotion to an officer of the 
same rank who is eligible for promotion to 
that higher rank, and who has not served 

on active service abroad, 
South 


Senator GARDINER (New 
Wales) {12.13].—I desire some explana- 
tion of this clause. As I undetstand it, 
it makes service equivalent to active ser- 

vice, whether at home or abroad. 
Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 

Minister for Defence) [12.15].—What 
ods proposed is to 
“service abroad.” For instance, under 
the existing law an officer who was 
“appointed in command of a transport 
“has served. abroad. There. is. no 
reason why such an. officer should be 
given preference over an officer who 
‘has not had service overseas because there 
is no difference between their military 
qualifications. There are certain officers 
who have served abroad in purely ad- 
ministrative positions. They had no 
- active service whatever, and there is no 
reason why they should be given prefer- 


ence ever an officer who did administra- 


tive service here. 

Senator Foster._-Have we the Minis- 
ter’s assurance that in striking out the 
word: “‘abroad’’ we shculd not be giving 
“equality of preference to men who did 
~ hot go abroad. 

- Senator PEARCE.—First of all we say 
“who has served,’ then we propose to 
leave out the word ‘‘abroad’’ and insert 
_ the words “as prescribed.” We propose to 
_make provision for preference to those 
who served on active service, and then 
the only service in Australia that would 
count would be active service. In the 
_ last war there was no active service here, 
but the provision is intended to apply 
so long as the Defence Act continues in 
operation, and there may be a war in 
which we should have active service in 
Australia. 

Senator Fosrer.—Is not the Minister, 
1 oe prescribing certain things, providing, 
_ for instance, that men who were in charge 
of the guns at Queenscliff should be con- 
sidered as having been on active service? 

Senator PEARCE.—No, the intention 
is not to prescribe service at Queenscliff 
as active service. As the Act now stands, 

service on a transport or in an administra. 

tive position -overseas is service abroad, 
and it should not give preference over 


men who had rendered similar service [. 


here. We do not hold ‘that service in 


be ae pre- 


prescribe what is’ 


was aoe: service because there! m 
actual fighting here. 


appear to me to Oireane ‘hs staan 
of the word ‘“‘abroad.’’ I think — 


and he authcrities might. still pre iG 

what was active seryice abroad. 

Senator Pearce.—That is detned 
the definition clause. 

Senator HLLIOTT.—The reboninor 
the word ‘‘abroad’’. seems to me a V 
necessary safeguard at the present tin 
It might be held that service at Thurse 
Island or some such place was — 
abroad, and surely officers who ren 
service in such places should not be 
in the same position as men who foug 
‘all through the war in France, — 
and elsewhere. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Ww 
[12.19].—T must confess that I doul 
Pillow: the explanation of the, Ministel 
for Defence, particularly with regard 
the striking out of the word “abroa 


Senator PEARCE (Western Austra 
—Minister for Defence) [12.20].—Itf t 
honorable senator will permit me to 
the definition of “ active service” h 
see what is intended. In the Det 
Act, “active service” is defined i 
WY OGY TE d 
‘* Active service ’’ has a meaning corre 
ing to that of the same words as used i 
secticn 1 of section 189 of the Army 
defining the expression ‘‘on active sery 
The definition eee in the Arm) 
is as follows:— 
In this Act, if not THeoneions wil 
text, the expression ‘‘on active servi 
applied to a person subject to this Act, 
whenever he is attached te or forms pa: 
a force which is engaged in operation 
the enemy, or is engaged in war-like 
tions in a country or place wholly or p 


occupied by the enemy or is in the et 
occupation of any foreign Bese: 


para 1905 active service.” We are, 


66 


using +H ee service ”’ ge oy 
active service in accordance with the 
finition I have just read. ~ i 


Senator Exuiorr.—t] think that 
ae 


further e explanation, is had the imp 


tary reasons, 


_the hands of the military. 


~ 


. % 
Defence 


4; a0 
from his previous remarks that the omis- 


sicn of the word ‘‘ abroad;’’ was to pre- 
vent the penalizing of any member of the 
Australian Imperial Ferce who, for mili- 
had to remain in Australia 
during the war. : 

Senator PEarce.—I did not say that. I 
said that as between such an officer and 
one who merely served in command of a 
transport, or in a purely administrative 
pesibion’ abroad, there should be no dis- 
tinction made. 

Senator PRATTEN.—4 should like to 
know what under this clause will be pre- 
scribed as ‘‘ active service.”’ 

Senator PEarcE.—‘‘ Active service’ is, 
as I have explained, already defined. No- 
thing we prescribed could affect that defi- 
nition. 

Senator PRATTEN.—It seems to me 
that there may be active service of several 
varieties. There may be active service in 
the field before the enemy, and active ser- 
vice in the case of a man who went to 
Horseferry-road, and \never got : any 
further. 

Senator Pearce.—We will so 0 prescribe 
that the latter shall be given no prefer- 
ence over an cffiicer who carried out ad- 


“ministrative duties here. 


Senator PRATTEN.—Service in com- 


mand of a transport might be defined as 


active service, or, to use the Minister’s 
own words, the service of a man who did 
his duty in Australia in connexion with 
the war. 

Senator PEarce’—-That would not be 

‘active service’’ unless the war were car- 
ried on here. 

Senater PRATTEN.—The Minister 
says that it is intended that a’ man who 
did duty in Australia shall be placed at 
no disadvantage as compared with a man. 
who, for instance, served only in command 
of a ‘transport. 

Senator Prarce.—That is why it is de- 
sired to insert the words ‘‘ as prescribed,’’ 
and to strike out the word ‘‘ abroad.”’ 

Senator PRATTEN.—It appears - to 
me that the intention is that the prescrip- 
tion of ‘‘ active service ’’ shall remain in 


Senator Prarce.—No, it is defined, as 
T have explained, in the Act. 

Senator PRATTEN.—Then why does 
the Minister make any reference to the 


man who did his duty here in connexion 
with this clause? 


Senator Prarce.—Because it is my jus- 


: tification for taking the power, as I do in 
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‘this Bill, to prescribe 


Pa 


Bia ae 


‘ * 
what is meant by 
served.’’ ‘ “4 

Senator PRATTEN.—If it is not the — 
desire of the Minister and the Military 
Beard to prescribe that men who did not 
leave Australia should be recognised as 
having been on active service, wily should. 
the word ‘‘ abroad ’’ be cmitted? The re- 
tention of the word would, it seems to me, 
define ‘‘ active service ’’ better than it will 
be defined under the clause as proposed. 

Senator PEarce.—Then, according to 
the honorable senator’s suggestion, aman. 
who served only at Horseferry-road would — 
have served on “‘ active service,”’ 

Senator PRATTEN.—I must confess 
that it appears to me that if the section 
is amended as proposed by the Minister, 
the prescription of “active service ” will 
be entirely in the hands of the Minister 

and the Military Board, and it may be 
that the absolute preference to members — 
of the Anstrahan Imperial Foree who 
saw fighting, which, I believe, is desired 
by the members of this Parliament, will 
be evaded. 

Senator Prarce.—Of course the Minis- 
ter would do that. That is his nature. 

Senator PRATTEN.—It is not the 
duty of members of this Parliament to 
place such a power in the hands of the 
Minister. 

Senator Earire.—Is not 
vice” defined in the Act? 

Senator Prarce.—Yes, and we cannot 
alter that definition. 

Senator Exnrorr.—l think that 
right. 

Senator Prarce.—We require to pre- 
scribe “active service’ not covered by 
the definition of “ active service” in the 
definition clause. That is all that we can 
do. If we prescribed something which 
clashed with the definition of “active 
service’? in the Act, it would be ultra 
wires. 

Senator PRATTEN.—Am I to under- 
stand that no power will be given under 
this clause either to the Minister or to 
the Military Board, other things being : 
equal, to appoint men who saw no fight ‘ 
ing oyer the heads of men who did see 
fighting? 

Senator Prarce.—The amendment of 
the section proposed in ithis clause is 
actually designed to prevent the Minister — 
or the Military Board haying ‘such a2 


“active ser- 


be 
BR 


_ power. 


_Dafence ce 


we Leek assures the Committee that if the 


uA clause is passed as i: stands it will re- 
- strict the power of the Minister and the 
i ‘Military Board in the way I desire? 
 Senat®r Prarce.—Yes. Under the Act 
as it stands the Minister might do what 
- the honorable senator takes exception to, 
- but if the Act is amended as proposed by 
this clause, he will be prevented bla 
doing S00) 


Senator PRATTEN, — Despite the 


omission of the word “abroad,” we are 


to understand that the clause will, other 


_ things being equal, safeguard the interests 


of the men who fought abroad. 
Senator Pzarce.—That is so, 
Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [12.27|—The drift of the dis- 


_ cussion, if the Minister’s explanation is 
correct, and I do nov doubt that it 1s, 
leads me to the conclusion that the Com- 
mittee, in agreeing to clause 9, will de- 


liberately do a great injustice to a num- 


ber of valuable men in the military ser- 
_ vice. I take the case of men who volun- 
_teered for active service, but whose ser- 


vices in the organization of the Forces 
here were held to be so valuable that they 


were not permitted to go to the Front. 
Many of these men were actually looking 


for any opportunity to get away, but they 


"were always. met with the official reply 
that their services were required in Aus- 


tralia. These requests to be allowed to 


a go to the Front were made to such an 
extent that a regulation was issued pre- 


venting men soliciting permission to go 


abroad. 


Senator Hrzrorr—Were officers pre- 


: vented from going abroad right to the 
end of the war? 


Senator GARDINER.—There were 


: many competent officers who, during the 
a first two years of the war, were prevented 
| fom going to the Front. 


Senator Exzrrorr.—t think that. every 


one who wanted to go ultimately got 
is away. : 


Senator Draxr-Brocxman. — Those 


/ who were not allowed to go during the 
_ first two years were alive at the end of 
that period, which was a. certain  ad- 
ee pee. 


Senator GARDINER, — "Quite 80. 


i Tanorible senatcrs should consider the 


Be injustice that oye Ve anne under Om 


[SE vy. ATE 


ce PRATTEN. ——Then ie an 


: and he was kept in the Forces, we 
‘not impose a. Tad ssbiceay bar. aga: 


soe Minister for Defence) [12. 31]- 
vo the Paine aii will no ag ee 


away ‘as a lonteusee In te ye rs 
junior officer rises to the rank of co 
and then the man who was a 

when this man went away, and i 
captain, is permitted to go to the 
and serve under the colonel who hac 
his junior, because the junior w 
an opportunity that was never g 
the captain. If we, at this stage, 


fo a clause which may have the effect 


inflicting grave injustice upon m 
were prevented from going to th 
because of their efficiency, we § 
doing the Military Service no good. 
shall, on the other hand, be contin 
throughout their military careers the i 
justice inflicted upon men who were p 
vented from securing promotion int 
early days of the war by being compel 
to remain in Australia. We a 
to say that, no matter what positi 
may occupy, or what their abili 
be, there shall be no more prom 
these men. That is not justice. 
not a fair deal. Tf these men y 
vented from going to the Front afte 
volunteered, and if their persistency in + 
ing to get away was such that the 
fence authorities. had to make 

tion imposing a penalty upon a m 
trying to get away, I cannot agree 
honorable senators if they decide 
ing this clause, to further penali. 
men for the term of their natu 
To test the feeling of sot Comm 
‘move— 


That the following new paragraph , 
serted:—‘‘(d) Nothing in this clause 
militate against the promotion of any 
or non- -commissioned officer who Ahi 
active service.” 
The question of whether an offic : 
the Front was one which the milita 
authorities determined. If he w 
to go there and did not go, he 
put out of the Servicé. Upon ¢ 
hand, if his services were requ 


Promotion. 


Senator PEARCE (Western: 


HbA 


Savant proposed by Senator ekaiier. 
If this particular clause be agreed to, the 
provision in the principal Act ‘will 
parca. io Fe 3 
_ Notwithstandine anything contained in this 
_ Act, an officer who is eligible for promotion to 
a higher rank, and who has served as prescribed 
on active serv ice, shall, other things being 


“officer of the same rank who is eligible for pro- 
- motion to that higher rank and who has not 
80 served on active service. 

Under that provision we shall have the 
_ choice between two officers, each of whom 
aS: ae for promotion to the higher 
yank. Which of these officers ought to 
secure promotion—the one who has had 


active service, or ‘the one who has not?’ 


‘Surely the former. 
| Senator Garvrver.—Did not the Min- 
ister issue a regulation preventing officers 
_ who were kept behind even from applying 
for leave to go upon active service? 
Senator PEARCE.—There was a regu- 

lation of that sort framed during the 
early stages of the war, but before the con- 
flict ended every officer who wished to go 
’ to the Front was at liberty to do so. Of 

‘course, there were certain officers who de- 
sired to go upon active service, and whose 
_hames were submitted to the General 
aK Officer Commanding overseas, who said 
" sthat he did not want them, Most of thosc 
_ officers are now out of the Service. The 
amendment is entirely unnecessary. 

_ senator PAYNE (Tasmania) [12.33]. 
_ The Leader of the Opposition (Senator 
_ Gardiner) has completely ignored the ex- 
planation given by the Minister regarding 
_ ‘this clause. Instead of the officer to whom 
_ he referred being penalized, he will be pro- 
tected by this clause. The supposititious 
ease put forward by Senator Gardiner 
about the captain who was retained in 
Australia in order that he might prepare 
the men about to proceed io the Front 
_ sounded all right for the moment. But 
the Minister has since explained that an 
officer of similar rank might have been 
in charge of troops upon a transport, and 
that, under existing conditions, he enjoys 

a considerable advantage over the officer 

_ to whom Senator Gardiner referred. The 
clause will remove that injustice. 

Senator Prarce.—If an officer who went 
_ overseas had active service, he will have 
preference over an officer ofsequal rank 
who did not see active service in the 
_ matter of promotion. | 
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equal, be granted Pete ack in romotion to an, iif 
On 3 : : equal, to those who have incurred all of 


job well. 


Senator PAYNE.—-Yes. Senator Gar- 
diner might just as well argue that every. 


man who volunteered for service abroad — 


aud was vejected is equally entitled to a — 
preference. Surely it is reasonable that 


we should continue the policy of recognis- 


ing aetual service upon the field of harde) 
by giving a preference, other things being ~ 


the risks of war. It is perfectly clear | 
that the object of the clause is not to in- — 
flict injnstice upon the officers who re- _ 
maincd in sustralia, but to remove an in- 


justice by placing them upon the same 
footing as officers who were engaged upon — 


transports during the war. ae. 
Senator GARDINER (New South — 
Wales) |12.36].—I listened very carefully 
to the statement of the Minister for Dee 
fence (Senator Pearce), and it was be- — 
cause of his statement that I submitted — 
the amendment. J ask honorable senators 


whether an officer who was prevented from. 


going to the Front should be obliged to — 
suffer because his superiors would not 
permit him to go? That is the question 
upon which I desire to get a decision. 


Senator Sunior-—Hard cases make bad ae 


laws. POS: 
Senator GARDINER.—But a hard case 
may illustrate a bad law which should be — 
remedied. I am not putting an isolated — 
ease, because whenever a new brigade was - 
going to the Front there were any number 
of applications from officers who desired 
to accompany it. Indeed, the trouble be- 
came so acute that a regulation was issued 
forbidding these men io apply for permis- 
sion to go wpon active service. These 
officers acted under orders, and did their 
Now, when the war is over, we © 
are asked to stiy that they shall have no 
promotion im the future. : 
Senator Fosrmr.—tIs it a fact that men 


in the Permanent Forces who obtained 


promotion abroad have upon their return 
reverted to their former status? | 
«Senator PEARCE. —They got a ne up ae 
in rank. : 
Senator Foster.—I know a man who 
went abroad as a heutenant-colonel, but — 


he did not come back as 8 entamae “ 


colonel. Ae 
Senator GARDINER ——I do. not. me oi 

to prevent the advancement of men who — 
went to the Front. 

with officers who were kept here because — 


they were scam and upon a the 


I am concerned only 


Defence Department from going to they 


Front. 
‘injustice upon such officers, and will put 


‘ Seaining of our troops ease depended. 
Under this clause a man who joins the’ 


Service to-day may become a captain at 
the end of perhaps three or four years. 

Then, when it comes to a question of pro- 
motion, that man will be promoted over 
the heads of officers with perhaps twenty 
years’ service who were prevented by the 


The provision will inflict a grave 
a stigma upon them merely because they 


because their’ services were required here. 


Senator Duncan.—The regulation . to 


which the honorable senator refers was 
- reseinded. 


Senator GARDINER,.—Let  d« 
Duncan state the date upon which it was 
rescinded. I do not know that it was 


_ rescinded. 


Senator Daveur. —-] have a personal 
friend, an officer, who at first was pre- 


: Gentcd from going to the Front, but who, 


towards the close of the war, after the 


ih regulation had been rescinded, was told 


‘against their will? 


that if he did not go he efould lose his 
i0b. 
Senator GARDINER.—-I do not know 
that the regulation was rescinded.. 
Senator Prarcr.—Yes, it was. 
Senator GARDINER.—Then let us 
know when it was rescinded. ‘To the best 


of my knowledge, it was never rescinded. 


Senator Dunoan.—Il am certain that 
it was. 


Senator GARDINER.—lI 


invite the 


- honorable senator to produce the notice of 
its repeal. 
after the adjournment for lunch. 


I will produce the regulation 


Senator Duncan.—And J will produce 
the announcement of its repeal. 


Senator GARDIN ER.—This is a mat- 


“tex which is surely worth the attention of 


the Committee. Ought officers who re- 


mained in Australia owing to the action 


of the military authorities to be precluded 
from gaining future promotion? If they 


“were not allowed to go to the Front, why 


should they now be penalized for staying 
‘at home? If they were required at. the 


Front, they should have been sent there. 


Senator DuncaN.— What about the per- 
manent ofiicers’ who were sent 


Senator GARDIN ER.—The perm manent 


officer who refuses to go to the Front 


: oe be put out of the : Military Forces. 


Naw 


_ were prevented from going to the Front 


Senator: 


eneay 


t ouershle senator’s amendment. 
poidentend from the: 


: ae ye ve ee poor “fellow 0 


did not wish to goto.“ + laid: 

Senator GARDIN ER.—The perm 
officer in our Military Forces who 1 f 
to go to the Front when his services 
required there should be put out of 
Service. But if officers who were k 
Australia because of the valuable servi 
which they were continually renderin, 
the preparation of our troops are to 
prevented from gaining promotion ¥ 
future, they will be the victims of. 
grave injustice. Have these men s. 
their duty in any way? De io 
Maes Q 


who SV aluniageen Sot service ee : 
they knew jolly well that they wou 
be allowed to go. 


it vill hp said that, in ithe oes 
of the war when "divisions were 
formed, these cflicers volunteered 
ing that they could nct get away. 

Senator Draxe-Brockman.—At 61 
stage many of them volunteered 
knew they would not be allowed to = 

Senator GARDINER:—No doubt 
honorable senator has inside 
ledge of military matters of which I 
nothing, when he says that certain 
sons volunteered, but knew that 
would not be allowed to go. I am § 
ing of those who volunteered and 
to go but were prevented. ig 

Senator Drakre-Brockman. a 
are you going to distinguish 
them ? 


Senator GARDINER.—Thev ¢ 
dealt, with, as the clause suggests, in 
manner prescribed ; while those 
volunteered and were willing to 20 sh 
I contend, be treated on their mer 
That is all I am asking. I only 
fair deal for these men, and hay 
the position as clearly as I can I 
no desire to delay t the Committee ir 
Senator PRATTEN (New South sel 
[12.48].—Had not the utterances of 
Minister for Defence (Senator Pea 
and one or’ two inter jections satisfied 


ach as Senator Carding anticir 
should have been inclined to vote 


ree 10 


Chamber that for some considerable time 
before the war ended permission was prac- 
tically given to every man to go to the 
‘front, aud that those who did not 
volunteer, in effect, did not want to go. 
I eanncot, therefore, support Senator 
_Gardiner’s amendment. TI shall support 
_ the clause in order to give preference to 
the ‘‘dinkum’’ soldier as opposed to the 
-man who had an cpportunity to go to the 
war but did not avail himself of it. 
_ Amendment negatived. | 
Senator ELLIOTT (Victoria) [12.50]. 
_ —During the discussion cn the amend- 
ment, I have been looking at the British 
_ Army Act, and I desire to direct the 
~ attention of honorable senators to sub- 
secticn (1) of section 189— oS 
Im this Act, if not imeconsistent with the 
- context, the expression ‘‘ on active service,”’ 
‘as applied to a person subject to military law, 
means wheneyer he is attached to or forms 
part of, a force which is engaged in opera- 
tions against the enemy, or is engaged in 
Military operations in a country or place 
' wholly or partly occupied by an enemy, or is 
/ in military occupation of any foreign country. 
Senator Prarce.—I read that yester- 
day. . | 3 
7 Senator ELLIOTT.—Yes, but the point 
_ to be emphasized is the interpretation of 
_ the words “if not inconsistent with the 
- context.’’ If they were eliminated I 
_ agree that the difficulty would be satis- 
 factorily solved. This section was passed 
as being applicable to the British Act, 
and in its present form it by no means 
excludes the supposition that tpere may 
be some form of so-called acti¥é~ service 


Ps 


} Is there any- 
thing in the context of our Defence Act 
that is inconsistent with that section? 
_ There is not. You must see that. 

' Senator ELLIOTT.—It is an extra- 
ordinary proposition in law, and I sug- 
gest that the Minister should ask the At- 
torney-General to consider whether the 
words ‘‘if not inconsistent with the con- 
text’? may not give to the clause a 
meaning which we do noti desire. 

- Senator Pesrce.—That point has been 
fully considered by the Attorney-Gene- 


wanted to distinguish between active ser- 
vice abroad and real-active service; that 
vis to say, between those men employed 
transport and administrative jobs and 
sé on active service at the Front. This 


{12.52]—Again, om the definition of 


 ral’s Department. We told them that we . 


Senator ELLIOTT.—They may be 
right, but it seems to me that thera may 
be grave legal difficulties about establish- 
ing it if the point should ever arise. — 

Scnator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 


‘active service’? as interpreted by the 
British Army Act, I would draw the at- 
tention to sub-section (2) of section 189 
Senator Pearce.—That does not apply. 
There are no Forces of the British Govern- 
ment serving here. er 
Senator PRATTEN.—I shall read the 
sub-section referred to— hal eee 
(2) Where the Governor of a colony in 
which any ef His Majesty’s Forces are serving, 
or if the Forces are serving out of His 
Majesty’s Dominions, the General Officer com 
manding such Forces, declares at any time 
or times that, by reason of the imminence of — 
active service, or of the recent existence of — 
active service, it is necessary for the public — 
service that the Forces in the colony or under 
his command, as the case may be, should be. 
temporarily subject to this Act, as if they > 
were on active service, then, ‘on the publica- ~ 
tion in General Orders of any such declara~ 
tion, the Forces to which the declaration  ~ 
applies shall be deemed to be on active service _ &, 
for the period menticned in the declaration, ~ 
so that the period mentioned in any one 
declaration do not exceed’three months from 
the date thereof. : < 
To me this seems to indicate that if any 
declaration of this sort was made during 
the currency of the war by the officer 
commanding the Military Forces of Aus- 
tralia, 1t could be claimed now that sol- _ 
diers who enlisted here were actually on nee 
active service in the same sense as those - 
who enlisted and went to the Front. Pea 
Senator Prarce.—Do you say that such 
a declaration was made? We ee 
Senator PRATTEN.—No. TI am say- 
ing if any such declaration were made 
this might be the result. Bes Se 
Senator Pearce.—There was no such _ 
declaration. Bierce 
Senator PRATTEN.—Then, of course, 
this second sub-section cannot apply. [ak 
Senator Prarce.—No part of that sec- 
tion is applicable as regards the late war. 
Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [12.55]—If I understand the 
Minister correctly, there is now to be dif- 
ferentiation in military service between 
those who were not actually fighting, such. 
as the men who were garrisoning Rabau 
and the men who were at the Front. I 
presume, then, that the Minister will not 
regard their services as being more val 
able than the services of an officer doing 


training work in Austoalia, 


Defence 


eae PEARCE. ae 


a intention of further delaying the Com- 
- mnittee on this clause, because it will to 
- some extent restore the balance. I some- 


‘ i times deliberately set out to oppose the — 
oe Government with respect to matters of Ma 


which I disapprove, but I have no inten- 
_ tion of delaying the passage of this Bill. 
-- Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 


‘Senator GARDINER.—Then, t iat 


(12. 57|.—I am not quite satisfied yet that 


with the elimination of the word 
‘abroad ” the interpretation of this par- 
ticular section of the British Army Act 
43 in harmony with our views. It is; I 
think, advisable that we should definitely 
establish this question of consistency with 
_the context. We have had a very profit- 
able discussion upon it. 
Senator Prarce.—Attention has  al- 
ready been directed to the point raised 
by the honorable senator as to the mean- 
ing of ‘‘ active service.” This clause has 
been put in deliberately. It is not an 
> aceident. — 
. Senator SENIOR.—1 hope the Minis- 
ter will not think that any honorable 
senator who gets up to discuss this sim 
is opposed to the measure. “* 
» Senator Prarce.—No; but I cide 
understand why you assume that it is a 
- blunder. 
> Senator SENIOR.—I regret the Min- 
- ister cannot understand me, because I am 
endeavouring to make my position clear. 
Senator Prearce.—You are assuming 
that the draftsmen did not read the defi- 
nition of ‘‘ on active service ” in the Army 
Act. 
Senator SENIOR.—When the Minister 
dealt with this matter before the question 
ot consistency with the context was not 
waised. It appears that the definition of 
“on active service” in the Army Act 
rendered. it necessary to strike out the 
_ -word ‘‘ abroad,” so as to clearly define 
that it referred to those who were really 


on active service and not to those engaged 


OH ‘driving waggons. 
_ Sitting suspended from 1 to 2. 30 p.m. 
Senator ELLIOTT (Victoria) [2.30]. 
1 suggest to the Minister for Defence 
the desi bleness of inserting at this stage 
a definition of ‘‘ active service ’’ 


“members of the Permanent Forces 


want to be quite clear upon 


on: the 


lines of the Army Act, but leaving out 


- such words | as 
seottext.”?” 


“Minister : for Defence) [2.31] 


- inconsistent with thes 
| Pons ts ane nr ae nl 
Senator PEARCE (Westone: “Australia F 
1 ca | 


“nexion with the. wnesuan 
“cerning members 


_rison rulers 4 were Si frot 
abroad in the early stages of © 


definitely that an order was. 


x glad if the Minister for Detona : 
Pia Woe vache beonise ae I 


ee the” 


but I am unable at this junctur 
the date when they were rele 
allowed to volunteer, but it was, 
during 1916 or 1917. That rele 
not apply to other members of th 
manent Force. On the 23rd July, 
the Military Board recommended t 
be given an opportunity of going on 
service in such capacities as could 
ranged, and that was approved — 
mulgated on the 24th July, 1918. 


Senator GARDINER (New 
coe [2.33].—The Minister io 


Senator Paco —They a ‘Hoe 
yen committing a military offence, 


es been contrary to military d 
I understand from the Minister’s 
ment that a number apples 
permitted to leave Australia. 
tention is that an order was 


hibiting men from applying. 
tions were numerous, and I have 
clear recollection of some restrictioi 
placed on the men. 


cause I do not claim to have a 
recollection of the incident ; ead 


are net foreseen: in a ees 


permanent ater from. app. 


g the nae, rei they 

in Australia they were not en- 
romotion, That is what I have 
ing throughout: the debate. I 
r the impression that a regula- 
a general order, or something of 
. nature, was issued to prevent, them 

m. going abroad. 
nator PRATTEN. Was Hob ther honor- 
ator Assistant. Minister. for De- 

t the time? — 

nator GARDIN ER. ek had a Cet 
iexion with the Defence Depart- 
which may have brought | hae 
hat prominently into the matter, 
this was something I had | nothing 
: ae The Minister for De- 
Picts. gave - me a certain section of the 
“work to attend to—I have no Sear ene 


at was happening. ‘One would abil! 

‘be more impressed with what was 

ought under one’s difect notice; but I 
have a strong belief that officers were pre- 
mted by a military order from going 
‘abroad. The statement which has just 
Asta made by the Minister for Defence 
ws that a certain section of the men 
or _ not released until the 24th July, 


ir Duncan. Some of them were 


Id up for two years. 4 
tor GARDINER.—That is so. 
rely honorable senators can see the un- 
irness of the” whole position, because if 
@ man applied in July or August, 1918, 
he would be open to all sorts of imputa- 
and probably be charged with en- 
uring to go overseas when . there 


seemed a possibility of the conflict ter- 


g..1 think I have clearly stated 
sons for moving in this direction, 
: norable senators will realize that I 
e so in an endeavour to prevent 

n being unjustly treated. 
ng the course of this debate we 
stened to some interesting state- 
made by Senator Elliott and other 
senators, and sufficient, has been 
prove that a good deal of dissatis- 
ists. There is an impression 
c “e at appointments go by favour, 
at they are in the hands of a mili- 
I do not think any | one will 
: caused. 


‘culars I desire. 


t on. or the Rage Gane! Sta al is Oo 
well, but if that) support is lackin ig his 


position is hopeless. I followed § 


Elliott very closely when roreriag & the 7) 


case of Albert Jacka. I have had 
pleasure of reading a report writt or 
Colonel Courtney concerning the cirev 
stances under which Captain a1 acka we 
his distinction, and the value of the 
port: is increased by the fact that. it was 
written before the honour was con 

upon. the gallant soldier. Senator Drak: 


‘Brockman’s references to the inciden 


although very excellent, corrobora 


"practically all that Senator Elliot 


said. The fact that Jacka’s report as 
telligence Officer did not go to the Genera 
Officer Commanding does not carry 
weight, as I take, it ane das 


the report above Clerk own “signatu 
they did: not ays that, it was subs 


receive any more “uti, ehien clearl 
indicates that, there is something lackin: 
in our Military Department. No room 
should be left for false impressions, and 
we should draft our Acts in such a J 
that men cannot be unjustly treated. 

am. obliged for the information which the 
Minister has given, and-I trust that Tat 
on he will supplement it with the parti 
* I know from experienc 
that the Minister will be quite prepa 

to give all the information at his disposal 
even though it may not suit his case. 

still assert that in the early stages of 
war ial were prevented from, on 


Senate Dee. ETE et aan 
able senator to produce the documen 
Senator gna doe But hg cg 


ios is wrong. 


askéd, Nas 
Senator GARDINER. —Senator , 


certain pots ME ‘aa an “rien 


issued, and if it had been repealed 


had no knowledge of it. Senator P 
will not acknowledge ever now that 


order was issued, but admits that 


re informed that. they could enlis 
Senator PEARCE. —The fact th i u 
houncement was 


overseas. 


Imperial Force who served abroad ? 
understood him to say, in answer to a 


VeRAC 
Pe 


7916 


|  Defoace ‘ 


eenatoe GARDINER.  Hirnatin! and Tix 
- want proof of that, because I think it has 
- an important bearing on the manner in 


which we are to treat such officers and 
men. . Those who were in that unfor- 
tunate position have been superseded for 
all time. 


Senator Fox. They lost their promo-. 


tion by not being able to go. 


Senator GARDINER.—Exactly. All 


these injustices are placed upon those men 


who were reduced in the estimation of 
their fellows because they did not proceed 
I do not wish to thresh this 
matter threadbare, though | the Minister’s 
statement bears cut what; I have already 
said. If such an order was issued on 
the 24th July, 1918, I think we are per- 
petrating a further injustice if we penalize 
these men because they obeyed military 
orders, 

‘Clause agreed to. 

Clause 11— 

After section 21a of the principal Act the 
following new sections are inserted :— 

“D144. Notwithstanding anything contained * 
in the last two preceding sections, an officer of 
the Military Forces, who has been engaged on 
active service abroad, may be promoted on such 


‘conditions as are prescr ibed. 


“21aB. Notwithstanding anything -contained 
in this Act, persons who ‘have been engaged on 


active service abroad may be— 


(a) appointed .or promoted to be officers 
in the Citizen Military Forces, and 
may be granted such commissioned 
rank and allotted such seniority as 
are from time to time approved by 
the Governor-General on the recom- 
mendation of the Military Board; or 

(b) appointed or promoted, as prescribed, 
to be warrant officers or non-com- 
missioned officers in the ue Mili- 
tary Forces.”. 


Senator ELLIOTT (Victoria) [2.43].— 


Will the Minister for Defence (Senator 
Pearce) explain whether sub-clause 21aa 


deals with all the officers of the Australian © 
hi 


tegen I put to him, that all officers of 
e Australian Imperial Force who served 
abroad had been admitted to the Forces 


here with a rank equivalent to that which 


they held overseas. 


"i ee peasy Bppoitieds 


a.) 
SHA 


If such is the case, 
presumably they are covered by the term 
in this proposed new section “ an officer 
of the Militafy Forces.” 

Senator PEARCE. —It includes those and 
ethers. 

Senator ELLIOTT.—Those who 


have | 


Bee 
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“nary apprentices, and the same de, 


for drawing attention to the matte 


_ which he is attending the ship or camy 


_ the ronelnsion ae Hes continuous, 


Pais sats! 


be 


Senator Prancg. es. eae, 
Senator ELLIOTT. Proposed w 
tion 214p will necessarily relate on 
officers of the British, Canadiaans ol 
outside Forces? 
Senator Prarce.—That is as 
stand it. j 
Clause agreed te. ‘ 
Clauses 12 to 14 aie 02.5 
Senator ELLIOTT Mees [ 
I move . 
That the following new clause ben ins 
“14a. Section 404 of the principal 


Hiceship ’ “the words “or under articles. 


vice ’.” 
Section proposed to be amended :— — 
404. In time of war any person 


obligation under the articles, enlist 
Military Forces, and any person who so 
lists shall not be liable, during the pe 
of his service in the Forces, and wnt 
reasonable period thereafter, to be claw 
for service under the articles. Me 
« My object.is to provide for articled cle 
of solicitors and articled employe 
surveyors, architects, and professi 
men generally. These persons al 
strictly bound in their clerkships as 


protection should be given them if 
are compelled to break their ae 
force of law. 

Senator PEARCE (Western & 
—Minister for Defence) [2.50] 
prepared to accept the proposec 
clause, and am obliged to Senator E. 


owith. It might be held that a 
articled, for example, to an architee 
not an apprentice. Clearly, howey 
person would be in the same cate 
an apprentice, and, therefore, sh¢ 
granted a similar degree of protectio 

Clause agreed to.. 

Clause 15— : 


Section 408 of the principal Act is ar 
by adding at the end thereof the follow: n 
section :— | 


(3) Where any person employed. 
articles of apprenticeship is required to- 
@ ship or camp of continuous training u 
Part XII., or is on war service with the Citi: 
Forces called out under section 46 of th 
- his articles of apprenticeship shall b 


to be suspended during the period 


tinuous training or. is on such wa 
and if his master refuses to re-empl 


Rly ee 


ervice the aie: shall be guilty of ay 


ays Fifty pounds. Z A 
_ Section proposed to be amended :— Ma 
-  40n——(1) Any person employed wnder 
articles of apprenticeship who has wm time 
_ of war enlisted in the Military Forces shall, 
upon discharge from the Military Forces, 
unless the Minister otherwise determines, 
be entitled, within a period of three months 
afier the date of his discharge, or, im the 
_ case of a person discharged before the com- 
- mencement of this section, within three 
_ months after such commencement, to re- 
— sume his employment under his articles of 
apprenticeship and the period served by 
him after discharge shall be deemed to be 
- @ continuance of the period served. bs y him 
prior to enlistment. 

(2) Lf any master, upon the application 

of an apprentice who is entitled under the 
last preceding sub-section to resume his 

employment, refuses to re-employ him, he 

shail be guilty of an offence. 

 Penaliy: Fifty pounds. — ’ 

Motion (by petiaiot Exiiorr) agreed 
ton oe 

That the clause be amended by inserting 


he tes the word “amended” the following para- 
“graphs :- oa \ 


(a). hy inserting after the word “ appren- 
ticeship ”, (wherever occurring), the 
Pi 2 words “or articles of service ’ 
© + ¢b) by inserting after the word ‘ ‘employ- 
ws - ment”, the words, “or service” 
Ley, by inserting after the word “ appren- 
pean ‘tice’ the words “or person serving 
esa under articles and”’. 
(d) ” 
ae EARLE (Tasmania) [2.55].— 
é act direct attention to the penalties set ont 
oar connexion with infringements. it 
seems incredible that any employer would 
- refuse to take an apprentice into his ser- 
vice again after he had been compelled to 
~ absent himself owing to military duties. 
- However, ‘should such a case occur, a fine 
of £50 would be inadequate. The offence 
is, in my opinion, a criminal one of the 
‘ worst type. If an employer is so antago- 
 nistie to the defence of his country as to 
penalize an employee by dismissal merely 
‘because he has compulsorily attended his 
military duty, he should be punished by 
bas term of imprisonment. There were 
“eases during the war where certain em- 
ployers—either anti-militarist or indif- 
ferent to the defence of Australia—re- 
_ fused to take back their men upon return- 
ce ing home. Such conduct may well be 
repeated in the future, either in time of 
peace or war. I therefore mover— 


at the words x ete, ee ‘i (wherever 
r) be. to. inserting 


— prisonment ”, by 


away with discretion. 


the same penalty of six 


i six | months 


jin- ee Thereot ihe words, 


_ Senator Dies. — Would ‘not San 
action at law lie against the employe 
he refused to re-employ his apprentice? 
Senator EARLE. — Even so, who is 
going to finance the latter in undertaking 
a civil action? We should insure that nm 
such circumstance shall arise by provid 
ing such a deterrent as a. term of 
prisonment. 
Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) | 3. 0] — 
i can appreciate Senator Harle’s motives 
in submitting this amendment, and his : en- 
thusiasm for ie protection of the interests 
of apprentices or persons serving under 
articles who may be dismissed by their 
employers because of the breach in their 
articles of apprenticeship involved in ser- 
vice at the Front o¥ in camps of training. ‘ 
Such enthusiasm is to be respected, but 
we should not allow enthusiasm to run 
Under Senator | 
Earle’s amendment all employees offend 
ing against the clause would be liable to. - 
months’ imprison-_ 
ment. paar oie 
Senator Earte.—That would he a 
maximum. ae 
Senator PAYNE.—What I mean is 
that they weuld be liable to imprisonment | 
instead of to a monetary penalty, no Me d 
matter what extenuating cireumstances) 
they might be able te advance. If the 
honorable senator were to suggest that, m 
addition to the fine, there should be an ul 
alternative of imprisonment, that would 
give the authorities the opportunity : 
exercise their discretion, and deal with” 
each case on its merits. It is quite poss 
sible that at the outbreak of hostilities 
an employer might be conducting a 
highly prosperous businessy enabling him 
to employ a number of apprentices. Some- _ 
thing might happen during the war pericd — 


. ehich would so diminish his business that 


at the close of the war it would be quite 
impossible for him to employ the. same 
staff of apprentices as he had before the 
war. Senator Karle, by his amendment, : 
proposes that such an employer should be 
imprisoned because he could not Bs 
with the Act. 

Senator Haryte.—That would be z a very 
exceptional case, 
Senator PAYNE.—We have to provi 
for exceptional cases, and the provis: 
eed be mene so. clastic: as to give. My 


Tee Defence. 


mete out oe ave hold no brief for the 
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2 employer who has taken advantage of the 
absence of an apprentice fighting for his 


ne country, in order to refuse to re-employ 


him on his return. It is my desire that 
_ every returned soldier should, on his re- 
turn, secure as good, if not a ‘better posi- 
tion, ‘than that which he occupied before 
he went to the war. But I think it would 
be dangerous to accept so severe a penalty 
as that proposed by Senator Harle when 


in the case of some offenders against the 


clause there might be extenuating circum- 
stances which would not justify the im- 
position of the penalty of imprisonment. 

‘The honorable senator would be better ad- 
vised if‘ he proposed that provision should 
be made for a fine or for imprisonment, so 
that the merits of each case might be con- 


sidered. 


‘Senator Garpiner.—To provide a fine 


or imprisonment would leave matters as 

they are, as only a fine would be imposed. 

Senator PAY NE.—Does the honorable 
‘senator desire to lay down a law that, no 
matter how mild an offence against the 
clause may be, the penalty imposed shall 
be imprisonment? To do so would be to 
do an injustice to citizens of Australia. J 
hope that discretion will be given to the 
authorities to. treat every offence. against 
the clause on its merits. 


‘Senator FOLL (Queensland) [3.4|.— 
‘I should like to hear from the Minister 
~ fer Defence 
there is anything in the principal 

Act permitting extenuating circumstances 


to be taken into account, Senator 
Payne has mentioned that an em- 
ployer might go out of business, and I 


_ should like to know whether there is any 
- provision in the existing Act to exempt 


him in such circumstances from Deety 


under this clause, 
Senator Draxre-Brockman.—He okt 


(Senator Pearce) whether 


y trade as a limited liability company, as a_ 


_ proprietary company, or in half-a-dozen 
- other ways, to escape his obligation under 
the clause. | 
| Senator FOLL.—Senator Payne has 
pointed out that owing to adverse condi- 
tions an employer might find it impossible 
to re-employ apprentices who had been on 
active service. 1 think provision should 


be made to meet cases of that description. 


_ I am heartily in agreement with the sen- 
_timents expressed by Senator Earle, and 


b I should be prepared to give him support 


if he proposed an alternative of imprison- 
‘ment as well as a # mmewei ity penalty. 


ER LRM 


ees those liable under thi: 


- cause, with the. best will in the 


: ee peep. aot hee ai 


I should like the "Mine “to. 


every employer, and not merely those 
employ apprentices or articled cler 
my opinion, every employer sh 
compelled to re-employ previous em: 
cn their return from active service or 
training in camp. There have bee 
in which returned men have been 
to secure the positions which the 
before they enlisted because, in. 
sence, Wied bse han have pees 


If an employer pera to re-emp 
employee because of his military si 
a pretty stiff penalty is proposed b 
Bill. not 


doc the eres. i) have no objectic 
increas ee it or to pee a he 


ide an. ee re : ane 
doubt. On the other hand, th 
be very serious cases where pu 
by linprisonment, would not 
severe, 


Senator 
months’ 


EARte. —Fifty pounds, 
imprisonment, or both? 


Senator PEARCE.—I could n 
my way to accept such an amenc 
as that suggested by Senator Foll 


an employer might not be able 
employ a man after his return 
Front. He might not have em 
to give him. ‘Speaking gem 
think that the employers of Aw 
have ap oes the bond ve 


oy aie return pias chet Front. 
have not been. many cases, 
admit there have been | some, 


ae undue viciousness. in Tena 

, ‘ renin came across 

. Aus- 

r lian eae was a Ee Tt was 
eally a proprietary company; but. there 
a y ohe man concerned. He de- 
. the Australian Government and 

: avy. When the officers of the 
rown Law Department got on his track 
2 a that the ony a? 


> but they found ‘also that ise 
d not imprison a limited _ liability 
pany. Consequently, this ‘‘ scally- 
2’? who took down the Australian 
vavy got off scot-free. from any conse- 
quen: es of his illegal action. I think 
4 Senator Earle would be well ad- 
if he proposed to add after the 
“ee ‘Fifty pounds ”’ the words, 
or six months’ imprisonment. 
nator Earte.—I ask leave to “a 


[8.13].— 

amend om that. niceente: 
breach of the law 
ir cadet training. 


aiioteninent 
in connexion 
cis can well 


ae pine. penalties, and fines to the 
limit to enable them to Sa 

ir own way, voting for such a 
tendment, but I shall not ‘cnaent 
to the Lr ea a ae 


c ae Sag, the Aisne 
yi for reasons of his own ’’? 
iP For rea- 
is own, reasons of his business, 


aa as a le ‘of 61X ature, 


prisonment for aD offence against ; 
clause would be. Iam not nea: até 


ieee! in. ihe sees let of 
events, might shortly be 
eae ee 


tatore ion al 
found to 0 
This Meta al 


be fornia " titend to oppose 


vee en of a military Soli or a mul 


panties in the maminienas of 1 
Defence Act is concerned. I m 
oppose such a penalty as one E: FS 
has suggested. 
Senator GARDINER ou 
Wales) |3.15].—When first it was $s 
initted, Senator Karle’s amendment a 
pealed to me. * 
Senator Prarcy.—But since it Naw 
accepted by the Government, it bears « 
different complexion? i 
Senator GARDINER.-—I doe He fh ie 
my remarks on this measure Justi: es 
the Minister’s suggestion that I am 
‘agin’? the Government all the time. I 
thought, when Senator Earle was speak- 
ing, bar ihan employer deliberately us ed 


, his power to prevent a youth in ae servi 


from. doing his military training, in the 
interests of the country, ee any 
penalty was good enough for him; bu 
while Senator Pratten: was speaking 
effectively against the proposal, I could 
see, with him, the gradual encroachmen 
of the military influence on the C1VL 
power. I think now, that there is ro 
for thought concerning Senator Har 
Binondment: Why should penalties f 
military offences be more savage-—if 
may use the term—than penalties: f 
civil offences? I am satisfied that if ¢ 
penalty be made so severe no Courts 
Australia will order any iniprboue 


for offences of this kind. 


the penalties must be commensurate 

the offence, otherwise we shall never 

conviction, i 
Senator Prssce.—This 1s not. ° 

protection of tae milita ary authori i 

the enforcement of military disci 
1s one for the Las 


vide that, instead 
‘ prisonment, the employers be required to 
‘pay, say, six months’ wages to his ap- 


7930 | 


tar GARDIN ER. ay see the’ posi- “ 
tion quite clearly. And if it is for the 


“protection of the apprentice, why not pro- 


protection for the apprentice. 
~ look at We ats as 
must realize that if an employer Aue 


of six months’ 


That certainly would be some 
We must 


We 


prentice ¢ 
they confront us. 


wants to get rid of an apprentice, he nee 


me not commit an offence against the ha. 


sions of this Bill at all. I venture to say 
that, in ‘order to evade a conviction, he 


ie would take good care to re-engage his ap- 


me prentice at the conclusion of his period 
of training, and then discharge him for 


some other offence. 
to 


SO, easy 


: eetharge an apprentice. 
Senator GARDINER.—No doubt; buz 
3 at we make the penalty for an offence of 


a this nature too severe, employers will be 


r 


. 


_ time. 


‘well aware of the risks, and adopt other 


means to send about their Raabe 


apprentices or employees whom they do 


not wish to continue in employment. 
Senator Pratien’s remarks awakened in 
my mind thoughts that were there all the 
I see the danger of the encroach- 
ment of military caenea 2 in eivil affairs, 
and I join him in resenting it. 


Senator DUNCAN (New South Wales) 


 [8.91).—After the fine appeal by my 
honorable friend, Senator Gardiner, on 


behalf of the employing classes, I should 


 \ike to say a word or tivo for the em- 


ployed, for the apprentice, who, to: my 


~ mind, is more worthy of UE RE | in 
‘a matter of this sort than anybody else. 
Senator Pratten and Senator 
have both missed the point. 
- proposes to establish a penalty for the em- 
 ployers who refuse to engage or re-estab- 


r Gardiner 
The clause 


lish in their work an apprentice who has 


Kern ealled away to do military training. 


‘The position is perfectly clear. 
“prentice, by the law of the land, is re 
quited to. dé 
/ or war 


An. We 
to edriai miblitary ieeaine 
service ; ah AO RE week 
or two, or longer, ae in t's clause we 
are providing “that when his period of 
military service is completed, he shall, 


he Tie 


ioe at least, be assured re-engagement by hi. 


us employer. 
6 the: interest of the apprentice. 
le want it to go ao tp this. eats 


This, I submit, 1S entirely mn 


We do 


im-_ 
from the employer the right to re use 
engagement to any employee who ma 


freshing to hear Senator Gardiner sp 


the employer is well able to look 
himself. 


but that if he dispensed with the se 


in some other portion of the Ac 


to make no effort to roe them in 
circumstances. We want to tal 


taken away temporarily from his empl 
ment to do military training. I 
ing on behalf of the employer. As 
He has at his disposa 
means of getting rid of an appret 
whose services are not satisfactory 


articles of apprenticeship contain 
sions to this end. We a to. 


liament Corea him to det" 
military training whether he lke 
not. I hope the clause will be allo 
stand. fe 


Senator GARDINER (New So 
Wales) |3.25].—I venture to say, 1 
orable senators think it strange 


Siulor Dunes speakitia on b 
the employees. But when he has b 
here a little longer, he will =o 


servatiem in my nature. Tam ey r 
a’ great hurry to interfere with 7h 
enstoms and institutions which 


paid ee Behaten Danewe 
himself that he speaks as the champ 
the employees. I may point out 
directed my attention to this clause, ¢ 
showed how it was possible for an « 
ployer to dispense with the services. 
employee without anything being 


of an apprentice, he might be puni 


Senator Prarcr.—Other employe 
provided for under section 134 of “ 


Senator GARDINER: —I- 
glad to hear that.. But why ae @ di 
ing with apprentices in this ¢ 


osition of other employees 
ae ee i of ae 


A have tine “Section 134 per 


| dees 
Sena or GARDINER. fa es pro- 
ie ae in ee, section of the Act for a 


cl rges him beciilige he is called upon to 
do military duty, yes. 
Senator Foster.—But they can 
over the difficulty i in some other way.” 
_ Senator Prarcy—There have been 
several convictions. 
» Senator GARDINER.—It will ha easy 
for an employer to adopt other means if 
Pik there i is a penalty for the discharge of an 
employee because he attends to his mih- 
tary duties. 
Senator Praxrce. —That Maen has 
been put up in other cases, and yet we 
have a substantial number of convictions. 
Senator GARDINER—I am_ glad 
such is the case. I should be glad, also, 
if it could be provided that some af those 
penalties could be directed into the 
pockets of the people who suffered, be- 
| cause, after all, it is not much satisfac- 
' tion to a man who has been discharged be- 
 gause: he has been called upon to do mili- 
dary training, to find that his former em- 
ployer has been penalized to the extent of 
_ 9s, or £50, or imprisoned for twenty-four 
_ heurs or until the rising of the Court. 
Senator Prarce. auidiat§ is provided. for 
» the. Act. The Court may, if it thinks 
_ the circumstances warrant, order some 
portion, or the whole of, the penalty to 
be paid.to the employee who has been 
; discharged. ‘ 
Senator PRLTTEN (N ew South Wales) 
a wh asec hil wage a sige just now 


get 


é 


in Papper of protection for the master 
u etic against the military sys- 
. We have had cadet training in Aus- 
‘cone a number of years, Chad the 


com PRATTEN.—The penalty in 
he hy st. 


alae measure Sieore t me foe dudes 


to be amended by clause 15 of the Bill, will read 


months. 


‘extreme, a Force could be sent to ‘Thurs-_ 


the heading of “ Resumption by ‘Appren: n- 
tices of Service under Articles,” reads— 
Section 408 of the principal Act, as. proposed 


as follows. . . . Penalty £50., 


Then there is an amendment. and Nae 
sub-clause, with another penalty of £50 

“Senator Puarce,—The section under 
which we obtain convictions is No. 134 ¢ 
the principal Act, where the penal 
£100. if 

Senator PRATTEN.—That will no: 
affect my argument, which is that if the 
is a monetary penalty in connexion wi 
this, and no other, it is more likely to pro- 
tect the employer’s apprentice than if we 
had a sentence of imprisonment up to s 
It must not be overlooked that 
not only cadets are affected, but men who 
go on military service for a period of — 
years. I believe that, as the months roll — 
on, the Minister will find it more and 
more apparent that our Defence Acts and 
military methods will very largely have 
to go into the melting pot. If a sentence 
of six months’ imprisonment is added to. 
the penalty, it would give greater power 
to the military atithorities to deal with an 
apprentice in whatever form they like, be- 
cause his interests will not always be — 
considered. To carry the argument to its 


day Island, Rabaul, or any other of the 
Possessions under the Commonwealth eon- 
trol, and kept there on military service for. 
twelve months, or even two years. In such 
a case, those serving would be considered 
to be on service, and the military authori 
ties would allow both the employers’ in 
terests, and, in certain circumstances, the 
apprentices’ interests, to go hang. wv 
Senator Prarce. The honerable sena. 
tor means in times of peace. ey: 
Senator PRATTEN.—These senwiaee 
apply to apprentices serving in the Ae 
tralian Military Forces. 
Senator Pzarce.—We could not. cnh 
apprentices to Thursday Island for two 
years in time of peace. - ee 
Senator PRATTEN. eae ‘not 
But I répeat that I do not wish to se 
extreme penalties alae on either side. 


I believe that power is piven to the “Mini 
ter for Defence Coates dere. under ) 


ee sympathetic manner there is power for 


ie isgprovided i in the principal Act to assist 
an émployer who may be detrimentally 
affected by his apprentices being taken 
_. away. If the Minister has power under 
the Act to grant an exemption to an ap- 
_ prentice in cases of hardship, it is not un- 
~ reasonable to ask—although I do not see 
how it can be done in this clause—that 
similar exemption should be granted to 
the employer, the success of whose business 
may depend upon the assistance of his 
apprentices. If the clause is passed in its 
‘present form, perhaps it could be re- 
drafted so that power could be given to 
the Minister to grant exemptions. 


Senator Prarcze.—In practice employers 
have availed themselves of the power of 
the Minister to exempt. They have fre- 
quently applied, and have been granted 
oe. 

Senator FOLL.—It may happen that a 
| los is learning a most important branch 
/ of a trade when he is called upon for ser- 
' vice, and the authorities, wherever pos- 
~ sible, should grant an exemption, T am 


as that, to a large extent, overcomes the 
point raised by Senator Pratten, 


a Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
13. 40].-Senator Gardiner said that ex- 
cessive penalties would be detrimental to 

_ the apprentices; but he must not overlook 
the fact that the provision we are now in- 

-. serting 1s in addition to what is already in 
the principal Act. The honorable sena- 
' tor will see that this provision is designed 
ae to protect an apprentice against a master 
who desired to take advantage of his com- 
-pulsory absence. An apprentice is bound 


oe to his employer under articles which pro- 


vide that the service shall be continuous. 
_ On the return of an apprentice from war 
service, an employer may say, “ These 
ey articles provide that your service shall be 
dees continuous, and as you have violated them 


i _by going away, your apprenticeship can- ° 


: not be continued.” If a youth goes abroad 
_ to serve his country, the Government, have 


_. provided that he cannot be punished, and, 
therefore, a penalty of £50 can be imposed 
on an. employer who treats an apprentice 


uptenrly.: Bevan Gardiner was atepcat 


: service paki Oe haat oul be im- it 
posed upon the person called up, and con- | 
- sequently, ifthe Actis administered in a 


- the Minister to grant exemptions in cases — 
ais hardship. On the other hand, nothing | 


he returns he may endeavour 
glad to learn that exemptions are allowed, ! 


If .an employer attempts to ae 


| hy y: 


to the penalty for offences 


view of the discussion, I t 
can anticipate the honorable senato1 
port, because he now believes 

should not do anything: unjust. 
, ve is one what ds ee 4 


can was  pneane ry fe 
honorable senator has lost sight 
fact that it is the employer who 

involved, and that we are try: 
tect the apprentice cient Bi 
acne: 


I fonanel my seat 4, assist oe 
If the: Honora! senator ake 
must eee 


we make ee too severe we 
to defeat the intentions i the 


“You are only prerostiae one ae 
answer to that is that it 1s quite 
one case we have clear evidence + 


that. 1t me be coninaee 
Gardiner objected to the penalt 


The employer andorinicss fen kee 
his employ for a certain period, 


the arrangement, in which case” 
vernment have power to i a 


of cle 
ducatar think that ‘ce is a a 


life? a 
Senator. SENIOR. —That is th 


mum, 


Senator GARDINER.—I was — 


trivial. ee 
Senator SENIOR, 1 hee 
senator is now convinced that 
vious statement was unjustified. 
Senator GARDINER. aid le not 
what I had to say. 
Senator SENIOR ee ‘no 


if Ls had Tiree ih eas to 

as it is. Honorable senators will 

ember that 100 years ago the laws 

throughout. the world, including those in 

own Empire, were extraordinarily 

severe, and men were transported for 

stealing a merket pancieolict or evark a, 
rabbi a 


ator sD andun “What. abut the 
r of times the honorable senator 
ne avagely i Paeayed men. 1 for failing 
to salute him? — 

Senator ELLIOTT a was ee ty 
the only senior officer who emphatically 
yrotested against an attempt to institute 
th hates of osttan a Seer ae motor 


B sior Prarcy,—I rise to a point of | 
s or. On a or iendees of Fetath 1s or is” 


der to. kay in. Peete reminis- 
mces which have no bearing whatever. 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
I understood that the honorable sena- 
introducing an illustration to show 
undesirableness of inflicting what he 
ied “ savage punishment.” TT do not 
thin : he will be straining the provisions 
our Standing Orders in reasonably 
fol] wing: that line of argument. 


Senator ELLIOTT.—An effort was 
di i. create another “custom of the 
Service”? which would have been fruitful 
f evil. ve refer to the practice of attach- 
ea Union Jack to the front of any 

car appropriated to the use of a 


Eyery time that car went by 


ly—officers and men—had ‘to 
Often the car would be empty. 

or Payne—Would you be salut- 
: general, the car, or the flag? 

On! ELLIOTT. —The idea was 


eneral, who was in the ear, or— 


1 ned to be in it, should be 


spect to apprenticeship. T ask hi 
to heed irrelevant interjections. 


' Senator. ELLIOTT. — Orders _ 
issued that men should be punishe 
they sai to salute a general’s | 


an emphatic protest. 
the effect of punishment for sucl 


ject, namely, the bate rhetiene ‘of, diac L 
line, and that to inflict punishment of : 
savage nature’ would tend to bring ih 
whole authority of the Army ene con 
tempt among the ranks. he 


The CHAIRMAN.—Order!- L con 
sider the honorable senator is now indulg 
ing in redundancy which, in any case, 
irrelevant to the arieienent: he 


Senator ELLIOTT.—The point T wi 
to make is that this is a civilized age 
when the public are more amenable to 
the laws of the land, and when punish- 
ments provided in regard to breaches of | 


the law are no longer savage or out of 


proportion to the nature of the offence. 
If any employer, in the exercise of wha 

he believed to be his rights, were to at 

tempt to dismiss an apprentice, it would 
be rightly regarded as a savage form of 
punishment if he were landed in gaol 
without redress. The tendency of the i Rhian 
fliction of such punishments would be to. 
turn the public mind against our mili- 

tary laws altogether. It might even 
swing the people right over from a state 
of obedience to law to the embracing ” of 


Bolshevism. 


Senator Cox.—The honorable nena 
is giving them a good lead in that diree 
tion. | 

» Senator HLLIOTT, — hare ig. ne 
ground for an accusation of that charac: 
ter. 

The CHAIRMAN.—I ask ihe hong 
able senator not to digress with a. disse 
tation upon Bolshevism, 

peor ELLIOTT. aoe we deface our 


be pea against “the laws of the ee . 
bub there will be a eae to ae 


_Baportation ‘of (REPRESE 


ras a 


Ayes ain ra mae ees 
Do woes sha Aap ats 
Majority >". er: 
ae es AYES, 
ONO iy Oa Payne, H. J. M, 
. Drake-Brockman, FE. A! Pearce, G. F. 
pe Marie, J. Rowell, J. 
' Foll, ‘A. Ss. Senior, W. 
. Foster, G..M. Thomas, J. 
By Henderson, G. 
Millen, FE. 'D. ‘“ Teller: 
a) Newland’ A de Largie, H. 
cS NOES. 
» Bolton, W. K. Pratten;) H.\ i. 
i, doLitott, A, H, Vardon, HE. GC. 
Gardiner, A, Teller: 
Guthrie, J. F. Duncan, : W. L. 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 


Progress reported. 
Senate adjourned at 4 p.m. 


~- 


House of Representatives. 


Friday, 29 April, 1921. 


 -Mr, Seraxer (Hon, Sir Elliot Johnson) 
~ took the chair at 11 am., and read 
_ prayers. | 


EXPORTATION OF WOOL. 
Mr, HIGGS.—In view of the serious- 


y ness’ of Sir~ John Higgins’ proposed 
remedy for the wool crisis, which the 
_ Prime Minister says he is not sure will 


cure the disease, will the Acting Prime 


- Minister, before introducing a Bill to 


Yestrict the exportation of wool, give 


put their case before the Government ? 


sir JOSEPH COOK.—The matter to 
_ which the honorable member refers is one 
of the most important with which this 
_ House has had to deal. I think that the’ 


debate on it should proceed to-day; and 


_ after the discussion has informed the mind. 
of Ministers, the Government will take 


‘ ‘ Hake’ s amendment)—put.. The one ie 
, mittee divided. : 


the forthcoming debate with th - 


- ample time to all the interests aihected to 


the whole subject into consideration. Be- 


 eause of the seriousness of the matter, I 
de not propose “to do anything hastily. 
- On the other hand, action cannot be de- 
_ ferred too long. Ministers must try to 
us obtain from every, ee oe available 


edge of the basis on which payme: 


as s00on as we can, as’ to the Oo 


before a determination is come to. 
the course to be taken. 


low:— 


Anfomiation, fae then Sate up 


y 


tire eran Sasa audnr ae 


interest, so that I may be A 


paid to the Nese concerned? 


Mr, LATRD SMITE. —The_ 
ment of the Navy is paying all 
by Arbitration Courts. Lt the 


Tri btinal, the “subject -matter 
consideration. i 


M a mat ne 4 
Ww hether he will institute inquiries. 


a to the A darts adopted, at P. 
consigned sper s:s, Roserie, 28th M 


pyerwelaht some ve ‘to the excess of 1 
also acs ship Manicia, on 20th instant? 


the matter, 


TATTERSALL’S cw 
PROHIBITION OF LETTERS. 


Mr. BLAKELEY asked the 


master-General, woon notice— 


Postmaster-General’s Department, and 
ther parcels or letters will be deli 
them? Rey 

2. Is it a fact that letters! cot 
ment of income tax from proceeds 
sall’s Sweeps are carried by the Postn 
General’s Department; also letters for 
Casket. Art Union, and other sweeps? 

3. If so, in view of the apparent’ 
will he consider the advisability of rem 
2 i prohibitions? . 


Mr. WISE.—The answers to. ; 
orable member’s eres gn are as. 


TAY as; 
2.’The Postal oe hal n 


ome tax ase is Haag are made. 


yf ake Gphareo will be considered. on 
ia 


- 


a oe | 
“will, he arrange to hove the British “Army 


Act. (if it is proposed to incorporate it in our 
Defence Act) printed and circulated among 


honorable members? * 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. —The clauses 


Pato. Wears: the Gull paches this 
a ouse the honorable member’s sugg gestion 


PAPERS. 


Bea JOSEPH COOK I tay on the 
able the following papers :— 


ae Peace Treaties. Panes relating to Signing 
Bhs Me Ratification of thé Peace Treaties— 


t a) Memorandum dated 12th March,’ 
: 1919, ‘circulated by Sir Robert 
Borden on behalf of the Dominion 
Prime * Ministers. 
(0) Rules of the Peace Conference con- 
tained in Annex II. to Protocol I. 
of the Conference, defining the 
position and representation of the 
several Powers, including the 
Dominions , nese 18th January, 
1919). 


() Bet ior densa between the Com- 

monwealth Government and _ the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies 

i - concerning ‘the signing and rati- 
fication of the Peace Treaties. 


d) Order in Council passed in Aus- 
tralia, moving His Majesty the 
Bs King to issue letters patent ap- 
‘ pointing plenipotentiaries in re- 
spect of the - 
eae 


‘the "possession of the Geeramene. 
_ those referred 
| and 


Commonwealth of 


Piiohete resumed from 28th el (utde ' 
page 7872), on motion by Mr. Hvex : 
That the following paper be printed: — 
Wool.—Resolutions of a meeting of wool 
growers held at Parkes (New So tl 
Wales) on the 23rd April, 
reference to the Wool Growing Indus 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.5].—I do 
not think that a more important ‘sta 
ment than that of the Prime Minist 
yesterday, was ever delivered i 
Chamber. It was in the nature of an 
interim Budget, giving information. upon. 
various matters in which the country i 
deeply interested. The Prime Minister 
addressed himself to the subject of econ- 
omy. I can tell the Government how it 
could save £100,000, though the mem- 
bers of the Country party would not Mine 
for my proposal. 


Mr. Rozserr Coox.—I could tell th 
Government how it could save £200,000 
but no member of the Opposition would: 
vote for the proposal. 


Mr. TUDOR.—My suggestion is Hale 
es he of electing a Federal Convention 

| frame an amended Constitution, the 
oe should be left to Parliament. The 
election of delegates to the Convention | 
would cost at least £100,000, and the 
holding of the Convention a sum Pro 
bably quite as large. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—The holding oe 
the Convention may be allowed to stand — 
over for a time. a 

Mr. TUDOR. —The time for the re- 
modelling of the Constitution hag 
arrived. The Prime Minister has stated 
that to be his opinion, and I think that 
th&® great majority of honorable members 
agree. with it. No one knows better than 
the members of this Parliament, some of 
whom have been working under the Con- 
stitution ever since it was adopted, and 
others for shorter periods, what amend. 
ments it needs. Probably a certain pro- 
portion of members will be elected to the 
Convention; but, in addition, outsiders 
wall be elected who know nothing a th 


‘subject. 


Mr. AUSTIN 
know more. 
Mr. Parker Motonzy.—That_ remé 
is a gross reflection upon the honorable 
member himself. “ 
Mr. Austin Cuapman.—I am speaking 
‘of members of the Sos as Das aS 


Cuapmax.—They | 


of those « on this age | 


a may have been made, and I maintain 


Mr. 


oe of the Constitution than he 
does has no. right. here; 


position is outside. 


this year, £90, 000, 000 had 
been allocated by this Parliament. That 
may be so, but, nevertheless, blunders 


‘that there have been blunders. When 
there is large expenditure such as that on 
Defence, mistakes are bound to bé made. 


- Some of the mistakes of the Ministry are 


and should be remedied as 
The Prime Minister 


indefensible, 
socn as possible. 


says that £63,000,000 of the present 
“year’s expenditure is due to the war. 


If money is rightly spent, I do not object 


to its expenditure, 


this, 


but some of 


' I think, has been wrongly spent. We find 


‘he 
Vi 


‘settlement, 
bound to cause reckless expenditure, I 
pointed that out at the time it was en- 
tered into, 


~ told you so.’ 


Lo he: repay the principal ie PO 


money ‘for the States to spend on land 
and that arrangement is 


and I do not refer to it now 
merely for the satisfaction of saying ‘‘ I 
’ Unfortunately, my remarks 
have been justified. I admit that it 


would have been: difficult to avoid what 


has happened. 
_ Sir Josep Coox.—The States will not 
let us deal with their land. 

Mr. TUDOR.—That is so. 

Mr. Ricnarp Foster.—A good job, | 
too, | 
Mr. Brtu.—They have to repay the 
“money advanced to them, and are respon- 


sible for its expenditure. 


_ Mr. TUDOR.—Yes, but they are also 
Soong for £18,000,000 which they 
_ borrowed in 1914 under a promise of re- 


_ payment in 1917, and they have not yet 


repaid a penny of the amount. Similarly, 
_ they will wriggle out of this other obli- 
_ gation if they can. 


Sir Josupn | Coox. —They pay Wieteste 


on their borrowings. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Yes, but they promised 
My 
- tight honorable friend was present in the 
Senate club-room when the promise was 
made. So long as one Government finds 
_ the money and another spends it, the ten- 
_ dency to extravagance will be greater 
than usual. 


TUDOR. a bee a thinks the - pensioners | to. earn, in 


that outsiders may know more of the 
as great as they were allowed d to. 
his proper. 7 
The Prime Minister. 
- stated that of the £98,000,000 we are 
i Rams 


The Prime Minister tells us. 
at over £5,000,000 per annum goes in 
_ pensions. I am in favour of spending more _ 
ee | than Ae in ns and Hi mean, allows 


man is Lomokated to othend it. 
desire to reflect on) Mr. Knibb: 


their pensions, a sum prop rtion 


per week, and it was subeed 
to 12s. 6d., and then to 15s. { 
because of the decline in the » 
power of money; but the pens 
not allowed to earn more than t 
allowed to earn in the first ins 
that they are worse off than th 
because the 15s. which they n 
is worth only as much as 10s. was in 
and what they are allowed to earn n 
worth less than what it was th 
Government professes to desire | 
and yet the payment of war pe 
transferred from the Old- hese ; 
Department. ; 

Dr. Matoney. Bg which the 
were splendidly administered. _ 

Mr. TUDOR.—Yes. That was do 
create a new Department, vine 
stand, 1s not so well managed, 


Mr. CHariton,—Not ‘neatly, 
managed. 
Mr, TUDOR.—Of what use 


prate about economy and then to un 
sarily create a new Department 
Mr. Arxrnson.—Was a new 
ment created for the paying of 
sions ? : 
Mr. TUDOR.—Yes, and you 
it, ek 
Sir Josern Coox.—No new De 
was created. 


Mr. ATKINSON. —And there has 


ment practise economy, aay, | 
mS it fairly and not a's Bia. 


try, have done to anise thon existe 
I am in favour of the. Institute of Se 


way, or to advocate the claim 
Mined: ab ae Go 


other Wie 


“he 


ii 
i i 1 
(i ii 


pe pana \ 


laboratory there is a man who, as a 
scientist, stands head and_ shoulders 
- above Mr. Knibbs. The Prime Minister 
said that £14,000,000 was required for 
the Postal, Defence and Navy : Depart- 
ments. More economy could be practised 
_ ‘in the Defence Department. — Let any 
honorable member who is unknown at 
_ the Department go there to make in- 
---« quiries and he will be sent from pillar to 
post. ‘‘ Send the fool further” is appa- 
_ rently the game that is played there. 
_ Seme of the officers will not deal fairly 
- with a man unless they know that he has 
somebody with influence behind him,’ In 
order to economize in the Defence Depart- 
ment, every general and brigadier-general 
- has been retained, but the privates have 
been dismissed. As a further means of 
economy, it is proposed to hold a seventy 
days’ camp, and as long as the generals 
rule the roost that camp will be held. 
Mr. Burcuert.—lIs_ the honSrable 


Lim 


- member referring to generals who were 


_ eivilians before the war! ' . 
— Mr. TUDOR.—I refer to the lot. 
__-Directly “a man steps out of civil life to 
take up the profession of a soldier he 
_ becomes a professional soldier, and there 
is a great number of such men in the De- 
partment to-day. If a return were pre- 
pared of the generals employed in the 
Department, and the salaries they are 
_— receiving, it would show one direction in 
_._ which a great deal of economy could be 

effected. Before the war there was only 
- one general in the Department. F 
_ Sir Granvitte Ryrie.—tf generals are 
‘not to rule the roost, who are? Pni- 
_vates? — | 

Mr. TUDOR.—The people of Aus- 
tralia, and I shall do my best to see that 
they do rule the roost, even in. prefer- 
ence to such a fine fellow as the Assistant 
_ Minister. I agreed with the Prime Min- 
_ister’s statement that more money should 
_ be made available for the Postal Depart- 
ment. He said that honorable members 
-are never happy, except when they are 
asking for increased postal conveniences. 
That remark applies to some honorable 
members more than to others; but there 
dre grave complaints about the telephone 
system all over the Commonwealth, in 
city, suburbs and country. 
Mr. Buaxetey.—The honorable; mem- 
er ought to try to use the telephone 

in Sydney. | 

‘UDOR.—I know what the Syd- 
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has recently conducted an inquiry into 


u pa Vv 


(Stat 


Mr. Grecory.—Another instance of i 
Government control. ER ats 
Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member 


wooden shipbuilding, in which private — 
enterprise was so successful that one ship 
had a hump on its back. That is an in- — 
stance of what private enterprise can dow _ 

Mr. Grecory.—Under Government — 
supervision, 


Mr. LUDOR:——l¢t there were not Go- | oie 
vernment supervision over some of these  __ 
builders the boats would go down as soon 
as they left the harbor. They would be 
only coffin ships; I certainly would not Gage et 
sail in them. We heard a great deal 
about the use of dummy bolts and other 
defects, and the honorable member places — 
the: blame upon the Government super- 
visors. . ae 

Mr. Grecory.—A certain amount of © 
responsibility must rest upon the Go- _ 
vernment. cat 

Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member 
reminds me of an anecdote concerning a — 
man for whom a house had been built — 
which fell down as soon as the scaffolding 
was removed. When he complained to the 
builder, the latter asked him if he had 
papered the house. The owner replied 
‘ No,.’’? The builder said, ‘‘ That explains 
the collapse; if you had papered the house 
it would not have fallen down.’’ The . 
honorable member for Dampier is apply- 
ing the same argument to the construc- 
tion of these ships, removing the respon- 
sibility from the builder to the owner. 


aie 


-As the Prime: Minister said, more money j 


is required for the Postal Department. 
The men who conduct the allowance post 
offices should be treated more generously. — 
I can speak disinterestedly on that point 
because there is not one postal contractor = 
in my electorate. ; BY 
Mr. Grecory.—The great need is for 
an improvement in the telephone service. 
Mr. TUDOR.—The telephone system 
ought to be brought up to date. Tf it 1s 
true that the telephone charges in the 
Commonwealth are less than in other ~ 
parts of the world and that the service | 
is not paying its way, the fees should bes 
increased. As a telephone subscriber I say 
that. easy. 
Mr. Grercory.—I cannot credit the _ 
figures which have, been quoted regarding _ 
America because telephones are so popu- 
lar there, being installed in almost every 
home. . . ee A 
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eS be Mae Omer oT could never use a 
‘telephone in London for less than three- 
pence a call. 

Mr. TUDOR.—1I believe that the mini- 
mum charge is threepence in London, The 
Prime Minister said that a reduction of 
the salaries of the Public Service and 
»members of Parliament has been sug- 
gested. Tam not in favour of the reduc- 
tion of either. I desire the Public Ser- 
vants and all other people in the com- 
munity to receive the basic wage that was 
recommended by the Commission ap- 
pointed by the present Government on 
the eve of the last general election. The 
Prime Minister said that if Australia 1s 
to have industrial peace it must be pre- 
pared to pay the price. J am in favour 
of everybody in the community receiving 
the basic wage. 

The Wheat Pool has not been very sat- 
isfactory. We are told that the accounts 
for the 1916 pool have not yet been final- 
ized, Do honorable members know why ? 
Wheat to the value of £200,000 or 
£300,000 was sold to Roumania and the 
Roumanian bonds which were tendered 
in payment have gone astray. It is quite 
possible that they were not worth the 
paper on which they were printed. 

Mr. Grecory.—The wheat was bought 
by the Imperial Government, and the 
missing bonds represent only our share of 
the excess profits. 


Mr. TUDOR.—1 aa that the 
Imperial Government re-sold the wheat 
to Roumania and we have not received 
the money that is due to us from Rouma- 
nia. That is why the 1916 Pool has not 
been cleared up. The price of wheat in 
1916 was 4s. lid. per. bushel; 1917, 
45. 3d. per bushel; 1918, 4s. lld.; 1919, 
5s. 7d.; and in 1920, 6s. 8d. Those were 
the prices received during the five years 
in which the Pool had complete control. 
Members of the Country party have 


stated that the Australian people have 


been saved a great many millions of 
pounds by getting cheap wheat. 


Mr. Prowse. There is no question of 
that. 


Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member | 


spoke of a sum of £13,000,000, and he in- 
cluded in that the value of the 10,000,000 
bushels of seed wheat which went Ler the 
farmer. The Australian requirements for 
wheat and flour total 35,000,000 bushels 
per annum, so that two-sevenths of the 
total eonsumption go to the farmer and 


(even 
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ene him rather than the consw 
suggest oe when the honorable: ; 


dia fr Gavsetmedt handler oii 
farmer? Every farmer looks after ] 
seed, which does not go into the . 
all. 
Mr. TUDOR.—But it has We 
reckoned in the total as if it had g 
into the Pool. We are told that 
average price of oversea sales ders! 
present Pool has been 9s. 3d. 
That is due to the fact that in thet 
part of the year wheat was sold to Frar 
our ally, at 14s, per bushel, in order 
later, wheat might be sold ‘4 Germany 


‘Mr. Ropcrrs.—The world soll ak 
market value from time to time. ~ 
TUDOR.—The people in . 
tralia have not been charged the mé 
value from time to ‘time. { 
Mr. Ropcrers.—They got thei oh 
for less than market -value for five ye 
Mr. TUDOR.—The Australian — 
did not get their wheat for less 
the figures I have quoted as th 
prices for the five years. Weare tol 
in future the price of wheat for home 
sumption will be fixed at the L 
parity from month to month. If 
right to do that in future it should 
been done in the past. . i 
Mr. Prowse.—Will the honorable mu 
ber state what other countries paid 
wheat during the same period? _ 
Mr. TUDOR.—I am more inter 
Australia than in other countries. 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr.—The ( 
consumption was fixed | by 
Labour Governments. _ 
Mr. -TUDOR.—How could ses 
Governments outvote five anti-La 
vernments ? ; 
Mr. Roperrs.—By the euarant 
gave to pay the farmers 7s. 6d. per 
Mr. TUDOR.—AIl the State G 
ments have guaranteed to pay the 
9s. per bushel for twelve months f 
for local consumption. uy 
Mr. Ropcrrs.—They have bo g 
wheat on the State markets. i 


Mr. TUDOR.—Yes, but they 
right to sell to the millers, and ° 


can charge as much as they like 
bread they make. The difference 


a ‘the ics I think my feiende in the 
- eorner would agree to that proposition. 
The Labour party would certainly be 
agreeable to it. It should also be accept- 
ne : aa to the State Governments. At any 
_ vate, the people who are least able to af- 
ord the money ought not to be called 
upon to meet the difference in price. 


a the Queensland Government and the New 
South Wales Government could, if they 

\ chose, bring down the price of wheat in 
their ‘States? 


Mr. TUDOR.—Yes, but why do they 
: age do so? ‘They are probably swayed by 
ae the: same reasons which actuate the Go- 
_ vernments of Victoria, South Australia, 
| _ Western Australia, and Tasmania. 
Mr. Ropezrs. —The position is not the 
a same in regard to those States. 


: Mr. TUDOR.—That is so, because they 
. have not given any euarantee, ' 

_ Mr. Roperrs.—The whole trouble is the 
4 guarantee. 

- Honorable members interjecting, 


~ Mr. SPEAKER (Hon Sir Elliot John- 
bs son) ——I do not know why it is that, on 
every Friday morning there is the same 
trouble. It is almost impossible for an 
honorable member to speak with any 
reasonable freedom from interruption. I 
i appeal to honorable members to refrain 
from | Interjecting. Each interjection 
brings a chorus in reply and so much dis- 
order that it is almost impossible for me 
o hear the debate. I een name the next 


| a “eal for order. 
Mr. TUDOR Le velerdd? the Prime 
Finister_ told us that 50,000, 000 bushels 


tea. ‘of 9s, 4d. f.o-b. “Meliearaa, and 
_ 30,000,000 bushels for home consumption 
at 9s. a bushel. That would mean that 
80,000, 000 bushels had been sold at a price 
‘ ge over 9s. a bushel, “un we have 


or th is peer of it aad is, 6d. 
uk Aer the balance. The German le 


in Seats 
Josern Cook. they, are still ata 
anta age in ase to. ay ok ex- 


_ Sir Josepn Coox.—ls it not a fact that ° 


Dr. ‘Maronmy a ay is in the same 
position in that respect. , 

Mr. TUDOR.—That is so. If - we pee 
cure an advantage from Germans because 
of the low rate of exchange with Ger- 
many, we are also deriving an advantage | 
from our sales to F rance, because the ex- _ 
change value of the frane is about oo y 
francs to the sovereign. : 


I understand that the honorable mem- 
ber for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) intends 
to speak upon the question of wool. We 
heard a very interesting address in 
another part of this building this morn- 
ing upon this subject. I am not suffi- — 
ciently acquainted with the wool question — 
to dogmatize upon it, but the Prime © 
Minister told us yesterday that all sections — 
of the community are interested in it, and 
I realize that if wool has no value Aus- 
tralia must suffer a stringency which is 
able to affect every individual in the 
community. I suggest to the Govern- 
ment the advisability of appointing a 
Committee of members of this House and 
the Senate who are interested in the 
various branches of the wool industry, as 
workers, growers, fellmongers, or manu- 
facturers. They might be able to sug- — 
gest some means of getting over the — 
present difficulty. I agree with the Prime 
Minister that if we have 3,000,000 bales 
of wool in Great Britain belonging to 
Bawra, it would be better to hold it up 
for some time, particularly, as I under- 
stand, that the people who own it have 
already received from the sale of their 
wool prior to this accumulation sufficient oe 
money to enable them to do this, If itis — 
true, as has been stated in some quarters, ee 
that in various parts of Australia woolis 
being burnt and hides are being destroyed, 
the persons acting in this way ought to be — 
prosecuted, because the man who burns | 
wool is guilty of arson just as much as 
is a man who sets fire to a house. n 


Sir Roszrr Basr. Would the ene ie 
able member take away the wool if ib 
were given to him for nothing? PATE ON 

Mr. James Pacr.—The pastoralists he 
will give their wool to the honorable mem- 
‘ber to get rid of it. 2 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostar.—The pastonaliate! 
are not burning anything of any value. 

Mr. TUDOR.—It is just as. well to’ 
get the views of honorable aanattn upon. 
this matter. bi ay RRA 


Be eRe ah Pe 


* 
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Mr.- James Racu—A farmer might 
just as well be prosecuted for burning rub- 
bish on his farm. . 

Mr. TUDOR.—We must see that jus- 
tice is done to Australia. The whole of 
the House could not arrive at a solution 
of the trouble as well as could a small 
Committee such as I have suggested. I 
hope that my suggestion will be adopted, 
and that the Committee will get to work 
speedily and recommend a means by which 
the wool of Australia can be sold with 
advantage to the Commonwealth. 

Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) [11.43].— 
I thank the honorable member for Yarra 
(Mr. Tudor) for his sympathetic remarks 
in connexion with the wool question. He 
suggests that a small Committee of mem- 
bers of this Parliament should be ap- 
pointed to gather some facts with refer- 
ence to wool, with a view to reporting to 
both Houses. The suggestion is a valuable 
one, because it, is only by gaining 
the sympathy of all sections of the tom- 
munity, and by treating the matter as an 
absolutely non-party one, that we can hope 
te arrive at a just and permanent solu- 
t:cn of the present difficulty. I am pleased 
that the last question touched upon by the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) yesterday 
afternoon before he left for Great Britain 
was the matter of the sale of our wool; 
and I am glad that the Government 
have afforded the House the opportunity 
c{ discussing it fully, because enough has 
been heard by all honorable members to 
enable them to realize that. at the present 
moment, the disposal of our wool is of 
paramount importance to Australia. 


urgent. Wool is sold in the markets of 
the world every day, and the price is 
either going up or going down. We can- 
not afford to postpone action in regard to 
the matter, and it is well that full con- 
sideration should be given to the position 
before any decided step is taken.’ 

Mr. Frenton.—I do not think we can 
~ eonclude our discussion of the matter to- 
day. 

Mr. JOWETT.—It is not possible to 
do so. I shall be glad to remain here in 
my place to hear the views of every hon- 
orable member who desires to address 
himself to the subject. If, in the course 
of my remarks, I do not make myself 
quite clear, I will be only too delighted 
to answer any question submitted by any _ 


_ clip owned by the British Australasian i : 


The- 


Position is serious and, unfortunately, 


the cld'clip of Australasian wool amount 


. Spect of the Australian carry-over? 


honorable member. As 
any of us can remember, wool has beet 
one of the most. important of ow 
staple products. Our wool has in 
variably had a-good exportable valu 
and the income received therefrom _ by 


hen of vast imporganae not only to th lent 
but to the whole community. To a very 
large extent, not only the prosperity bu 
the actual employment of vast Re 


peda une upon our sheep farm receivin, 
a remunerative return for the wool the 


giving a ave spares Aastra 8 pe 


nual output of wool may be said 
tc be roughly 2,000,000 bales, or one- 
fourth of the world’s production og 
which may be estimated at about 


8,000,000 bales. We produce about 50) 
per cent. of the merino wool of the world. ~ 
In past times, a certain quantity of wool ~ 
has been carried over—that is to say, i 
has not been bought by the actual manu- 
facturers—from year to year, but th 
proportion of held-over woof has never a 
been very large. Owing, however, ta 
circumstances which are well ~ known , 
to honorable members, there has been 
of late a colossal accumulation im the — 
carry-over wool of Australia. The old 


Wool Realization Association—common] 
spoken of as ‘‘ Bawra ’’ yoo a 
to about 1,700,000 bales. 

Sir Rosert Best.—Is the whole of th 
in London? 

Mr. JOWETT.—No, but the grea i 
part of it is. In addition to this total of ~ 
1,700,000 bales of Australian wool, there 
is a carry-over of 800,000 bales of Nev 
Zealand wool, so that the carry-over — 


to 2,500,000 bales. There is also a carry 
over of 200,000 bales of South A fricai 
wool belonging to the British Govern 
ment, making 2,700,000 bales in all. 

Mr. Austin CHapMan.—What mone 
has been received by the growers~in re- 


Mr. JOWETT.—The producers have re 
ceived the appraisement value of 154, , 
per lb. for the whole of that wool on 
greasy basis, an 

Sir Rosert Best.—So that the w 
of the Bawra wool represents proiy? | 
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ae orel ‘JOWETT. aig gt one-half of the 
ane proceeds of the sale of that wool will go 

i Imperial Government and one-half 
to the Australian wool-grower. It will 
ube: gathered from the figures I have given 
that, inclusive of the South African wool, 
there 1 is a carry-over of 2,700,000 bales of 


ia Mr. Prowsz.—In the Pool. 
_ ~Mr. JOWETT.—Yes; in some Pool-or 
other. I come now to what I shall speak 
of as the new clip, or that in respect of 
AF the year beginning in July last. 
 Mre Austin CrHarpman.—Would the 
honorable gentleman mind explaining the 
_ payment of the flat rate of 154d. per Ib. 
_ already received by the growers in respect 
of the Bawra. wool ? 
" Mr. JOWETT.—The whole ‘of the 
Australian wool was originally purchased 
by the Imperial Government at a flat 
- rate of 154d. per Ib. in the grease, 
had ” the money was paid in cash to 
- every wool-grower within a fortnight of 
the appraisement. This cash payment 
_ was made here by the British Govern- 
' ment before they had sold any of the 
ies wool, 
> Mr. PROWSE. —And ane was a. fur- 
ther condition that the British Govern- 
- ment were to return to the growers 50 
per cent. of the profits made on the re- 
sale of that wool? 
Mr. JOWETT.—Yes. 
_ Mr. Austin Cuoapman.—Was there any 
arrangement with regard to any loss that 
might occur? 
Mr... JOWETT eae Australian 
_ growers did not undertake to share any 
loss that might be made. As a matter of 
_ fact, the British Government have sold 
enough wool to account for what they 
have paid the Australian growers, and 
_ whatever is derived from the sale of the 
‘Yemaining 1,700,000 bales of carry-over 
wool will represent : a profit, one-half of 
Je Se apbich is. to be returned to the wool- 
eta growers. 
0 Me: Ritrey.— But seas is a glut in the 
ee market. 
> Mr. JOWETT.—That is so. In the 
ae seo ae the greater part of each new clip has 
been sold between November and January 
» or, at the latest, by the middle of Feb- 
Wak oF ruary. “For all practical purposes, the 
paar growers used to have their wool sold very 
soon after it has been sent to the sea- 
ports. At Cyn present moment, Labi bea 
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although we are within two months of a 
the close of the financial year, not one-— 
half of the new clip has been sold. 


* Mr. Parxer Moroney. — But m re- 
spect of the whole of the carry-over wool 
the Australian grower has already re- — 
ceived payment of a flat rate of 153d. per 
lb. FREE 

Mr. JOWETT.—That is so; but cer- 9 
tainly nothing like one-half of the News 

‘clip has been sold, and there is very little 
prospect of it being sold during the cur- >. 
rent financial year. It is estimated that ay 
of the new clip, something like 1,000, 000 Ree 
bales of Australian wool, out of a total se 
of probably 1,600,000 bales, still remains 
unsold, and that 300,000 bales of the new 
clip of New Zealand wool also remains 
unsold. We thus have unsold a total of 
1,300,900 bales of the new clip of Aus- | 
tralasian wool, which, added to the carry- 
over of the old clip, gives a stock of 
4,000,000 bales still remaining unsold. 
Roughly speaking, the maximum clip of 
Australian and New Zealand wool, per — 
annum, is 2,500,000 bales, so that nearly 
double the quantity of the usual annual 
output is still unsold. In addition to this, 
we are faced with the coming in of this 

year’s clip, in respect of which shearing — 
operations will begin about August next. 

The result of having this accumulation 
hanging over us.as a sort of sword of 
Damocles, has been a constantly falling 


market, and the best efforts of wool- — 
growers, wool-brokers, financiers, and 
others have been devoted, for a consider- 
able time, to an attempt to prevent this 
continually falling of the market by con- 


trolling, in some way, the great excess 
of supplies. The hold-over wool of the 

old clip has been arranged for by the 
creation of the British Australasian Wool — 
Realization Association. This corpora- — 
tion is quite prepared to handle that wool, — 
and to impose limitations in regard to it — 
so as to bring about a gradual realization — 
in the interests of wool-growers. | 


‘It has been suggested in this Chanuen o 
that the wisest. course to pursue would be 
to keep this hold-over of 1,700,000 bales 
off the market. That, of course, is ob- 
vious, and J do not think that Australian. ae 
wool-growers, although they have a half _ 
interest in that wool, desire that it shall i 

‘be sold immediately or pressed upon the © 
market. We cannot, however, overlook: 
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he fact that they have guy a half in- 
terest in it, the remaining half interest 
being held by the Imperial Government. 

Mr. Gass.—But both the Imperial Go- 
vernment and the growers stand to lose 
nothing, so far as that wool is concerned. 


Mr. JOWETT.—It might be said that 
both stood to lose nothing if that wool 
could be put om one side and there was 
an end to it. But while the Australian 
wool-srower is, more concerned. with the 
price that he will get for the present clip 
and the clip now growing than with any 
prospective profits from the realization of » 

this old wool, we cannot expect the Im- 
' perial Government to take up the same 
attitude. In the first place, the Imperial 
Government paid us, in cash, long ago, 
154d. per ib. for this old wool, although 
a great deal of it remains unsold. And 
they are also being subjected, not un- 
naturally, to pressure on the part of 
people in Britain who desire cheap wool 
and cheap clothing. These people are 
urging that, as the Imperial Government 
owns one-half of this: hold-aver wool, it 
should sell it instead of holding it off the 
market. 
that is not an unreasonable. attitude for 


these people in the Old Country to take. 


up, 

Nr. Fenton.—Although the British. 
Government has paid 154d. for this wool, 
the public may demand that, it shall be 
sold for 9d., or even 8d., per lb. 

“Mr. JOWETT. Yes, The profit made 
: by the resale of our wool was so great that 
it has left ‘us with a half’ share in 
1,700,000 bales costing us nothing; but 
that ‘profit was very largely made by 
means of high prices charged to the Bri- 
tish and alhed manufacturers. _ 

Mr, Lazzarini.—_Then, the Prine Go- 
vernment has squared itself. The carry- 
over wool owes it nothing? > . | 

“Mr. JOWETYT.-That is so, but, the 
half share of the wool belongs to 
them, and that being so, every arrange- 
ment made ‘in regard to it must 
be a matter for negotiation with the 
Imperial Government, Negotiations have 
been carried on for some considerable time 
by some of the ablest men of the Empire, 
including Sir Arthur Goldfinch. and 
those acting with him. at the other end of 
the world, and Sir John Higgins and 
those acting with him at this end. These 
men have come to a perfectly fair arrange- 


ment; They are prepared, at the same » difference in quality does not affect 


; ‘time to meet a owners of the free pe, 


eee 


We have to face the facts, and 


unary "wool aes es for! | 
reasonable limits, when at the § 
time free wool of the new a 
sold mm Australia. and London » b 
those limits. All those of exper. 


a fresh lot of wool. placed before 


| Statement. 


in a Leen way. But we » cannot ) 
pect’ the Imperial Government to p 


its carry-over wool entirely 
side, leaving the market 
ae owners es sey new 


words, one bale oe of tien 


Mr. Lazzarint.—Where does a 
come in? Do they not get a “ cut?” 
Mr. JOWETT.—That Association. 


the owner of the whole of this wool 


ing what might be called a a 
ey into a neal oe 


on the market, and let the market go 
—well, the end ‘of everything. With that 
view suggestions have pre made Ww! 


statement we had from the Prime Minis 
yesterday. ‘I wish to emphasise the im: 
Laan of this pe ee Th 


in. the business will admit the reason 
ness. of that objection. The director 
Bawra say that if they cannot sell #) 
wool—if buyers go away, - and . su 
quently, perhaps in the same room, 
fresh set of catalogues i is distributed, 


buyers and sold at 10 to 20 per cent. 
price than the Bawra limit, they, 
directors of Bawra, regard ‘the post 
as unreasonable, and they claim th 
dom to sell their wool on the same 
as do the owners of the new clip, — 


Mr. Westr.—Have both wools the 
essential qualities ? 


Mr. JOWETT. —_Yes: no te ine 
alike, of course, but. broadly speakin; 
are the same; there is no special 
ciation in the wool held over, and. 


issue. By means of able nee 


: Boreas: of Bawra a a aie to per- 
suade the wool brokers of Australia in 
regard to the wool of the new clip sold by 
_ them, to fix the same limits as Bawra will 
place in London. There remains, how- 
" a quantity of wool in London 
‘known as free wool of the new 
clip, which, though not very large, 
is quite enough to depress the market. 
The directors of Bawra have not been 
able to persuade the importers of wool in- 
to London, acting almost entirely for Aus- 
tralian growers, to place the same limits 
on this new free wool, as on the Bawra 
ied in London and the new clip here. 
- Mr. Cuarttron.—Has the honorable 
“member any idea how much of this out- 
‘side free wool there is on the market ? 
_ Mr. JOWETT.—As a matter of fact, 
ms there is very little. The free wool, which 
ten was shipped to London, is mainly sold 
on arrival. The exact figures regarding 
the wool now in London might be diffi- 
He cult to get, without cabling. 
Mr. Buaxetey.—There are 488 000 
nai in London to-day held by those who 
are opposed to the scheme. 


Mr. JOWETT.—No; allow me to ex- 
an that. the figure of 488,000 bales 
was arrived at by taking the average 
= imported by those firms during 

@ pre-war period ; it is not meant that 
there is that quantity of this wool in 
London fo-day. As a matter of fact, 
there might be only 488,000 bales of new 
clip in London or only 100,000 bales. 
The 488,000 figure referred to by the 
honorable member for Darling (Mr. 
Pincaily,) was adopted as an average 
_ for the purpose of arriving at the relative 
power and responsibility of each im- 
_ porter in the matter. I+ has been ascer- 
tained that opposition to the imposition 
aE limits mainly’ came from the head 
~ offices of two of the Australasian banks. 
; 2. have not one word of reproach to say: 
“against these or any other banks; they 
ere acting as agents, or consider they are, 
for the growers, and they claim they have 
no authority to bind the owners of the 
wool. That being the situation, a pro- 
- posal has been made and indorsed by prac- 
tically the whole of the growers of Aus- 
ralia—I do not: think “there could be 
found 3 per cent. to object—and also by 
‘fifty-three out of fifty-four of the wool- 
yiokers of Australia. That proposal is 
vate prevent, in the future, the sale of free 
“wool “in: endhn regardless of ake by 


- Statement. 


: te some slight restriction on the 


export of wool. I wish to be very clearly 
understood on this point. First of all 
i is not proposed that there shall be any 
estrictlon whatever on a man exporting 
his wool for sale in any market of the 
world he chooses. For all practical pur 
poses, nearly the whole of the wool ex- 
ported: for sale is exported to London. 
This proposal, in my opinion, does not in- 
volve the passing of any new Act of Par- 
lament, but is merely a matter of Qus- 
toms regulation. The idea is that, before — 
the Customs authorities will allow any . 
wool to be exported, they must receive a 
satisfactory guarantee that the wool, 
‘wherever and whenever it is sold, will be 


sold subject to the limits placed on other 


wools by Bawra. | 
Mr. James Pace.—Under what Act of i 
Parliament can that be done? 
Mr. JOWETT.—Under the Customs. ‘ 
Act. Hue 
Mr. James Pace—lI have my doubts aN 
as to that. cae 
Mr. Rirey.—Do you think it right for, 
this Parliament to give power to an out- 
side body to say what shall be done under, 
Justoms regulations? iy 
Mr. JOWETT.—It is not soe eu 
that the power should be given to any out-— 
side body. , 
Sir Rosserr Bxst.—The proper thing 
is to do it through the Customs authori- 
ties; ‘but legislation will cca be ce on 
quired. ote 
Mr. JOWETT.—I bow to the opinion a 
ef the honorable member in a matter of 
that kind; it is tor the Government to de- . 
cide exactly what, if any, legislation is 
required. But I remind the honorable — 
member that similar action has been taken oe 
kefore without legislation, ; 
Sir Roserr Best.—Under the xe Pre- ay 
eeutions Act. sie a 


Mr. JOWETT.—As I understand, ae 
regulations under which it was done were 
those of the Customs Act, and not of the 
War Precautions Act. I am sorry that 
the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) 
is not here, for he has often and ably 
presided at the Customs House, and would 
doubtless have’ been able: ‘to ene us. he: 
facts. 

- Sir Ropsrr Beer. —I know. einaiia what 
took place; it was praciga |r Debye the 
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Central Wool Committee and the Cus- 
toms Department, and the Customs De- 
“partment simply refused to give its con- 
Sent. 


skins was prevented under the Customs 
‘regulations, . 

Mr. JOWETT.—What is suggested 
now is not a prevention of exportation, 
but simply the aponiion of a condition. 

Sir Roserr. Best.—That is where the 
difficulty comes in. 

Mr. JOWETT.—I do not think that 
this is exactly the time to discuss whether 
such action can or cannot be taken, 
though I believe that it can. If a man 
will not give such a guarantee, and is not 
allowed to export, the effect will be what 
is desired. 

Mr. Cuanrsr.— What food, of guaran- 
tee is proposed ? 


| Mr. J OWETT .—That has ot been de-: 
 eided. 


Mr. Cuanrer.—lIt is a very essential 
point. 

Mr. J OWETT. —It is, and before the 
House is asked to definitely approve of 
the scheme it should be in possession of 
the wording of the proposed guarantee. 

Mr. Cunninenam.—Assuming that we 
have the power to impose such:a condi- 
tion, does the honorable member not think 
that it would be quite open to a man to 
give a guarantee, and, when he got over- 
seas, ignore it, and sell his wool for what 
he liked ? v | 

Mr. JOWETT.—That would entirely 
depend on the form of the guarantee, and 
J think we can safely rely on the directors 
of Bawra taking such steps as will secure 
that no man may escape responsibility: 

Mr. Cunninenam.—lf, for instance, I 
exported wool to Italy, there would be no 
_ power here to prevent my selling it there 

at any price I liked. 


Mr. JOWETT.—No, but I think such 
a contingency could very easily be pro- 
vided for. As I say, I have sufficient con- 
fidence in the directors of Bawra to be- 
lieve that they will make it absolutely 

certain that no man could sell in Italy ex- 
cept on the terms of the guarantee. 


_ Mr. Cuanter.—I suppose the guaran- 
tee will provide penalties for any breach ? 
Mr. JOWETT.—I think so, unques- 


- tionably, but that is ee a matter of 
; lise 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


pre vent depression of the market if « 
1s unscrupulous enough to sell at : 


Mr, Ritny.—The exportation: ét sheep- 


stance, the reserve price is fixed at 


Africa will be anxious to jo. ~~ 


Statement. es 


Mr. Conninguam.—No penal les 


price than that provided by the gua 


Mr, JOWETT.—L agree with th 
orable member. No penalty will p 
any depression of the market; but it 
prevent depression—to prevent a hopel 
collapse of the market—that the guar 
tee is suggested. I am quite satisfied 
arrangements can be made by the d 
tors, in consultation with the Ous 
authorities, to insure that the cont 
the price is effective in any part. 0. 
world. That I have no hesitation in 
ing, as one who has been connected 
the shipping of wool for the last forty: 
years. 


Sir Rozsert Best Suppose, ae 


and the Australian wool cannot be sol 
that figure; suppose, further, that sh 


to take a shade under that pee : 
will secure ine market for these 


tion is i be because it ential me of 
fact I had intended to mention. We 
not control the wool-growers or the 
brokers of the whole world, an 
would not seek to do so. We h 
bear in mind,\however, that we in 
tralia grow one-fourth of the wool o 
world. At the present time there 
‘Melbourne a representative of the 
Zealand Government and the New 
land wool-growers, and he is now, 
lieve, in this chamber. That gentle 
very anxious indeed to know the re 
the debate here, because the New 
Government, and the whole of th 
Zealand saa are anxious to 


probable that the wool-growers a: 


able to us if they would; we do not d 
our market to be captured. 

Mr. JOWETT.—Whenever an i 
is made to prevent the utter and 
lue collapse of the market, there » 
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P me Icasiibt devise satisfactory means for con- 
j trolling the export of our wool, and pre- 
venting the sale of it in London at what- 
ever price it will fetch, Bawra cannot be 
stopped from saying, “We intend , to 
realize on our wool, too”; and then, in 
addition to the new wool which has to be 
put on the market, there will be offered 
for sale the accumulation of 2 700,000 
ay bales now controlled by Bawra. 
oo Mr, Rirzy.—W ould there be customers 
Ue for all that wool? 

Mr JOWETT.—No legitimate pur- 
chasers. 

Tena ae James Pagr.—Speculators might 
barney b 


uy 
pa ate SJOWETT.— “Yes. Some persons 
might draw money out of other invest- 
~ ments to buy our wool at a quarter of its 


‘ys see OORT. 
Mr. James Pace—-Or even less, 
Mr. JOWETT.—Yes. If that hap- 


pened, it would be the greatest calamity 
short of the war that ever occurred to 

_ <Anstralia, and would kill the pastoral in- 
_ dustry of this country. I have no love 

_ for Government restrictions, and no de- 
. Sire to use the Customs Act for interfer- 
ing with the law of supply and demand, 
. nor do I like preventing men from sell- 
ang their wool at whatever prices they 

_ choose to accept for it; but I see no alter- 
native. We are faced with an_ appalling 
_ disaster. The position of Australia is 
desperate, and desperate diseases require 
_ desperate remedies. You may say that 
this is a desperate remedy, but it is a 
remedy for a disease that is infinitely 
more desperate. We shall have to face 
ae” position as constructive statesmen 


‘must face such issues when sthese are 
placed before them. 
~ Mr, Cunnincuam.—Have you any 


ve idea of the value of the carry- over wool? 
ie “Mr. JOWETT.—It is impossible to 
‘say what its 
pends on the market. It would be idle to 
‘give an estimate of its value. 
My. Rivey.—What is the value of this 
year s clip? 
ni. Mi JOWETT. —That cannot . esti- 
co mated, because 1,000,000 bales are yet un- 
OG oe 
“7 Mr. Craritton.—The honorable mem- 
ber has told us that the wool-growery of 
\ustralia have received from the British 
overnment 1s, 34d. per Ib. for the wool 
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“sold. 


value is, because that de- 


Le 
Statement. 


sold by it, and, in addition, half the pro- : 


fit. There still remains a quantity to be 
I take it that the producers will, 
get their share of the profit on the sale 


of that wool. fave 
Mr. JOWETT.— Yes, one-half of the, 
profit. 

Mr. 
1s. 33d. they have already received for 
i asia 

Mr. JOWETT.—Yes. , , 

Mr. Cunninenam.—Would it be pose — 
sible for Australia to take over the whole 
of the accumulated wool and keep it off 
the market for five or six years? e 

Mr. JOWETT.—How would the 
money be found for doing that? 

Mr. Cunninenam.—l think that 
£20,000,000 would cover the cost, and we 
ought to be able to float a loan for that 
amount to save the pastoral industry. 


de- : 


Mr. JOWETT.—The proposal 
serves full” and serious consideration, 
though, for myself, I think it will be- 


found, when all the details are gone into, 
that it is not practicable, 

Mr. Wrennoir.—lIt is a curious pro- 
posal to come from the Opposition. 

Mr JOWETT.—I welcome ideas from 
whatever quarter they may comé, 

Mr. Ritry.—Had the war continued 
for another two years, it would have cost 
us more than £20,000,000. 


Mr, JOWETT.—Yes. 

Mr, Parker Moronry.—The honor: 
able member was going to speak of the 
Prime Minister’s. suggestion of the two 
months’ restriction. 

Mr. JOWETT.—I intended to say 
that the Prime Minister yesterday made 
a very valuable and _ statesmanlike 


_ speech; but it was his own speech, and 


contained some of his own ideas, though 


in some respects the proposals he outlined 
‘were modifications of those which were 


submitted to him the day before. I 


would, however, impress on the minds of 


the Ministers that the suggestion that any 


restriction should be for two months only, © ; 
‘though well intentioned, is 


‘quite  im- 


practicable. Bey 
Sir Roperr Best.—I think that Hine ey 
tation a most valuable feature. Pa 


Sir Joseph Coox.—It was suggested _ 
to enable the Prime Minister to discuss’ 
this matter with the Imperial Govern 


ment. Racine 


CHariton.—In alaliog to the 


Ministerial 


ak JOWETT. —Yes, bub 1 ask the 
"House to consider what the effect of its 
\ Sein would be upon the wool market, 
which is the thing with which we are 
wholly concerned. Our object is to save 
the wool market from collapsing. The 
- Prime Minister’s remarks seemed to have 
created different impressions in different 
minds, yet I think it is clear that what 
he’ proposed was not’ to prohibit: the ex- 
‘portation of wool for two months, but 
_ to restrict it. 
- Sir Joserpx Coox.—Prohibition is not 
contenpistel It was the fixing of a re- 
serve price that was suggested. That 
should be made quite clear to the public. 
Mr. JOWETT.—Yes. But there was 
a general impression among those who 


heard the Prime Minister yesterday that. 


the proposal was an absolute prohibition 
of exportation, According to one report, 
this is what he said— | 
- We have an opportunity of meeting the situa- 
Pon: TIT ask members to limit the operation of 
‘this prohibition of export until I have an oppor- 
tunity of discussing the matter with the 
British Government. 


Another report gives his words differ- 


ently. 
Sir Josepx “Coox.— What he meant 
there, and all he meant, was that this 


ve fixation of reserve price was to be for two 
months. The idea was that he would 
discuss this, matter immediately on his 
‘arrival in London with an ae 
Government. ; 


Mr. JOWETT.—Some persons are 
under the impression that he said one 
thing, and some that he said another. 
Another report makes him say— 
IT ask members now to restrict the exporta- 
_ tion of wool until I have been able to. discuss 
the matter with the Imperial Government. 
_ My recollection is that he suggested only 
_ the restriction of export for two months, 
~ not prohibition. 


Sir Joseru Coox. — What he really 
meant was the regulation of reserve 
: Adana 
Mr. JOWETT.—I wish to direct atten- 
tion to what would be the effect on the 

wool market of limiting any restrictions 

_ for a period. of two months. Our desire 
is to prevent the wool market from 
collapsing, by giving confidence to buyers 
and manufacturers, so that they may 
not feel that in buying now they may be 


wool to London, bash two mort 


‘ask for the prohibition of export, 7. 


prices fixed by Bawra. 
be for two months only. 
for six months, the Governme 


_ paying very much more than they will 


have ns ney bya or r three ‘months ia that desirable. 
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: To my mind, ae ae Widao me he 
restricting export is to ask ev 
ela wishes to ships his wool for 


hat allow that particular. parce 
sold under the limit fixed from 
time by Bawra. If it were said 
“Mr. Jowett, you must guarantee 
allow this parcel of wool that ye 
shipping to be sold below Bawra 
for two months,” the restriction 
be useless, because it takes six weeks 1 


hake * restriction snonenae 

Mr. James Pacu.—Could not the 
be sold “to arrive”? 

Mr. JOWETT.—For all practical 
poses it could not. 

Mr. Parker Moronzy.—There 
be uncertainty among intending 
chasers as to what would wee 
two months, 

“Mr. JOWETT.—Yes. The © 
would be to postpone: all buying of 
for two months. Every intending 
would say, “I shall not buy now, 
two months hence there will be a 
market, and I shall buy then.” 

Sir Josepx Coox.—May I eal 
tion to this sentence in the Prime 
ister’s speech— 

The prohibition I refer to— 


He calls it a prohibition; wrong! 
think— 


As that wool may be sold by any 
here to any one in any part of the 
but there must be a. guarantee that it 
be sold below the gross Australian 
reserve. 


Mx. JOWETT.—I thik that 


clear, but, infortunately, there y : 
sons who misunderstood it. : 


the restriction of it. 
it clear that no wool. exnotiee for 
outside markets should be sold un 


he suggested that the restriction 


Sir Joszem Coox.—But even if 


have the right to lift it’ before 4] 
of that ‘pertod should circumstane 
No Governr ent 


mM inisteral 


oe itself not fo haieetans for a period 
c, a six months, no matter what might 
happen. 
: ie JOWETT. “What re Gavorn: 
| en: could do would be to disallow the 
export of wool except subject to the 
| " guarantee in regard to each parcel that it 
would not be sold in any outside market 
ae less than the price fixed by Bawra. 
Sir Joserpx Coox.—Suppose it were 
clear in two or three months that there 
Was no need for anything of the sort? 
Mr. JOWETT.—I do not suggest that 
i Pais: restriction should be made per- 
manent. If at any moment the Govern- 
ment decided that the arrangement would 
not work, then the restriction could be 


‘removed, but, in any case, the guaran- . 


tee should not expire, so far as ‘a par- 
ticular parcel of wool is concerned, at the 
end of the two months. The impression 
left on the minds of a good many people 
is that, after the expiration of two months, 
- the man who had shipped his wool in the 
meantime would be free to sell it as he 
‘Tiked. That is not the suggestion of 
_ Bawyra; it is that the owners of the par- 
ticular: parcel of wool should guarantee 
aD D Shat at no time will it be sold under the 
- ~~ limit fixed by Bawra. 

' Mr. Rinrzy.—Has Bawra decided upon 
' a policy towards the secondary woollen 
Po niandustry 2 

Mr. JOWETT.—I am not aware that 
_ the position of fellmongered wool has ever 
been discussed by Bawra.. But, in my 
opinion, the restriction on export should 
not apply to bond fide fellmongered wool. 
I have received from a very old friend, 
_ Mr. Arthur Glover, who is a large fell- 
-- monger in Melbourne, the following tele- 
~~ gram, which I desire to place on record— 
e@ Understand legislation proposed to impose 
"restrictions on sale of fellmongered wool, Fell- 
i /mongers mostly turn over their capital six 
‘times or more per year. Any restriction on 
selling which prevents prompt realization of 
 fellmongered wools will prevent carrying on of 
|  fellmongering industry which is already on 
io verge of ruin and needs all possible considera- 
tion at present time to enable it to survive. 
_ $kin wool forms only about 5 per cent. of 
Australia’s wool production. This percentage 
“¢annot affect results Bawra scheme. ‘Sugeest 
 sheep-skins and fellmongered wools be exempt, 
or, as alternative, that low reserves be fixed 
By for skin wools to enable quick sale. | Respect- 
fully suggest that trade should be consulted, 
and opinions of experts be heard before the 
whole business is thrown into melting pot, and 
perhaps ruined. Revival of industry and 
general employment with improved market for 


“sete sh Te WS 
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‘Sheep! “skins, to advantage of growers, ina eK 
favorable, provided the industry 
molested, and exempt from embarrassing re~ a 
striction. of 


I think the request made by Mr. Glover, oe, 


no doubt in behalf of a great many other — 
From a wool- — 


fellmongers, is reasonable. te 
grower’s point of view, it would be quite — 


possible to make’ arrangements to exempt : 
fellmongered wool €&om the restriction on 


export. ‘That would apply’also to woo] — 
tops. The position of the fellmongering _ 
industry at present is most serious owing 


to the excessive ocean freights and the — 


low prices which wools are bringing. _ 
There is an enormous amount of unem- 
ployment in the industry, and everything ‘i 
possible should be done to place it upon a 
sound financial basis as soon as possible. 
For that reason, whatever restrictions are 
placed on the exportation of growers’ 


‘wools should not apply to fellmongered i 


wool. 
Mr. CrHanter.—Can the honeratan a 
member say whether any communication 
has been sent by Bawra to South Africa — 
and the Argentine, pointing out that if — 
those countries do not co-operate and the 
bottom falls out of the market they will - 
suffer with Australia ? 
Mr JOWETT.—I cannot say whether 
that has been done. If such action has 
been taken it has probably been by the 
London directorate of Bawra or by im-. 
portant financial authorities in London. 
At any rate, that point will not be over- 
looked, and I am grateful to the honorable 
member for his suggestion. In conclusion, 
I desire to impress upon the House the | 


enormous importance of this question be; — 


ing handled in a statesmanlike and ¢on- 
structive fashion. . Whilst I court the 
fullest possible inquiry and the most, ex- 


‘ haustive deliberations, it is necessary, 11, 


we are to save the wool industry, and 
the financial interests of Australia from a 
orave disaster, to consider this matter In 


‘a, sympathetic spirit and act immediately. 


Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [12.36]— 


It. is gratifying to note the conversion, of 


‘certain honorable members opposite to 


Government interference in industry. 


The present situation affords another ex- | 


ample of the utter incapacity of private — 
enterprise ta manage a business. The _ 


banks cannot agree amongst themselves, _ 


neither can the wool brokers and pastoral~ _ 
ists. I do not intend to indulge in de. 


structive criticism, but I cannot help re- . 


ane that unless the Governtar take. i 


heft. ame 4, 
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and undertake the efficient grading and 
supervision of them, no other authority is 
competent to do it. ¢ 

Sir Josep Cook. That makes 
throw my chest out. ; 

- Mr. BLAKELEY.—Of course, ‘I would 
prefer that these matters should be dealt 
with by a Government fram this side. of 
the House; but, faili@e that, still, let us 
have Government supervision. .. Un. 
doubtedly, Australia is faced with a crisis. 
It is nothing new; it has been coming for 
a long time, and these who are connected 
with the woollen industry, either inside or 


me 


outside of it—I am outside—have known ~ 


perfectly well that scme such ide iat was 
inevitable. 
Mr. Wrtennort.—Yet the shearers are 
claiming another 1s. per hundred sheep. 
_ Mr. BLAKELEY.—In behalf of the 
men who are outside the industry, I am 
making that claim, and I am prepared to 
give good reasons to justify it. Those men 
_ are more concerned than are the pastoral- 
ist, because, if there is to be a collapse 
the working class will suffer first. A gen- 
tleman who delivered an interesting lec- 
ture this morning said that the bigiman 
has accumulated sufficient fat to keep him 
going for some time; but the working man 
has not. A collapse of the wool industry 
will mean the immediate depreciation of 
land values. The position which that in- 
dustry occupies in Australia.is shown by 
the fact that in the year 1918-19 the value 
of the wool produced was £42,764,000, 


whereas the wheat production was 
worth only £19,344,000, and miperals 
£25,000 ,000, — including £6,700,000. for 


coke and coal, Of course, many of the 
industries in which coke and coal ara 
largely used are supported by the pastoral 
industry. At any rate, the value of the 
‘pastoral industry is nearly as great as that 
of mining and wheat-farming’ combined, 
With a depreciation in land values will 
come a fall in the values of town property, 
railway revenue will decrease, country 
banks and their head offices in the cities 
will feel the pinch. There will be a short- 
“ness of mcney followed by a calling in of 
mortgages, and inevitably there must 
ensue financial chaos and unemployment. 
We of the working class who are on the 
outside of the pastoral industry will be 
the first to suffer if it collapses. The 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) 
suggested this morning that before Parlia- 
ment places the seal of its approval upon 
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bY * : ; 
‘control of the handling of our products 


by the representatives of the ae 


“Statement. 


any Aerie it should satialy itself tha 
scheme is sound and equitable, and 
not impose hardships upon any section 
the community. We have before u 
ob scheme, and also the scheme | | 


the two schemes are a nombee 4 O. 
pastoral interests which will have bins mg 
to do with either, / 


Mr. JowetTtr.—That is not so. 


Dera dee pastoralists who adopt the sam 3 
attitude. Yon 

Mr. Jowrert.—The position renihe| 1s 
that some banks in London have receive 
consignments of wool from pastoralists in 
Australia, and they state that they have 
no authority from their clients to Bei 
that wool in the scheme. 


Oakes of the Canonin, Paes Ook m: 
pany, a large financial and pastoral be 
Apparently, the views he has expres: 
have the support of his directors, and 
wonder how many financial and nee 


that hae been submitted iy Bawrad a 
Rymill says that he is not sure Be a 


sa burn it. At any rite: he onbooiee 
advisability of throwing the 2,700, 
bales upon the market and allowing 
wool and the new clip to take ther 
chances. Hesuggests that the best way 
of the difficulty is to let the whole 1 
go smash until a demand is created bi 
cause of the cheapness of the wool, w. 
will buoy up the market once more. 

Mr. Jowrrr.—I donot know how Mr.” 
Rymill proposes to pay the wages which 
the honorable member’s friends - ae : 
inte ie 


a out this gentleman’ g view-po 
There are so many contradictory 
conflicting statements as to the position. 
wool that the Government cannot, on. 


prove to be ¢ on wrong lines. Unies 
quite satisfied that the scheme suge 


“ 
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hat association. It has been gis Nh 


. ; 0 at a Committee of honorable members 


ie ‘should institute an inquiry. 
_ should take no action unt that Commit- 

coe tee has reported. 

Australian Workers 


The House 


The members of the 

Union are excep- 
_ tionally interested in this matter. Their 
award having expired in December last, 


i they have already submitted claims to the 


- the people 
- financial institutions are not prepared to 


pastoralists, which will be heard in the 
_ Arbitration Court very shortly; but if the 


~ whole wool market goes smash there will 


~ be no sheep for the members of the Aus- 
tralian Workers Union to shear. If wool 


falls to a price of 2d. per Ib., it will not 
pay to shear the sheep; the pastoralist 
_ will simply turn them into his paddocks. 
_ Yhe banks of Australia have recently 


got cold feet, and have issued notices 
that overdrafts must be reduced. It 
is but another example of the unfit- 


ness of private enterprise to manage 
ee aay 
egsentially a 


national matter, and finance is 
national matter. We 
‘shall always be faced by similar. crises 
‘until the policy advocated by the Labour 
_ party, that this Parliament should control 
the finances of the country, is adopted by 
generally. Apparently our 


- further subsidize the small pastoralists 


and graziers. 


In no unmistakable terms 
they are saying, “ We want our money.’ 

In the western portion of New South 
~ Wales the small graziers have just passed 


a ‘through five years, and in some cases six 


~ years, of drought, 


ni eae 


~ay 


_ other financial institutions. 
wealth Bank, which has been the mainstay 


suffering losses not 
‘covered by two years of good prices for 
their wool. Therefore, they are still in 
the hands of the ort. 

* Mr.’ Fenton.—Are not some ar them 


or being forced to sell their stock, in order 


to pay off their, overdrafts? 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—Some of them will 
be sold up. I have advocated the exten- 
sion of the moratorium, in order to pro- 
tect the interests of the small men. I 
_know it is impossible for the Common- 
wealth Government to do this, but, acting 


- in conjunction with the State Government, 


they could establish a system which would 
protect these men from the banking and 
The Common- 


of this continent for the past six years, 


and which will inevitably continue to be a 
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great stay to the country, must also 
play its part in an endeavour to prevent a — 
financial collapse. Australia is not bank- 
rupt because its indebtedness has been in- 
ereased by £300,000,000, 
surely quite sufficient to tide it over a 
temporary period of depression. Some 
people estimate that this period will cover 
at least two. years, but others who are in | 
a position to express a reliable opinion 
hold that it will not last so long. How- 
ever, | am satisfied that, if we use the 
whole of the resources at our disposal, we 
can get over this depression quite com-— 
fortably without any collapse, chaos, or 
unemployment, with its resultant starva~’ 
tion. 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) (12. 59]. — 
I would have been pleased if this discus- 
sion had been held over until Wednesday 
next, when fuller information might have 
been available in connexion with the best 
means of handling our wool. It is a most 
serious matter, and honorable members 
must approach it with the utmost care, 
and with the fullest assurance that any 


‘step they take will neither damage an 


important industry nor bring future 
disaster to the Commonwealth. How- 
ever, for the moment, I shall not discuss 
this question, but will address myself to 
the remarks of the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) as to the financial situation. 
The right honorable gentleman endea- 
voured to throw upon this Chamber the 
responsibility for expenditure incurred 
during recent years. It was absurd, and, 
in a sense, improper, for him to attempt 
to do so. The responsibility rests olen 
upon the Ministry. 

Mr. Lazzarryt.—And upon those who 
keep them in power. 

Mr. GREGORY.—No; because those 
who are behind the scenes are fully alive 
to the position and to our commitments. 
I have urged the Treasurer time after 


time to take the people into his confidence > 


and let them know exactly what our com- ~ 
mitments are. Only the other day I 

asked him to bring in excess Estimates 
which would afford, not only the 
House, but also the people outside, an op- 
portunity of fully realizing our financial 
responsibilities: In October: last, I 
pointed out that, in addition to the total . 
indebtedness of £800, 600,000, States and — 
Commonwealth, we were committed toe an 


Its assets are — 
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. vice Homes, the settling of soldiers on the 
land, the payment of our huge debt to 


the Imperial Government, and the meet-. 


ing of Treasury-bills falling due, OF 
¥ course the figures are not the same to-day, 


- because by a most extraordinary piece of. 


finance, for which the Government take 
great credit, but which I consider to be 
a most reprehensible transaction, by an 
arrangement made by Senator, Millen. in 
Great Britain, our debt to the Imperial 
Government ma been funded. I could 
quite understand the funding of the loan 
moneys we borrowed’ from that Govern- 
ment, but no credit is due to our 
Ministers for having funded a debt 
amounting to nearly £40,000,000 
which was owing to the British ‘Go- 
_. vernment for money advanced by 
them for the upkeep of our soldiers. 
The Imperial Chancellor had made re- 
quest after request to us for the payment 
of this debt.. The Imperial Government 
was obliged to find enormous sums of 
money in order to finance the war and 
assist other nations, and particularly to 
repay money borrowed from the United 
States of America. But when we were 
asked to pay what we owed, the Com- 
-monwealth Government pleaded bank- 
-ruptcy. They admitted that they owed 
_ the money, but pleaded their inability to 
_ repay it, and compromised by giving a 
pill for the amount repayable in thirty 
years and bearing interest. 

Sir Josep Coox.—What would the 
honorable member have done with that 
floating debt of £40,000,000 in London? 

Mr. GREGORY.—I am merely point- 
ing out the position rhe which we ons 
drifted. 

Sir Josery Coox. oii, was no drift 
- in regard to that fund. 
ae Mr. GREGORY.—We induced the tnt 
perial Government to spend money on 
our behalf, and promised to repay it. 


Sir Josern Coox.—So did every other 


portion of the Empire. _ In the cireum- 
_ stances of the war it could not be avoided. 


Mr. -Riney.—The money was spent. in 
» Sighting to protect the Empire. 2 


a ‘Mr. GREGORY.—The money was 
: spent in order to protect ourselves. 
owed the honorable member £100, he, 


TATIVES. it _s 


: ene of £150,000, 000 for repatria- be 
- tion generally, the puilding of War Ser-— 


of the trouble, and take steps, 


tide Australia over her present 
but to endeavour, if possible, to 


Lf 3 f 
bith | a serious sitnation, not be 


gerally AE meals would have not t the economic goods whi 


years.” 


Mr. Rirzy.—I weuld sa ve 
you had done as much boi me 
tralia did for the Empire. — 


Mr. LAZZARINI (Wersiwa) 
I, propose ‘to deal, not only wit 


outlook ‘as disclosed Ce 
speech made by the Prime Min 
Hughes). I have no desire to 
a party matter, because I rec 
ier are phases of the wool 


oo dem aud. the ea attentios 
orable members generally. The 
problem has to be solved with d 
to the best interests of the people 
tralia. In approeeniae | its on 


men of this country, as been He 
I ae with the honorable ei be 


of constructive me 
doing so we have to consider s 
more than the wool situation, w 
all, is but the effect of deeply u 

causes. We must consider the rea 


to eliminate iho. We have not 


their recurrence. The present 

is the result of a policy which ¥ 
claimed throughout the country 
Government, who urged the peop. 
and again to produce more and y 
They dald us that our. salvation | 


that we had to pennies more 
wealth in order to tide the cou 
its difficulties. The people 
that advice, and the producti 
primary industries, as well 


increased. As the result of that ry 
persia we are pont to a de 


, but because we lave a glut of them. 
i, then, is the result of following the 


liey of the so-called constructive states- 
Pot Australia. - 


: As to the attitude of the Imperial Go- 


vool, the honorable member for Gram- 
fans has shown very clearly that that 
501 owes nothing either to the Australian 
ol-erowers or to the British Govern- 
= Many wool-growers have told me 
at they are perfectly satisfied with the 
lat rate of 1s. 34d. per Ib., which they 
vave already received in cash, and we 
iow that the British Government have 
‘more than cleared their expenses out of 
he sales that have already been made. 
The primary products necessary to enable 
sritain to carry on her mannfactures are 
largely drawn from Australia. She de- 
ends upon Australia more than upon any 
ther country for her supplies of wool, 
ind also purchases by far the greater part 
of our production of wheat. In these 
ireumstances the people of Britain are 
“undoubtedly interested in the maintenance 


“would not be asking too much of Britain 
to call upon the Imperial Government to 
refrain for a time from putting this carry- 
over wool on the market. The British 
Government do not ordinarily carry on 
the business ‘of a wool broker. It was due 
to the exigencies of the war that they 
entered upon such a business, and it would 
not be too much to ask them to hold this 
carry-over wool for a time. 
\ Mr. Prowsz.—Does the honorable mem- 
ber think the Labour party in the British 
House of Commons would agree to that? 
Mr. LAZZARINI—I do not know 
whether it would or not, but if the British 
Government desired to take such action, 
‘the Labour party in the House of Com- 
“ynons could not prevent them from doing 
» BO. 
ie propose now to discuss a very im- 
portant remark made yesterday by the 
Prime Minister, who stated that he had 
heen informed by Sir John Higgins that 
the collapse of the wool market was teally 
due to action taken by some of the Aus- 


n London. That statement goes only to 
onfirm the view I have betore advanced 
in this House that at a time of crisis, when 
the very life of a nation is at stake, these 


% 
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of Australian industries, and surely it, 


tralian banks which have their head. offices” 


Statement. . 


banking institutions fail to function. They —__ 
are only fair weather institutions. While 
the weather is calm, and there is no sign 
of storm, they function regularly; they 
rake in profits, build up big reserves, and = 
But when a crisis 


pay good dividends. risis 
occurs they are the very first to call for 
Government assistance and backing in 
order that their doors may be kept open. 

Mr. Austin CuHapman.—They have 
civen a gcod deal of support to the Go- 
vernment, of late years. 


Mr. LAZZARINI.—If our notes had 


not been legal tender issued by the Com- 


monwealth, not one of these financial iIn- 
stitutions would ‘have remained open for — 


forty-eight hours after the declaration of 
war. Financial institutions in Great 
Britain closed their doors four days after 
the declaration of war. They failed to 
function, and but for the action of the 
British Government, in wet-nursing them, 
there would have been such a financial 
crisis as would have immediately put 
Britain out of the war. That has been 
admitted by British statesmen. 
to have a. legal tender, with the zmpre- 


matur of the Commonwealth upon it, and — 


backed up by the resources of this great 
nation, in order merely to hand-feed these 
institutions ¢ 


Mr. Austin CHAPpMan.—What institu- 


tions ? 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—The Associated 
Banks. of this country.» If we are going 
to do that, and keep om doing it, then 
we shall deserve to meet with a crisis of 
this kind every few years in our history. 


Mr. Austin CHAapMan.—What are we 


going to do with our wool if the cost of its 
production is made ‘too high for the 
world’s markets ? 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—If through a ra- 


Are we. 


tional and proper means of exchange the 


energies and activities of our people were ~ 


unloosed and allowed to be applied to the 


primary and secondary industries of Aus- 


tralia, there would never be any danger 
of that kind, 


We hear much talk to-day on the part ee 


of outside organizations, describing them- 
selves as economy associations. 


day. 


The Prime 
Minister made reference to them yester- 
The two morning newspapers” of | 


Melbourne—the Age and the Argus—are — 


always writing of the economy campaign, | te 
and the daily newspapers of New South 


Wales are almost as bad. Their policy is ie 


very much lke that of the man who pre- 
fers. to walk rather than pay for a few 


swallowing the camel. 


M inisteriad 


tram 8 ind ec vat times: Anos 
value in boot leather. 
and organizations which deal with 

‘matters, and talk 


paltry 


are simply straining at the gnat and 
They represent the 


commercial interests of Australia, and 


when they are shown how it is possible im- 


terms of money. 
vast savings might be effected in this coun- 
try, and how any further taxation to 


OT 


from any individual. 


--mediat tely to save millions of pounds, they 


will not give a moment’s consideration to 


‘the proposal, because they recognise that 


it affects their own interests. They speak 
of the wealth of this country as if it were 


‘to be measured by the accumulated wealth 


of its industries, and the big bank balances 
of a few individuals. They measure the 
wealth of a nation as they measure their 
own profits and bank balances, whereas 


| the wealth of a nation has never depended 


on anything of the kind. It @epends 


mainly on the brains, brawn, and sinew, 
the health, and the intelligence of a free 
The .wealth of a mation can be. 


people. 
measured only in those terms, and not in 
I propose to show how 


finance the nation until we have a return 
to normal times may be avoided. At the 


present time, 5,000,000 people are taxed 
- to provide for the annual interest bill of 


That 
be 


£25,000,000 on our internal debt. 


interest payments which has _ to 


~ met over and above all the other ex- 


penditures of the. State and Federal 


Governments, could be wiped off 
to-morrow, without the suggestion 
repudiation, and without requir- 


ing the nation to take a penny piece 


ae ing to £250,000,000, in respect of which 


this interest bill of £25,000, 000 per-an- 


num is payable, were floated within the 
Commonwealth, and the Governmént 


wish for a moment to belittle in any way 


honorable members 
moment of what that security consists. 
What tangible security has the holder of 
a war bond of, say, £1,000? 
undoubtedly, has by way of security the 
resources of the Commonwealth—the pro- 
ductive capacity of Australia in future — 


the security behind those bonds—it 1s cer- 
tainly the finest in the world—but I invite 
to consider for a 


None! He, 


“years, but. what tangible asset has he? 


_ He has nothing other than his faith in the © 
established Government oe ee oe 


5 Mtr. eee Jy Rese i . 
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These newspapers 


_ the country, in order to be 
of a few thousand 


- pounds, which they think could be saved eventually to pay off the ‘pe : 
in the running of this Department or that, — ma] 
Eden-Monaro holds 


-know a war ‘bond is not an ond 


Bank of England. It is a 
The loans, amount— 


1S- + 
- sued borids in respect of them. J do not. 


| peemonrenlih Bank: ean ye 


bax the sie ant > Gon 


‘pay the interest as it accru 
Supposing the honorable memb: 
a £1,000,00( 
So wealthy—due in 1925, and bent 
as in a mortgage, on- cash inste 
renewal, if the VOver ae say 
cannot pay 


Mr. Atsrin Cnarman.—l suppos 


ee 


gage? : 
» Mr, LAZZARINT. —I know tha 
I am trying to prove is that th 
able member would have no tan 
sets as security. Is he, under dee 
stances, going to take a strip ¢ 
east-west railway, or some of t 
offices, or a portion of the Federal 1 
tory? I know there are honorable - 
bers who will laugh at what I 
to say; but I challenge any one 
here or outside to question its” 
and financial soundness. I kn 
honorable members opposite do not 
to close up the private or Asso 
Banks, but if the Labour party ge 
power, ‘that is what we shall do. 
wish to extend the Commonwealth - 
influence we must first amend the 
tution of the Bank, and insert a 
similar to one in the constitution 
rovisio 
by bankers for the sooHnieg of 
and it is to the effect that no fin 
institution may draw on the securi 
the bank except by deposit receipts 
other banking institutions of Brit 
cheques, drafts, or bills of 
against the Bank of England, | 
ean do is to place them in that bd 
take a credit deposit for the amo 
represent, ‘Hence the bank, in 
times, is secure, and ig able to stak 
the whole of the banking institution 
Britain, for the simple reason th 
sources can never be drawn on. — 
similar provision were made in. 
of the Commonwealth Bank, the ( 
ment could take back at once € 
dbonds, and place them to the credit y! 


ing the bonds in the bank vaults. T 
that the same securities as ‘uphol 


and the immediate effect would be 
Telease £250,000,000, which is not now 
lable for the development of our 
lary and primary productions, and, 
ras this country is concerned, is 
mnically dead. acai : 
fr. Arxinson.—How does that get rid 
interest of £25,000,000 a year? 
~LAZZARINI.—The interest will 


ot be paid, or, rather, it will be paid in. 


er way. Honorable mémbers oppo- 
n their reception of these views, re- 
nd me, as J have said once before here, 
Oliver Goldsmith’s phrase about vacant 
shs and empty heads. However, as to 


interest, if the bond-holders are pre-. 


d to put their money into the Com- 
onwealth Bank for a fixed period, they 
[ be paid the Bank’s interest; if they 
not prepared to do that, they will 
out their credits and throw them 
) productive enterprises. A sum of 
0,000,000 released.in this way would 
ward our progress and prosperity by 
_years. J shall support the scheme 
she honordble member for Grampians 
2¢ reason that, in my opinion, there 
0 possibility of the Government going 
-further. That scheme, however, is 
7 playing with the question—dealing 
effects instead of canses—and will 
us nowhere. It would temporarily 
er the present difficulty, but at the 
e of a lot of wasted energy. 
 Jowrtr.—One has to jump one 
le at a time. 
LAZZARINI.—That is all right, 
the honorable member was not here 


y amused the honorable member for 

Monaro, and, therefore, he cannot 

+ my argument. ft know that such 

ments aS mine do not dppeal to the 

umercial or capitalistic interests of the 

ntry. That is because the Associated 

, with their head office in London, 

e Prime Minister pragtically ad- 

| in other words, are the whole 

“stone on which the present system 

t. Hence what I suggest would be 

; thing which the Government or 

upporters would do. I know, at 

e, that the members of the Coun- 

arty, who severely criticise the Go- 

ment, but always support it, would 
approve of such a policy. . 

not care what the Prime Minister 

vernment may say with regard 


é 
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to increasing the military and naval 


penditure. Any increased expenditure 
will depend upon the way in which the 
finances of this country are managed, b 
cause, without the necessary resource 
such expenditure cannot be met. _ T: 
Prime Minister did not say so in so many 
words, but, by the whole tenor of f 
speech, conveyed the impression that we 
are on the verge of a financial collap 
But, according to the right honorable 
gentleman, no matter what may become 
ot every other human institution, we m 
still pay our tribute to Mars, and, if nec 
sary, increase it in order to keep the spirit 
of militarism alive. Under present ¢ 
cumstances I cannot support any increase 
of the naval and military expenditure. 
It is useless for the’Prime Minister and 
his supporters to talk as they do—to open 
their mouths and talk so big. If our 
financial affairs are not managed in 
rational and proper way, and a thorough 
re-adjustment made quickly, we shall n¢ 
be able to meet increased naval and mil 
tary expenditure, or any other. 1 
orable member for Grampians, when the 
honorable. member for Darling (Mr. 
Blakeley) was speaking, interjected some- 
thing about wool in payment for shea 
ing. J do not know whether the Govern- 
ment advocates that wool shall be made 
a medium of exchange, but whatever they 


do mean, the present problem must be 


handled and solved. Men who depend on 
their work for their livelihood must not 
have their employment. curtailed; the 
small wool-grower and all in the industry 
must be protected. Some reference has 
been made to the export of wool to Ger- 
many, and it was intimated that we would 
get no money for the wool, as it is certain 
we shall not. The great trouble is that 
of the exchanges. I saw the other day 
that, owing to the exchanges, it is possible 
to“buy in Germany for £1 goods that are 
worth nearly £27 in Britain. If that i 
so, our wool and other products going to 
Germany, France, or elsewhere, are’ not 
reaching the people of those countries. 
The conditions are not of any good to the 
people or the producers of commodities, 
but simply. bolster up the agents and mid- 
dlemen of the different nations. In the 
case I have just mentioned, there is 

Profit of 2,700 per cent., and. that is the. 
reason, possibly, that so many are 

clamouring for trade with Germany. 


The hon- 


ye) 


194 


ee 


a 


~ Mr. Avstix Cuapman.—Why should 


we not trade with Germany? | 
Mr, LAZZARINI.—I am not opposed 
to trading with Germany. There are, 
however, a number of honorable members 
opposite who, up to very recently, were 
opposed to such trading, declaring that 
they would not deal with the Hun under 
any circumstances. Now, however, that 
‘such trade promises large profits, all their 
“patriotic stuff of the past goes by the 
. poard. I agree with the honorable mem- 
ber for Eden-Monaro that we ought to 
trade with Germany ; indeed, it 1s neces- 
sary to do so. 
Mr. Jacxson.—We ought to sell them 
stuff, but not to buy from them. 
- Mr. LAZZARINI.—If we do that, 
what shall we get for our commodities ? 


Mr. Jacxson.—They want our, com- 
modities, but we'do not want theirs. 


Mr, LAZZARINI.—Then, what are 
we to get in return for ours! Gold ? 
~ What the honorable member suggests can- 
‘not be done. International trade is 
merely barter, and nothing else—the ex- 
change by one country of commodities 
which it produces for the commodities 
of another country which it does not pro- 
duce. The international trade of America 
and Great Britain runs into thousands of 
millions of pounds in the year, but not 
£1,000,000 in gold or other coin is ex- 
changed between the two countries. The 
- debts of each country are set against each 
other, and balanced by making up the 
difference in money. If we give Germany 
the goods that are necessary to feed, 
clothe, and otherwise supply her people, 
and take only gold in exchange, we shall 
get something of not much value to us. 
Gold in itself is merely a toy, and intrin- 
ically no more useful than a bag of 
~ marbles. 


Sir ROBERT BEST (Kooyong) 
[2.49].—I propose to address my remarks 
wholly to, the difficult and complicated 
wool question with which the Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Hughes) dealt so elaborately 
and ably yesterday afternoon. Naturally 
one approaches the subject with diffidence, 
because the intricacies of the wool mar- 

ket are.so great that we must depend 
largely on the advice of experts in decid- 
ing upon any course of action; but Par- 
- liament’ has very properly been asked to 
assist, so far as.it can, in solving the diffi- 


SM 
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associated with the wool industry 


-vernment control in the past. — 
we are alming at now 


- other countries, which are also 


sist, § ments in wool, and every bale of C 
culty that has arisen. The honorable 


member for Darling (Mr. Bl kel. 
stated that the present desire of 


tain the aid of the Government in 
trolling exportation confirms him i 
rightness of the Socialistic aim o 
party to secure complete Governmen 
trol of the production of Australia. 
reply is that a close investigation of 
position would probably prove 
the present. chaos results from 


is to se 
the stability of the wool market. 
have received advice from men w. 
capable of giving it, and are ke 
and deeply interested—advice whic 
would be a grave responsibility to d 
gard; but we are justified In exp 
our own views on the proposals that ha 
been put before us. It is proposed the 
the exportation of wool shall be 
strained, and permitted only on 
proved guarantee that the wool s 
be sold on the London market : 
fixed or reserved price. I put asids 
the moment the consideration of 
question whether we have the powe 
legislate for that, though I have no dot 
that there is a way of getting 1 
Now, to rigidly fix in Australia the 
in London of wool that is about to be € 
ported from this country is a course ft 
of danger. We are jealous of the 
ket that we have secured for our 
overseas, and particularly in | 
But, as I pointed out to the hon 
member for Grampians (Mr. Ji 
who this morning favoured us 
an informative address on the 
ject, if, we were to put ay 
price on our wool before we 
from Australia, the holders of 1 


ing by reason of, the slump in- 
would offer their wool at a 
a shade below the Australian fixed 
and in thiseway the Cape and Ar 
sellers would secure our market. 


: 


we A 
aG 
Pp : 


Mr. Jamus Pacu.—They cannot de iv 
the goods. Our merino wool is t 
in the world. 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—It is mor 
merino wool that has to be consid 
Australia supplies, roughly, betweer 
and 25 per cent. of the world’s ° 


Argentine wool that is sold redu 


Apetratian eee 
Agric. ‘the ate 


ee mere for 

“guarantee ada be accepted; there 
would have to. be a sound financial 
‘king. . But that, of course, would 
emove the difficulty that I have 
| The Prime ae has 


ous that there should be howe tia 

oe about it with our partner, the British 
Government, and I think that the true 
ution of the difficulty is to be found 
na compromise. He suggests that if we 


ike any arrangement here, it should be 


a period of two months ‘only, so that 

full benefit of any compromise or 

. with the British Govern- 

immediately obtained. 

view is that we have first to assess 

relative interests of Australia and 

British Government. The _ pre- 

derating interest is that of Aus- 

laa, because we have most at stake by 

long way. We are interested, not 

in half the profit that may result 

on the sale of the 1,700,000 bales that 

hee been carried over, lakers as the 

a wool, but also in the full value of 

a) present elip, to say nothing of the 

elip which is coming on. My counsel is, 

| ore, that the Prime Minister should 

e invited to negotiate with the British 

ore ernment for the purchase of its in- 
in the Bawra wool. 

. Rirzey.—We can do that ourselves. 

mM ROBERT BEST.—No.: If, as is 

because all sorts of statements 

- us—the British Government 

ns to throw this wool on the mar- 

d its present market value is only 


or £5 a bale, it would be a ees 


i 


‘matter. 
Mr. Ritey.—Does the honorable mem- 
suggest that the Commonwealth Go- 
ment should purchase it? 
ROBERT BEST.—I would go 
far as to say in the last resort 
the (Sie badge nist ae out 


As to the prac- 


of this aon We ee not that control 
now, because of the interest in it o: Le 
British Government. | 

Mr. Wrennorr—iWhy abel et 
sume that the influence of the i ish 
Government is malignant? Cae 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—I do had 
sume anything of the kind. But 
obligations of the British Governme 
are great like our own, and that Gove 


ment might readily be disposed to se 


Bawra or our Government on, say, t 

or five year terms, It would probably 
suit the British Government to da 
so. When the Prime Minister Pee 
gested, some twelve months ago, 

the proper course was to withdraw © ae 
Bawra. wool for a time, until the wool 
market had reassumed its normal condi- 
tion, so that the current clip might be 
operated easily, that suggestion was 
ceived with disfavour. The British Go- 
vernment would naturally say, in reply 
to any proposal to hold over the Bawra 
wool for a period of -two years or s0, 
“ That is all very well for you, who want 
to sell your current clip; but where do we’. 


come in?” Naturally, it would not agree ; 
to the proposition. | 


Sir JosepH Coox.—lIt is not only the 


British Government that objected; 
proposal was ridiculed here, too. 


Sir ROBERT BEST—We eanno’ 
make to a partner a proposition which 
solely in our own. interests and more 
or less detrimental to his. But, if we 
ean acquire the interest of the British 
Government in the Bawra wool at the 
present market rate, we shall have the 
whole position in our own hands. We 
can then put that wool aside for two or 
three years, or any suitable period, 
until, in the natural order of thine th 
world’s market returns to its normal C01 
dition. That wool can then be put o 
the market in such quantities as may be 
decided, and there will be no likelihood 
of any ‘loss being suffered by us, 

Mr. Frenron.—It wall not be Baw 
wool then. | 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—I¢ will be Au 
tralian wool. I am suggesting that th 
Australian Government should. take th 
place of the British: Government, and be- 
come the sole owner of its share. : 
atooks in codes must be got r rid 


the 


Mimsterial 


“gate 
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: aos way, or some permanent arrange- 
ment made for its storage. I believe that 
in England the storage difficulty is 
serious, and necessitates some new ar- 
rangement being made for the storage of 
Bawra wool in order to leave accommo- 
dation: for the new clip. 
Mr. Frnron.—What about deteriora- 
tion? 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—The honorable 


member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) as- 
sures me that the depreciation will not 
_be material. 


‘Mr. Berz.—Why not dispose of the | 


Bawra wool first? 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—If we can 
secure absolute control of the Bawra wool 
we can dispose of it when and how we 
think fit. 

Mr. Rirzy.—lIf we took charge of the 
new clip we could hold it back until the 
Bawra wool was sold. 

Sir ROBERT BEST:—We could do 
what was best in the interests of Aus- 
traha. But if the Bawra wool were im- 
- mediately thrown on the market it would 
be disastrous to the Australian grower 
who owns the whole of the new clip and 
has only a half interest in the old stocks. 
I repeat that we should aim at securing 
complete control of the wool position by 
- purchasing the outstanding interest of the 
Mother Country, which we can acquire 

at the present low market rates. 
Mr. Jowzrr.—That cannot be arranged 
for some months. Is the honorable mem- 
ber in favour of the Bawra scheme for 
the immediate future? 

Sir Josepn Coox.—The purchase from 
the Imperial Government might be ar- 
ranged very soon. 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—The position 
must be dealt with by negotiation, and 
possibly compromise, with the British 
Government. The Prime Minister will be 
in London in a period of about six weeks, 

and I submit that he should be permitted 
to negotiate with the British Government 
for the purchase of its interest in Bawra 
wool at the present market value. — 

Sir JosepH Coox.—Not only he, but 

also Massey and Smuts. 
( Sir ROBERT BEST._Just 96, but 1 
am most concerned about Australia, and 
if we can get in first it will-be very 
useful. I put forward my proposal a as 
naene best solution e the pone e 
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must 
1,200,000 bales are coming forward ft 


be ee a ae penedteii 


" Bastand 


Mr. Jowrrr.—That proposal, do 
in any way clash with that made ‘i ; 
Prime Minister. ON 


‘Sir ROBERT BEST.—I ee ur 
that his proposal is that the price shoul 
be fixed, and that no export should be pe 
mitted except upon a guarantee i 
nothing less than that price w 
accepted. a: 

Mr, Jowett. iY guarantee ‘theta 4 
wool. will not be sold below the limit 
fixed by Bawra. That limit ca 
altered. 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—I do Ho : 
the House is justified in rejecting 


as a temporary scheme, particularly 
ave have any idea of securing com 
control of the Bawra wool. 

Mr. Bamrorp.—The question is one 
financial rather than wool experts.! — 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—The advice 
those gentlemen who have an intim 
knowledge of the movements of the ¥ 
market, and who devote the whole of 
thought to the subject of wool, should 
be ignored. Indeed, I do not wish to t 
the responsibility of i ignoring their advi 
at the present time, because I realize ¢. 
terrible disaster that might result. I 
willing that the experts, rather than P 
liament, should take the responsibility 

Mr. Rirey.—But we ought to 
their advice. 

Sir ROBERT BEST. Undouaa 
end we should give temporary effec: 
their proposal. pending what I beliey 
be the real and proper solution, nam 
thé acquisition by the Australian Go 
ment of the British interest in Ba 
wool with a view to withdrawing it 
the market for the present. a 

Sir JosepH Coox.—What does th 
orable member mean by temporary 

Sir ROBERT BEST. — Some 
be done immediately, Ab 


the new clip, on which the bank 
made their advances. Te 


Sir JosspH Coox.—How long shor 
the guarantee continue—two months 
six months? 


‘Sir ROBERT BEST.—It so 
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_ Prime Minister has an opportunity of 
‘negotiating with the British Govern- 


ment, say, two or three months, It 
is with great diffidence that I put for- 
ward this suggestion. 
to have the expert knowledge enjoyed by 
,.. Sir John Higgins and the other gentle- 
-~ men who control Bawra, but my proposal 
seems tO me, as a business man, to be the 
best possible solution. I am strengthened 
‘in my View by the statement contained in 
the cirenlar issued by the Victorian Wool 
' Buyers Association, comprised of other 

_ experts who also are qualified to speak, 
. that the Bawra wool should be held off the 
market for a definite period of, say, two 
years, to enable the world’s markets and 
the woollen manufacturing industry to 
settle down. They say that when that 
igs done every bale of the accumulated 
wool] will be absorbed. As this is a solu- 
tion that appeals to every honorable mem- 
- ber, let us set to work at once to see how 
effect can be given to it. The wool buyers 

state, amongst other things, that those 
who control the Bawra wool refused to 

permit sales between 1st July and the 
middle of October last, and subsequently 
in January, and also from the 18th March 
until the present time. | 
~~ Mr. Wiennott.—The whole trouble is 

_ that the wool was kept back in the first 
-. place. | 
7) Sir ROBERT BEST.—That is what I 
- e¢annot understand. During the period 
- mentioned, in which no sales of Austra- 
_ lian wool were permitted, South Africa, 
- Argentine, and other countries were 
securing markets for their wool. 

7) Ma. Austin Cuapman—Who was re- 

_ sponsible for that? 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—I cannot say. 
But it is extraordinary that those other 
_ countries should have been permitted to 
/* jump our market in that way. If there 
is an explanation of it, we should hear it, 
because the stoppage of sales hag meant a 
_ ¥ery serious loss. Wool was sold by other 

~ countries while Australia had not an op- 
portunity of marketing its wool, which 

was probably better. 
Mr. Jowzrr.—July to October is the 
period during which no new wool comes 

~ > forward. | 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—But sales were 
~ gontinuing abroad. There were no sales 
_ . of Australian wool in January, and none 
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since the 18th March last, but there have 
been sales of wool by other countries. 


Mr. Jowxrrt.—There have been sales 
of wool in Australia. ; 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—But I am speak- 
ing of the London market. 
ing only with the export wool, and I 
understand from the honorable member 
that nothing that is proposed is to inter- 
fere in any way with the requirements and 
necessities of local industries. I hope 
that will be made perfectly clear. 
While the honorable member for Gram- 
plans (Mir. Jowett) was speaking, 
the honorable member for South Sydney 
(Mr. Riley) raised an important ques- 
tion in regard to skin wool, and LI 
understand the reply of the honorable 
member for Grampians to be that such 
wool represented only 5 per cent. of the 
gross production, and was not to be inter- 
fered with. The Government might let - 
us have their definite assurance on this 
point. That is of the greatest im- 
portance to our industries and to the stock 
market, particularly at the present time, 
when the price of sheep has dropped from 
£2 to 10s. or 12s. per head. The fell- 
mongering industry must be encouraged 
to purchase sheep and deal with skins and 
skin wool. JI quite agree that we must 
thoroughly understand this situation so 
that none of our industries shall suffer 
by the operation of any arrangement 
or by the operation of any agreement 
made for the disposal of our wool, 


‘Mr. Jowrerr.—That is a very important 
point. 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—It is indeed. I 
feel that we should direct our efforts to-— 
wards solving this important matter. In 
my judgment, the solution lies in secur- 
ing control of our own wool in the man- 
ner suggested. ’ 


Mr. PROWSE (Swan) [3.16]—Seeing 
that the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
has referred the matter of the handling 
of our wool to the special consideration of 
the House, I feel that we ought to con- 
fine ourselves to the real subject at issue, 
whereas to a great extent time has been 
occupied to-day in wandering away from 
it and in discussing extraneous questions. 
There has been no greater production of 
wool during the war ‘than there has been 
In previous years; as a matter of fact, 
because of drought conditions, there has 


We are deal- — | 


3,000,000 bales. 


me Neueally been less production. of, this com- 
-modity, but owing to the fact that. the 


nations have been unable to buy our-wool 


and store it up for military purposes, a 
surplus has been created upon the cessa~ 
tion of hostilities to the extent indicated 
by the Prime Minister, namely, about 
Wool will continue to 
‘be produced approximately at the rate at 
“which it was produced prior to and during 
the war, a rate which largely met with 
the requirements of the world and the 
- capacity of the people of the world to 
purchase, it, The 3,000,000 bales of 
surplus wool are a millstone which 1s 
likely, not only for 12 months but pos- 


sibly for many years to come, to be a_ 


drag on the market, and: seeing that we 
‘produce 62 per cent. of the world’s supply 
of merino wool, to affect Australia more 
than any other cotintry. Therefore it 
is important for this House to consider 
if there is any way out of the difficulty. 
It affords me a certain amount of 
pleasure in a sense to find the House 
realizing the importance of this primary 
industry to the whole community, and 
how much the interests of the Common- 
wealth are wrapped up in its success; in 
fact, I find all parties willing to corner 
wool with the whole continent as a sort 
of combine, which I think we would be 
justified in doing. But honorable 
members are perhaps unreasonable in 
suggesting that British people, who have 
a half interest in this accumulation of 
wool. should readily concede. their half 
to us by some bargain or other. The 


British manufacturers and purchasers of) 


wool will want to have their say, and they 
certainly must be exercising on the British 
- Parliament just as much influence as the 


people of Australia have upon this Par- 


liament. The suggestion, however, that 
we should buy out the British interest in 
Bawra wool is a very sensible one. It 
is perhaps a question that might be taken 
into consideration afterwards. 

I quite agree that a special Committee 
of this House should be appointed to 
gather up all view-points upon this 
matter of handling our wool and put them 
in concrete form before the House as 
speedily as possible. I propose to move 


. for the appointment of such a Committee. 
This morning the Leader of the Op- 


"position (Mr. Tudor) referred to people 


who are burning their surplus wool and 
Many per- 
sons have sent sheepskins and wool to the — 


_ destroying their sheepskins. 


Kahle. Prow sarc: 
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market, and their only return h 


Se 


the aftermath of the war. 


debit notes. Such is the positi 
in Australia ‘to-day. ¢ .  # 
_ There has been too much del 
handling of the wool in which 
Government and the Commonw 
interested. Our main object 
to get the commodity into con 
It has been lying for two yeai 
going into consumption. oc 
Mr. Avusrin CHapmMan.—We 
know who is responsible for the dela 
Mr. PROWSE.—That question 
unsolved. Until the wool goes i 
sumption it will be a drag on the 
It would be better to acquire it an 
it, or put it into the hands of 
who, although unable to buy it, | 
machinery to put it into a more 
form. We might enter into so 
arrangement with them in ord 
the wool out of the way. We 
get any money for it, but pos 
could get goods from them in re 
i At any rate, such am arran 
would serve to get our surplus 
consumption. While it remains 
consumption it will be the biggest 
lock possible to Australia. We 
concerned in the success of sucl 
industry, because if we cannot realize 
money we have been accustomed te 
ceive for our wool in the past 
establish credits in other parts 
world. I am, prepared to move 
appointment of a Committee, | 
Sir JosepH Coox.—There is 
time to do that. a 
Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [ 
The question we are considering i 
important one. We are sufie 


toe 


during the war period we inc 


Many commodities in addition 
appear to be drifting, with res 
trous to Australia, and it beh 
House to do everything 
to save the situation as 
it can be done. We must bi 
ticularly careful about the m 

‘handling wool. Too much disp 


in and approve of the scheme su 
by the British Australian Woo! 
tion Association. The matter sl 
be thoroughly analyzed. I very 
doubt whether the House is justif 
handing over the control of st 
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ry were a Cane. aril that administra- 
nh was being carried on not by Parlia- 
mt, but by these outside bodies. We 
, noured that we should get back, as 
i aT as possible, to toner conditions, 


; us back to ine seek in | aie 
were placed during the war. It be- 
3 us to be very careful in dealing 


is morning 1 had the pleasure of 
ing to the remarks of an honorable 
or, who thoroughly understands the 
ool business, and who is favorable to 
1 “proposal advocated by the honorable 
aber for Grampians (Mr. Jowett). I 
fer to the Bawra suggestion to permit 
¢ ete not Oe ee to Parlia- 


arrangement promoted by them. The 
orable senator we heard this morning 
1 that the average value of the Aus- 
traliam wool clip during recent years was 
£A7 823,000, but that this year it would 
robably drop to £18,000,000. He even 
,so far as to say that it might decline 
ae 000. The situation is, indeed, 


Pe iincine the Fact that the 
aad production was 10.92d. per lb. 
cane this must entail a caged loss. 


a. Onder Bila “Bawra | acheine: cael 
the senator this morning mention 
t is the scheme advocated by the 
rable member for Grampians, who, 


| RopcErs .—The senator fie honor- 
e) member is quoting is too intelligent 
| ention that the proposal was to fix 
| price at 9d. saan he said ae it 
d ob ve wane od.? 


ei 
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ing to point out is that between 9d. and 


Mr. CHARLTON.—The Prime Min- 
ister said that the proposal made to him, 
by these gentlemen was that the’ price 
should be 9d., and that he had gone a 
little. further, and told them that, he 
thought it might be a little less in order 
to tide the pastoralists over a period of a. 
few months. But what I am endeavour- 


lld, per lb. there is. a loss of 2d. per 
lb., which must be borne by some one. — 
What, then, will be the position of the 
small "sheep. farmer who has to depend — 
on the return he receives from a given 
number of sheep, according to the capa-.. 
city of his land, in order to carry him ~~ 
over from year to year? Of course, I will — 

be met by the statement that most of 


_ these men indulge in mixed farming, and, — 


consequently, will be able to get sufficient 
from other commodities to enable them __ 
to pull through the period of low prices 
for wocl. Uae 

Mr. Fuemrne.—No; they calculate on 
their total return. They cannot pull | 
through if half thair return is cut out. | 

Mr. CHARLTON.—tThere are many 
men, especially in New South Wales, who, 
as the honorable member for Robertson _ 
will bear me out, depend entirely on | 
sheep. 

Mr. Fieminc.—Hear, hear! 

Mr. CHARLTON.—If the cost of pro- 
duction is 11d. per Ib., and the minimum 
price fixed for a given period is 9d. per 
lb., the small growers must inevitably go 
to the wall. They cannot hope to con- 
tinue. In that event, what is to happen 
to their properties ? 


Mr. Consip1nz.—They will go to those 
who always win. 


Mr. CHARLTON .—Yes; they will fall 
into the hands of ‘wealthy men who 
already own large tracts of country, or 
into the hands of the banks. And ‘this | 
notwithstanding all we ‘have done by 
means of ‘unimproved land values taxa-— 
tion to break up large estates. 


Mr. Austin Cuoapman.—On the honeea 
able member’s. figures, the bigger the 
flock the bigger will be the loss. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—That is so, but thee eS a 
honorable member must not lose sight of 
the fact that those who have very lara 
flocks did so well during the war, when — 
they received 153d. per Ib. instead of 
10d. per lb.—to say nothing of the divi- 
dend yet to come to them from the pro- 
conde of the unsold carry-over wool —tha: 
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Bg ther banking accounts will help’ ein to 
- pull through. The small grower, how- 
ever, must go to the wall. It would not 
be in the best interests of the country to 
do anything that would have the effect of 
| sending the small man to the wall, and 
be in favour of the banking institutions 
or the big land-owners. 


Sir Granvitte Ryriz.—Is it not better , ° 
question. 


that the small man should get 9d. per lb. 
instead of having to accept, say, 3d. per 
lb. if the market collapses ? 


Mr, CHARLTON.—I want, if possible, — 


to avoid anything of the kind. My de- 
sire is that the small man shall not be 
compelled to take either 3d., or even 9d., 
per lb. for his wool. 


I do not want. this House to hurriedly 
accept the proposal now before us, a care- 
ful examination of which may show it, to 
be in the best interests of the large land- 
owners, and not in the interests of the 
small man. The honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett), when speaking 
this morning, said thatga sufficient return 
might be obtained from the wool which 
remained unsold in England, and one- 
half of which belongs to the sheep farmers 
_ here, to tide our wool-growers over a 
| civen period with a payment of only 9d. 
per. Ib. The 153d. per lb. they have 
already received, “and the dividend yet 
to be paid, would assist them to carry on 
with something less for this year’s clip. 
But if we have a few years of these de- 


pressed prices their finances will be ex-_ 


hausted: What, then, will becotne of the 
small man? The honorable member ad- 
mitted this morning thatthe Bawra Com- 
pany, while talking about fixing a mini- 
mum price, reserved to themselves the 
right to increase the price from time to - 
time. That is to say, they are to be at 
‘liberty to put up the price whenever’they 
like. The honorable member asked that 


'. the machinery of Government should be 


used to assist that combine. that an ex- 
port duty should be imposed on any wool 
sought to be disposed of outside of the 
combine for less than the price fixed by 
it. That, then, is the position. \I do 
not want to see the price of our wool come 
down, and I certainly do not want the 

whole business to be placed in the hands 
of some outside body of men over which 
the Parliament has no control. “Why 
- should a body of men over which the Par- 
_liament has no control be given authority 


to fix the price, and to deal with the whole 
oe the ee aro penens of Australia! Tf 
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ie Pe cs Dee 


any, one should dos! with ‘out 
duction jt is the Government. 
Mr. Fremine.—t meChO 
growers. 
Mr, | 
If th 


able member could show us t 


We have been told 
growers cah no longer deal with 
tion. ¥ 
Mr. Fremive. —They can if : 
them alone. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—If the bh 
member will show the. House 


‘If we are Pe to aceey 
duced price for our wool, or am 
primary product, every section. 0 
community we be seriously a 


the price ot ok aud to the otiagll 
the Government being employed 
vent any one. coming into comp 
with them. 4 
Mr. Roperrs.—That is not a- 
ment of the position. Bos 
Mr. CHARLTON.—I ean onl 
that, so far, it has not been denied. © 
heard a member of another place pi 
facts very lucidly, and the hone 
member for Grampians this m 
agreed with him,*and said that the 
Company would not be answerab 
Government. —“ iG 
Mr. Rovazrs.—The honorable’ n 
said thatéa “body of men” wan 


ae ’ 
Mr. CHARLTON. React : 
do not want any one to be allow 
pose of wool except subject to t 
tions imposed by themselves. — 
-the position taken up by this contp 
combine. I object to that sort o 
Sir JosepnH Coox.—Does not t¢ 
orable member believe - in 1 collectiv 
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~ Mr. CHARLTON.—I do not believe 
ae in any combination of private. -mdi- 
viduals being allowed to, exploit any -sec- 
mo . tion of the community. [ favour col- 
_ lective bargaining, and I am urging that 
in this case it should be done through the 
Government of the country. 


: Sir Josern Coox.—lIs this not exactly 
ene axhat the miners unions do now? ' 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I am stating the 
position as it occurs to me. There is’ no 
escape from it. The Prime Minister, in 

: aoe P acluding his speech yesterday, said that 
he was not convinced that the remedy 
Peete by Sir John Higgins would 
eure the disease; he was not satisfied that 
the proposed scheme would prove satis- 
B tadiory. I am stressing that point. I 
: am endeavouring to show the direction in 
- which we are drifting. We are drifting 
once more towards the state of things that 
arose during the war. We were con- 
_ demned in the press, and by many 
citizens, because during the war we, as a 
Parliament, lost control of the public 
purse, and also because we did not take 
i, control of different commodities in order 
us fo prevent profiteering. It is now 
solemnly proposed that we should vest in 
a body of men completely outside the con- 
trol of this Parliament, power to deal as 
they please with the whole wool situation. 


It was suggested this morning that a 
_ Committee of members of this Parlia- 
& ment should be appointed.to investigate 
the questior. I have been awaiting an 
opportunity to submit an amendment, 
which will allow the House to decide 
: whether or not such a Committee should 
be appointed. The amendment provides 
“for the addition of the following words to 
‘the motion, “That the paper be 
- printed.” es | 
and that a Committee be appointed from this 
‘House and the Senate te investigate the 
pepresent position of the wool-growing industry 


with a view of recommending the best method 
of dealing with the disposal of wool. 


ae re surely, is a question with which 
ty the Parliament should deal. 

"  $ir Josrpx Coox.—iWe are dealing 

7 with it. 


ing to deal with it without having all the 
facts before us. Many honorable mem- 
__ bers consider that such a Committee as I 
_ propose should be appointed. 
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Mr. OHARLTON.—We are attempt- 


Statement 


Mr. Roparrs.—Where would the wool 


market be by the time that the Committee 


eer bap aes its inquiries? 
CHARLTON.—I do not propose 
ie Usomuad of a Committee that 
would oceupy much time in making an 
investigation. We have in this Parlia- 
ment men who are thoroughly conversant 
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with the wool business; representatives of © 


the wool interests could be chosen from 


both sides of the House. 


Sir JosmrpH Coox.—But the honorable 


member’s proposal- to appoint a Com- 


mittee to investigate the present position — 


of the wool industry would mean a delay 
of six months. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—A Committee 
consisting of two members of this House, 
two members of another place, and two 
outside business men could inquire and 
report within a week or a fortnight. 

Mr. Jowrrt.—lIf appointed, it should 
be asked to report within a week. 

Mr. CHARLTON—\1 . should 
object to that. 
make inquiries and bring in a report that 
would materially help us in coming to a 
decision. The present situation is very 
unsatisfactory. The Prime Minister 
himself confessed before leaving for Eng- 
land yesterday that he was not satisfied 
with the negotiations. He made a 


- not 


hurried statement and admitted that he. 


was not satisfied in his own mind as to 
what was the best course to pursue. He 
desired that we should discuss the whole 
question, and that the disposal of the 
carry-over wool should be held over for 
a eouple of months in order that he 
might, if possible, do something on reach- 
ing the Old Country. A Committee such 
as I suggest could complete its investiga- 
tions within a week, and submit a report 
to the House, on which we could come to 
a decision. 
then be duly advised. I do not want this 
House to be forced into accepting the 
proposal before it. 


Mr. Frentron.—The Prime Minister 
asked the House to discuss the whole 
question. 

Mr. CHARLTON .— That is why I say 
that a Committee of members of this 


Parliament who are thoroughly con-_ 


versant with the wool business should be 
appointed to inquire and report. 


The Committee could ~ 


The Prime Minister could 


With 


all due respect to those outside, I believe 


ister. 


> Ahat  he- 
Cpe aay with which the representatives. ¢ of 


Ministerial 


ed 


that Committees consisting of members 
of this Parliament do better work than 
~ eommittees consisting of so-called busi- 


ness men from outside. My experience 


of the reports of Commissions consisting 


of outside business men is that they are 
about the poorest that are put before us. 
Such Commissions also occupy more time 
in conducting their imquiries than do 
Committees or Commissions consisting 
of, members of this ‘Parliament. Surely 
we should not be expected to accept this 
proposal on the mere statement that the 
wool-growers are favorable to it. Surely 
we should not be asked to empower a 
body of men over whom this Parliament 
has no control to utilize the Customs De- 
partment to keep up the price of wool, 
and probably in the long run to ruin the 
small growers. - Why should we force 
the small man to put his property on the 
market, or to mortgage it, as probably 
many would have to do? 

Mr. Cunnincuam.—The banks have 
already threatened to foreclose on some 
of them, and are forcing some to put 
their stock on the market. 


Mr. Jowrerr.—That is why we want an 
Immediate decision. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—<And a Committee 


of members of this Parliament could in- 


vestigate the position, and report within 


a week. lf we deal with this matter 
without having before us the fullest in- 
formation, we may, in our endeavour to 
protect the wool industry, do something 


that will not be in the best interests of 


the whole of the people. We should do 
all in our power to prevent the collapse 
of any of our industries, and it is because 
of the seriousness of the situation that I 
speak in this way. If we act in the 
absence of complete information, we may 
Jand ourselves in a very difficult position. 
We may be told, later on, that we were 
unmindful of our duty when we handed 
over this power to some outside body over 
which we had no control. No reasonable 


objection can be raised against my pro- 


posal. Why should we be asked to rush 
in and deal with this question off-hand? 
I invite honorable members to carefully 
read the speech made by the Prime Min- 
He went away still undecided as 
to what should be done, and he told us 
had recommended a certain 
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given to any body outside this Hou 


members’ 2 


agree. The House ought to be 
session of all the available infor 
and consider the question in. all its 
ings, in an effort to arrive at a coneh 
which will prove of great help to th 
industry of Australia. Tf we perm 
wool industry to go down, it will be on 
a matter of time when all the othe 
dustries will follow. We know. 
the other side of the world the 
is falling out of all the markets, 


the disposal of our rue | We. 
Hoe the interests of oe, coun' 


would prefer to deal with the 
within a week. I object to powe 


future. The war is now over, ~ 
should deal with a matter of t 
ourselves, taking the fullest resp 
for our acts. We ought to have 
intelligence to devine means to 
eg without handiagy over, 


caHeeok of This Chanheoe 
move an amendment, 


i “ht 


Mr. CHARLTON. What would 
Treasurer like me to do? I don 
to sit down, and thus lose my OPPS t 
to speak further. bia 

Mr. Ropgrrs.—The honowtahlaa mer 
if he moves an amendment now, — 
commit some honorable members 
pre-conceived view, before the whole 
has been put. 

Sir Josrpu Coox.—All I suet 
the moment is that the honorable men 
ber for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) leave thi 
field. open. I wish to inform m: 
more fully on the matter durmg 
week-end. When we meet on Wed: 
there may be some seus prom 
before the House. 


| eae MRC CSR es : Ba: 


RON ay ane sh. to” 


| Ne may say that I did not con- 
fa party before I proposed to take 
esent action, Under the circum- 
a ask leave to continue my foe 


a the pak do now adjourn. 


- AUSTIN CHAPMAN raat 
a0) [3. oe Does the Government 


ess, took away the time allotted to the 
discussion of Ce ike members’ erOnE. 


ale 


3 “and “invalid . pensions, Ad SE 


ould” like an Hoe omtiinita to 
ib without, taking steps which 
drastic. There are quite a -numbe: 
other proposals by ee members tt 


cussion. 


Sir- 


JOSEPH COOK a 


husdeee ! 
we get on with ap Tariff It may. 
that we shall require to sit another day a 
week. If the honorable member will re 
peat his question a little later on, I s 
see that he gets an answer. I do not. 

to give any definite undertaking now 1 
view of i hiedaaime already made. &) 


ing an cpparnnls to discuss a ‘uence 
in which he is intensely and profound] 
interested, and if I can see my way to 
give him a definite assurance I shall do 
so. All I ask now is that he 1 r 
the matter a little later. 3 f 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 


House adjourned. at 3.51 p.m. + 
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